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PREFACE. 



Those who have got beyond the childish belief 
that happiness is the end and aim of existence, 
and is actually attainable in this stage of it — who 
have learned by the discipline of adversity and 
disappointment that the grand object of life is the 
development of character, while happiness is only 
the occasional, incidental attendant on its pursuit 
— will read the following story with an appreciative 
interest which only such education can afford. 

H. W. S. C. 
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(Salem, the Part she took in llio Itevolulioa. — Stephen Cleveland. — 
~ Commercial Activity Succeediug the Revoluticm, and ile ESect 
on the Character of the Commuultj, 

The names of many of tlio cities and towns of the 
pld world are associated in tlie mind with conceptions 
mf character almost as vivid as those which attach to in- 
dividual persons. 

We think of some as centres of intellectual or artistic 

^nlture. Others are invested with an odor of sanctity, 

p call to mind visions of decayed grandeur, or an un- 

f.^efined sense of weird and ghostly superstitions. A 

l.BOrt of moral atmosphere seems to hang over them, 

1 imparts its hue to every object or incident per- 

ig to them. Such associations are naturally less 

jqnent and less palpable with ns, and yet we have 

pQDny towns which have attained such reputation for 

1 
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peculiar qnalitiea, resulting from circumstances of past 
history, tliat wo epeab of events which transpire witliin 
their borders as being characteristic of the place, just as 
we should of any person whose idiosyncrasies were well 
inown, and we instantly reeognizo the effect of these 
peculiar characteristics in the action of individual mem- 
bers of the community. 

There is, perhaps, no town on this continent whose 
name carries with it sneh distinctly marked associationa 
of this kind as Salem, Massachusetts. There is certainly 
none wliich sustained a more important part in the early 
history of tlio country, and none -whieli has retained so 
many outward evidences of its former character. 

The stranger who wanders to-day through the quiet 
streets of Salem, or lingers about her deserted wharves, 
is impressed with the Sabbath-like stillness which per- 
vades them, and the vague sense of departed vitality 
with which they are invested. Old-fashioned homes 
of spacious size, whose walls in long- past days have 
echoed the greetings of old-fashioned hospitality, stand 
apart in the shade of patriarchal elms or lindens, and 
seem to plead with mute eloquence against the inno- 
vation of modern improvements. Great warehouses 
stand, empty and silent, on the vacant wharves which 
once resounded with the notes of busy commerce. In 
luy younger days a peculiar feature of the streets waa 
the frequent presence at the corners of an old cannon, 
made to do duty as a corner-post. It bad a picturesque 
effect, and was so suggestive of past history t!iat I can- 
not but regret the lack of taste which suffered them to 
be removed. They were most frequently to be seen in 
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tlie Btreets nearest the wharves, which were then Jined 
with ship-chandler's shops, sitilors' boarding-houses, slop- 
shops, etc., and were filled with the motley crowd of 
sailors, longshoremen, and the varions amphibious bi- 
peds inherent to sucli places. All these have long since 
disappeared, like frogs and tadpoles from a drained 
marsh, and no sight, sound, or odor remains that is sng- 
gestive of marine or commercial life. 

Tliere are, however, no signs of the poverty wo are 
accustomed to associate with decay. The evidences of 
wealth and refined culture are obvious, and an aspect 
of comfort and respectability is seen even in the plain- 
est dwellings, wliile the tidy cleanliness which every- 
where prevails affords no suggestion of squalor or want. 
But the sources of prosperity are not perceptible. The 
machinery of life is out of sight and hearing, and the 
man whoso interest in life is dependent on the ceaseless 
activity which is the characteristie of our new and grow- 
ing towns is apt to turn with a sneer of contempt from 
a place which seems so dead to everything like active 
enterprise. 

Yet the present serene and quiet condition of Salem 
is the final result — the "ripening off," after fermenta- 
tion — of Bueh elements of activity and enterprise as have 
never been surpassed, and have exerted so important an 
influence on the destinies of the country that they should 
not be forgotten. 

The part which Salem played in the great drama of 
the revolution was unique, and constituted a vitally 
important factor in the sum of events which led to the 
final consummation. 
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It bLouW be borne in iniod that we entered upon that 
contest with the first naval power in the world withont 
a single ship of war; with our commerce ruined, and 
the ports of Boston and New York in the hands of the 
enemy, a fate soon after shared hj Newport, Philadel- 
phia, Savannah, and Cliarleston. Salem saw her oppor- 
tnnity and proved herself eqnal to its demands. She 
tnrned her vesBels into men-of-war, armed and manned 
them, and sent them out to prey on British commerce. 
Daring the war upwards of one hundred and fifty ves- 
8o1b, carrying more than two thousand guns, were sent 
out of her port, and more than four hnndi-ed and fifty 
prizes were captured and sent in by thera. They cruised 
in the English and Irish channels and the Bay of Bis- 
cay ; thej brought arms and munitions of war from 
France and the French islands; tliey intercepted tlie 
transport sJiips bringing reinforcements and snpplies 
from England to the troops in Boston and Now York; 
they raised the rate of insurance on British ships to 
twenty-threo per cent., and couipclled England to em- 
ploy lier navy in convoying inerchantEnen, and in re- 
peated instances achieved snceess by the most desperate 
feats of valor. 

A very active part in the promotion of this service 
was taken by my grandfather, Stephen Cleveland, a 
sketch of wliosc career will serve as an appropriate in- 
troduction to the adventures of liis eldest son, my father. 

In the year 1756, when ho was but sisteen years old, 
he was seized by a press-gang in the streets of Boston, 
and served for several years on board an English frigate. 
She was first under the command of a very gentlemanly 
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officer, who waa belored by his crc^^", and wlio after- 
wai'dB became Sir William Trelawiicy, Governor of Ja- 



He ' 



1 Boeceedcd by a contemptible dandy, who, 



5 other acts which excited the 



■, used 



h excited tlie ire of liis crew, ^ 
to go at night in diegiiise between decta to overhear 
their remarks upon himself. On one occasion he waa 
recognized by one of the men by the dim light of a 
lantern, and, springing from Ins hammock and calling 
him by the name of one of his Bbipmatea with whom 
be pretended to have bad a difficulty, he gave liim such 
n thrashing that he kept hia bed for a fortnight, aud 
was, of course, ashamed to make known tlie cause of hia 
Biidden illncsa. 

My grandfather's eervice in the Britiah navy waa dur- 
ing the "old French war," and the ship to which lie 
was attached waa for a time one of a atjuadron watching 
a French fleet in one o£ the Channel porta, lie waa 
promoted to bo captain of the foretop, and afterwards 
midshipman. After hia discharge and return home he 
entered the merchant service, and became not only an 
■ accomplished seaman, bnt, as I have often heard my fa- 
ther aay, he aeemed to have an intuitive skill in naval 
architecture, and a better knowledge of proportiona in 
the building, aparring, and rigging of ships than any 
man he ever knew. 

This knowledge waa turned to account in a most effi- 
I cient manner in tiie service of hia country in her moat 
I trying daya. Ilia advice and assistance were in con- 
stant demand for the construction and fitting-out of the 
privateere. 
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The brig Pilgrim, was built iinder bis sole direction, 
and proved oue of tbe fastest as ^vell as most siiccessfnl 
of tbe whole Salem fleet. She captured and sent in 
more than fifty prizes, and was finally run ashore on 
Cape Cod to escape capture by the Chatham, a frigate 
of si-xty guns. 

lie was finally commissioned by the Continental gov- 
ernment, and sent to Bordeaux in command of the brig 
Despatch, to procure arms and military stores. 

The date of his commission is August 8, 1776, only 
thirty-fire days after the Declaration of Independence, 
■ so that it must have been one of the earliest naval com- 
missions isEncd by the Continental government. It is 
signed by John Hancock, and was accompanied by a 
minute letter of instructions from a committee of Con- 
gress, of which Benjamin Franklin was chairman. He 
was the first to display the American flag on a govern- 
ment vessel in a European port, and was much feted 
and caressed during liis stay in Bordeaux. 

A curious illusti-ation of the necessities to which the 
country was reduced is afforded by the fact that, as we 
had then neither money nor credit, he carried out a cargo 
of oil, fish, and potash, and made his purchases with the 
proceeds. He accomplished hia object successfully, af- 
ter two narrow escapes from capture on his return. 

The spirit of active enterprise engendered by the war 
found vent, when peace returned, in the opening of new 
channels of commerce. The merchants of Salem then 
found themselves in possession of a fleet of vessels which 
had been built expressly for privateers, and were much 
too Jarge for the short voyages to which they had hereto- 
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fore been restricted, and they entered at once upon t!i6 
commerciai career of whicli, for a period of forty years, 
they held the monopoly. The efEect of this active rival- 
ry npon the social character of the town was so marlced, 
and is so pertinent to my present subject, that I feel 
warranted in quoting the following from a very inter- 
esting paper prepared by the Kev. George Bachelor: 

" TLe foreign commerce ■which sprang up in Uie last century in 
Salem wna llie cause of a wonderful intellectual and moral stimulua, 
not yet spent. After a century of comparative quiet, the citizens of 
this little town were Buddonly dispersed lo every part of the Orienlal 
■world, and to every nook of bnrharism which had a market and a 
shore. The borders of the commercial world received sudden en- 
largement, and the boundarica of the iatcllcctual world underwent 
a similar expansion. This reward of enterprise might he the dis- 
covery of an island in which wild pepper enough to load a ship 
might bo iiad almost for the asking, or of forests where pi'ecioua 
gums had no commercial value, or spice islands, unvisited and un- 
veied by civilization. Every shipmaster and every mariner return- 
ing on a richly loaded ship was the owner of valuable knowledge. In 
those days crews were made up of Salem boys, every oue of whom 
expected lo become an East India merchant. "When a captain was 
asked at Uanilla how he coutriveil to find his way in the leelli of a 
northeast monsoon by mere dead-reckoning, he replied that ho Lad 
a crew of twelve men, any one of whom could lake and work a 
lunar observalion as well, for all practical purposes, as Sir Isaac ' 
Newton himself. 

"This crew had in Nathaniel Bowditch an uncommon supercargo. 
But it would be difficult now to find n crew of common sailors who, 
even under such a teacher, would willingly master the mysteries of 
tangents and secants, dip and refraction, sines and cosines. 

"When, in 1818, George Crownin shield coasted the Mediterranean 
in the Cleopatra's Barge, a magnificent yacht of one hundred and 
ninety-seven tons, which eseited the woudur even of the Genoese, 
the black cook, who had once sailed with Bowdltch, was found to 
be as competent to keep a ship's reckoning as any of the officers. 
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"Rival merchants sometimes drove tbe work of preparation night 
and day, when virgin markets had favors to be won, and ships which 
set out tor unknown ports were watclied wlien tliey slipped their 
ciililca and sailed away by nigbt. and dogged for monllis on the high 
Rcas, in the hope of discovering the secret, well kept by owner and 
crew. Bvery man on botkrd was allowed a certain apace for his own 
liillc venture. People in other pursuits, not escepting the mer- 
chant's joiniater, intrusted their savings to the supercargo, and 
watched eagerly tbe result of their adventure. This great mental 
activity, the profuse stores of knowledge brought by every ship's 
crew and distributed, together with India shawls, hiue china, and 
unheard-of curiositlea from every savage shore, gave the community 
a rare alertness of intellecL" 

Saleia siiipB led the way round the Cape of Good 
Hope to the Isle of France, India, and Cliiiia. Tliey 
were the flret to display the American flag and open 
trade at Calcutta, Bombay, Sumatra, Zanzibar, Mada- 
gascar, Atistralia, Batavia, Moeha, and St. Petersburg. 
The adventurea of her brave mariners in tinknowu eeae, 
their encouuters witli pirates and savage tribes, their hair- 
breadth escapes, their talcs of imprisonment and suffer- 
ing in tbe prisons of Prance, Spain, and South America, 
would make a story which cotild not bo sorpassed in ro- 
mantic and pathetic interest. The adventures described 
in the following pages may serve as a sample in proof 
of the above assertion. They afford an illustration of 
the effect of such experiences in giving a marked char- 
acter to a community of which tbe liero is a type. 

His own " Narrative of Voyages and Commercial En- 
terprises" was published in Boston in 1843, and went 
through three editions in this country, and was rCpnb- 
lishcd in England. It was reviewed in all the leading 
periodicals of both countries in terms of the Iiighest 
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commendation, not only of the intrinsic interest of the 
adventures described, bnt of the beauty of tlte style, 
which was compared with that of Defoe. It has long 
been out of print, however; and, although it may be 
found in many of the principal libraries of the country, 
and MO one can read it without acknowledging its ab- 
sorbing interest, very few of the present generation of 
readers are aware of its existence. 

It is obvious, however, that a narrative partaking so 
mneh of the natnre of an autobiography must necessa- 
rily be devoid of the personal details which are often 
essential features in such a story when told by another, 
while the fact that, at the time of its publication, many 
of those with whom the author had been associated 
were still living, precluded many allusions to persona 
and events which would greatly enlianco the interest 
of the story. These obstacles have been removed by 
the lapse of time. None of his contemporaries are left, 
and those who knew and loved him in his old age, 
when they themselves were young, are now far ad- 
vanced in life. No one is now living who will be af- 
fected by the mention of names which it would then 
have been indelicate to make public, and no injury can 
now accrue from laying bare the secret springs of ac- 
tions which it was then inexpedient to expose. Above 
all, the personal character of the chief actor may now, 
with propriety, bo made the object of central interest, 
and the traits which win the affection may be shown to 
have formed quite as important an element of its com- 
position as those which excite only admiration. 

Tlie materials for such iilnstration are in my posses- 
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BJon in the form of jourriale nud letters, ■which often re- 
veal Biicli a personal connection with the incidents of tho 
narrative as adds very greatly to their interest. 

Abnndant material for further elucidation of the snb- 
ject might be drawn from the archives of the Esses 
Institute, and the wonderful collection of interesting 
objects in the mnseum of the Salem East India Marino 
Society would fiirDish means of elaborate ilhistration 
from every quarter, and especially from the least-known 
regions, of the globe. 

Having given this account of my father's fatiier, it ia 
fitting that I should add that his wife — my grandmother 
— was Margaret Jeffry, one of a highly respectable 
family, of whom no representative ia left in Salem, 
though the name is preserved in connection with a 
court rnnning ont of Washington Street, which waa 
part of the garden in the rear of the family residence, 
on Essex Street, opposite the First Church, A quaint, 
but beautiful, miniature in my posaession justifies tho 
description given of her as a very charming and attrac- 
tive woman ; and her deatli, in 1784, at the age of thirty- 
6evcM, so preyed upon her husband that it seemed to in- 
capacitate him from further exertion. My father alludes 
most feelingly to this event in a letter written to me 
late in life, soon after the publication of his narrative. 
In reply to some remarks of mine on the trials and dis- 
appointments therein detailed, he says: 



s dual in the balance compared to liio afBiction I 
waa early called upon to suffer. I alludo to my dear mother's death 
when I had only readied my tenth yeur, just the period when I lind 
aufflcient reflcetion to he senEible of our loss; Just liio Kcason when 
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tlic sensibility is most ddicatcly acute. All the circumstances con- 
nected wllli lliis gloomy period are so profoundly engraven on my 
memory as never to lae obliterated. I suppose it was known to her 
attendants Uiat my mother could not recover, but I was uncoriBcioua 
□f it, when, on an evening, between daylight and dark, as my brother 
■WillLira and I were playing at hall in the yard, my annt Nancy came 
to tliodoor and said, "Come in, boys, your mother is dying.' Words 
are inadequate to convey an idea of the anguish I suffered on this 
announcement. Scarcely had the excess of grief a little aubsided, 
when it was renewed by the dismal business of the funeral obsequies. 
Dr. Prince, while pra3-ing. was so overcome by his emotions that it 
was with difficulty ho succeeded in flnisiiing the prayer. It was 
customary in those days for the body to be carried on the should, rs 
of men, and six or eight pall-holders to walk on each side the coifln, 
the mourners being arranged in the procession in accordance with 
the degree ot alliance to the deceased. Of course, my poor father, 
who was almost distracted, walked first, and his two eldest sons 
next Arrived at the grave, as if these circumstances were not al- 
rcody sufflciently harrowing, it was necessary to wait near it till tlie 
coffin was deposited and some gravel thrown upon it. At the mo- 
ment this gravel rattled upon the coffin my father uttered a groan 
which, it appears to mo, I can hear even now. For many weeks af- 
ter this sad scenci never slept till I bad wet my pillow with my tears. 
For many months after, a mark on my handkerchief, a patch on my 
clothes, the frill of my shirt, anything of the handiwork of my dear 
mother, would awaken the sense of my loss; and for years after- 
wards I never heard the bell of the First Church toll without its 
bringing the sad scene before me. During many weeks after Iho 
funeral my father shut himself up, and would see nobody except his 
children; and this, as was natural, had a tendency to increase my 
grief." 

Tlie despoiiJency wLich resulted from the death of 
his wife was so great that my grandfather never recov- 
ered from its effects, llis property, as a. consequence, 
became so reduced that the iiecessity o£ providing for 
him was a chief incentive to my father's early efforts to 
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Becui'o an independence. The urgent tones in wliich — 
8B will be Been — he entreats Lis father, in his letters, to 
make use of his means or credit without reserve or hesi- 
tation, afford sufficient evidence of his filial affection 
and his generous nature. 

HoTB. — The preceding chapter waa wrilteo Eome years since, and, 
of course, before Iho name of Grover Clevelaud had been suggosted 
for the high office to which ho has siacG l^een elected. As the elc- 
mcDla of sterling iolegrily and unflinching courage which have 
nuirked hia administnition were no loss couspicuous in the char- 
acter of the hero of the following story, the fact will posaeas inter- 
est, especially to those who have faith in the law of heredity, that 
the great-grandfather of the President, the Rev. Aaron Cleveland 
of Norwich, Conn., waa the brother of my grandfather, Stephen 
Cleveland, of whom I have given the above account. 

Chicago, Dec, 1S85. 
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CHAPTER n. 

Early Yeara.— Cultivation of Coniniprcial Tastes.— First Voyage.— 
Voyage wilU Captaiu Bilsbee. — Letters to Lis PalLer. — Voyage 
from Havre to Capo of Qood Hope. — Interest Escilod by liis Ar^ 

My father, Eidmrd Jeffrj Cleveland, t!ie eldest child 
of Stephen and Margaret Jeffry Cleveland, was born in 
Salem, Dec. 19, 1773. lie had three brotiiers younger 
than liiniaelf, two of whom^William and George — ■ 
were for many years merchant navigators in the East 
India trade from that port. Tliey afterwards held, in 
snccesBion, the office of president of the Commercial 
Insurance Company, and George was also president of 
tiie East India Marine Society, a charitable associatioQ 
composed of navigators engaged in that trade. It is 
eimply a just tribute to their memory to say that no 
men ever stood liigber in the estimation of their fellow- 
citizens, or were regarded with warmer feelings of af- 
fection by those who knew them best, than these two 
brothers. At the age of fourteen niy father entered tho 
countiiig-honse of Elia3 Ilasket Derby, where he re- 
mained four years, and acquired not only the merely 
technical elements of mercantile education, but an accu- 
rate knowledge and love of naval affairs, and a taste for 
commercial adventure. This last was wisely fostered 
by Mr. Derby, wlio allowed his employees to become in- 
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. in tho voyages of bis sliips by sending smal! 
Iveiitiires on their own aceount. Even the seamen 
1 allowed a privilege of ciglit hundred pounds 
lfreight,and tlio officers a proportionally larger amount, 
Tho building and despatching of ships to different quar- 
ters of tJio globe was eo constantly in progress that it 
afforded tho best possible opportunity for studying and 
comparing their relative qnalitics, while the interest in 
their performance and in the resnlts of their voyages 
waa sustained by daily conversation and discussion, in 
■which every participant had a personal stake. Indeed, 
liis love for the sea may bo traeod to a yet earlier stage, 
as he has told me that his favorite sport when a hoy was 
Bailing about Salem liarbor in a leaky boat, which he 
hired at sixpence a week. 

When only eighteen he went on his first voyage, im- 
pelled thereto by the wish to provide for bis father, and 
the earliest of his letters in my possession, written to 
his father from the Capo of Good Ilope, April 20, 
1792, contains these words, wliich every father will ap- 
preciate : 

"I long to Lear how your lawsuit is settled, the event of wliich 
causes mc mucb anxiety; but, iCfou sliouldloee it, it must be a con- 
solation to jou tliat your cliildren are ambitious boys, who, with 
sucli an education as is to be had ia tlio public schools of Balcm, can 
soon provide for themselves and Uieir father also; and I am sure you 
cannot doubt llie pleasure it would give us; but God forbid you 
should ever be ia such circurastanccs as to waut it." 

His earliest voyages were made in the capacity of 
captain's clerk, under the command of Nathaniel Silsbee, 
who bad been his fellow-clerk in Mr. Derby's countinL 
room, and was subsequently, for many years, senator 
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from Mnssachnsetts. IIo was but little older than iny 
father, and their friendship was of Itfclong duration. 
Of one of these voyages, of nineteen months* duration, 
to the Cape of Good Uope and the Isles of Fi-ance and 
Bourbon, at a time when tho wars of the great powers 
of Europe rendered navigation precarious, and often de- 
manded the skill of the diplomatist as well as that of the 
mariner, ho says, at its conclnsion, 

"The voyage, thus happily ac«omplisIicd, maybe regarded, when 
tftken in all its bcarioga, as a very remarlcnble one: Oral, from Iho 
ertreme youth of uU to whom its maiiageracut had been intniated — 
Captain Silsboc Vi'ns not twenty years old; the chief male, Charles 
Derby, was but aiuetcen ; aod Ihe second mate, who was discharged 
at the Isle of Fmncc, and whosa plnce I subsequently filled, was but 
twenty-four. Secondly, from the foresight, iugenuity, and adroit- 
ness manifested in averting and cscAping dangers; in perceiving ad- 
vanlages, and turning Ihcm to the beat account; and. thirdly, from 
the great success attending this judicious management, as demon- 
strated by the fact ot returning to the owner four or flvc limes tho 
amount of the original capital. Mr. Derby used to eoll us his boys, 
and boast of our aehievementa; aud well might lie do so, for it is not 
probable that the annals of the world can furnish another esample 
of an enterprise of such magnitude, requiring the exercise of so 
much judgment and skill, being conducted by so young a man, aided 
only by still younger advisers, and accomplished with the most en- 
lire success," 

Ilis letters to his father, in all his early voyages, give 
evidence of such self-confident ambition as is essential 
to success, and show, at the same time, that lie was actu- 
ated only by generous motives. The following passages, 
taken from different letters, between the years 1795 and 
1797, are of this character: 

" If I go only short voyages, you may depend upon as large a re- 
mittance as I can possibly make, at least once a year, and I hope I 




VOYAGES OF A MERCHANT NAVlGATOK. 

Bhal! soon Lave it in my power to supply you bountifully, which is 
my only ambition. " 

" I enclose bills of escliange for £180 sterling ($800), nnd I hope 
you will not hesUflto to take up money on my account, for be as- 
Bured. while I posseaa one dollar, three fourtlis of it shall be at your 



In 1797, having niiidc one previoiia voyage in com- 
mand of tlio bark Mnteiyriae, belonging to E. II. 
Derby, Jr., lie sailed again in tlic snmo vessel for En- 
ropc, whence, after disposing of Iiis cargo, lie was to 
go to Mocha for a cargo of coffee; and was anticipat- 
ing, with Batisfaction, tho prospect of being the fii'st to 
display tiie American flag in that port. He was pro- 
portionately disappointed when, soon after bis arrival 
at Havre, lie received notice that circumstances ren- 
dered it necessary to abandon tlie voyage, and return 
the property to the owner, with as little delay as pos- 
sible. Knowing tliat hia retnrn homo would involve 
tlie loss of fl good deal of time before he could hope to 
be again employed — owing to the general stagnation of 
bosmess — he sent tho ship home under the charge of 
the mate, and began, at ITavro, the first of the daring 
enterprises which he subsequently followed np with 
such marked success. 

The danger they involved was not encountered as an 
act of bravado. They had always an object which he 
deemed worthy of the risk, and that object was sncecss- 
fnlly accomplished. 

The following letter contains the first intimation of 
his intention. At the time it was written he waa three 
months short of twenty-four yeare of age : 
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"IIavm;, September 19, 1797. 

"When I WM upon the point ot embarking for home, and, in 
iaaginatioa, was Bhakiog htinda with mj friendu, an unexpected 
offcT, upon odvantageons terms, of such a vessel as I liave been 
looking out for. detennlncd me to alter my course, and add a tew 
montliB to the man; 1 have alrcttdj tjccn aliscnt, concluding tliat \l 
I came liomc from lience I must unavoidnhly (in the present Btalo 
of affairs) remain at least six or eight months unemployed, which, in 
addition to the time I have aircady lost, would be very unpleasant. 

"I, tlicrefore, determined to accept this offer, choosing to risk all 
in endeavoring to do something rathcT than spending moderately 
and living lazily at home. To explain myself then: I have pur- 
chased a cutler-sloop, of forty-tiiree tons' burden, on a credit of two 
years. This vcBsel was built at Dieppe, and fitted out for a priva- 
teer; was taken by the English, and has been plying between Dover 
and Calais as a packet-boat. Slie bos elegant accommodations, and 
sails fast. I slmil copper her, put her in ballast, trim with £1000 
or £1500 sterling, in cargo, and proceed to the Isle of France and 
Bonrbon, where I expect to sell her. ns well as the cargo, at o very 
handsome prollt, and have no doubt of being wcU paid for my 
twelve months' work, calculating to be with you neat August. 

"I have written to Uncle James respecting my account with Mr. 
Derby; Lave drawn bUls in his favor for the balance, and advised 
him Low I wish it disposed of. Ghould you be in want of cash 
before my return, do not hesitate to make use of my credit, so far 
as it will go. I will pay principal and any (the most esorbitnnt) 
Interest on any money you Bud it necessary to take up ; and, 
although I know there is no risk in the bills I forwarded you on 
Mr. Haven of Portsmouth, N. H., for 4900, except ILeir having 
miscarried, yet I sliould feel easier if I knew you had the money. 

"Since I wrote you last I have spent a month in Paris, and am 
very much pleased with that great capital. I prefer it to London, 
notwithstanding I have some of that foolish American jKuliality for 
everything that is English. 

"Ileft it ten days before this last surprising revolution, or, rather, 
tyrannical usurpation of the Jacobinical parly. 

" I fear it will be many years before this country will cojoy such 
I internal tranquillity as America is bleaaed with." 
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It will be Been tliat lie designates his vessel in tiiis 
letter as 8 "cutter-sloop of forty-tliree tons." As the 
English cutter of tliat date is a. rig tliat is unknown 
with us, it is proper to state that its peculiarity con- 
sisted of a Iiorizoiital bowsprit, made to reef by sliding 
in on tlie deck. It was in a similar vessel that be 
Bnbaeqnently made the voyage from Canton to the 
northwest coast of America. 

I continue tbe extracts from his lettere, wbieli give 
tbe main incidents of his experiences, and serve also to 
give a vivid conception of liia personal character : 

"Havre, ffetoftw2B, ITflT. 

" To-morrow I shall leave this for llie Isleof France in my culler, 
trhich, I assure you, is very liandsome, and, X don't doubt, will eell 
for a. good price. 

"Before I sell hor I shall spend probably four or flvo monliis 
freighiing about lie Islo of Bourbon, ■waiting a favorable opporlu- 
niry to wind up the voyage. 

"It Vfould Lave given me pleasure to have returned home and 
belped Bill or George to a berth on board a ship, but I must liret 
bave cliai^ of said ship, which, at the present moment, I suspect 
is B, charge difficult lo obtain in America. It would certainly l)e 
very imprudeat in any merchant at this time to send a ship on a 
long voyage, and I have no idea there will be any busiaess of con- 
sequence done in America for five or six mouths to come; conse- 
quently I am induced to believe that you, as well as Mr. Derby, 
will approve of this undertaking. I have certaioly a prospect of 
doing something handsome, and lo hava rejected such a liberal 
credit as was olfcred me would have Ix^en madness. 




"By the above opportunity I wrote to Uncle James, cndosing 
bills on Mr. Derby for the balance of my account ... of which 
I desired him lo pay you ^200. This small supply, in addilion lo 
the bill I sent you from London for $900, will doublless keep you 
in cash for some mouths; and when out, if my credit is good for 
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nnytliinj; at home. I abiill be mortified if you don't make use of it; 

1, if neceEsnry, this letter may be given aa my pramissory note to 
pay any debts you may contract on my account, I can Lave no 
greater pleasure Uian in discliarging tbem. 

"Of the ioBuranto on thia voyage, if £300 or £400 can be covered 
at ten, or even twelve, per cent., I have no objection to having it 
done, but have no idea of giving a higher premium, and chooBe 
rather to take the risk myself. It bIioiiIiI be made on the vessel — 
the Bioop Caroline of Balem— a French bottom, but with papers in 
complete order, and manned with Americans. We are bound 
direct for the Isles of France and Bourbon, Before you make 
lliis insurance Captain Rich will Inform you of many particulars 
respecting the vessel which may have a tendency to lessen the 
premium, and which it is very necessary the underwriters should 

"Since I have undertaken this business one of the first houses in 
this place has offered to fit out a ship purposely for me, and put 
in a rich cargo, but I had gone so far in the present speculation that 
it was too late. Tliia may perhaps convince you that my lime here 
has not been entirely misspent. On the contrary. I tliink 1 have 
formed such acqunintnnces here as may bo of great service to me 
should I fail of finding employment In America, which, by-the-bye, 
I only expect will be llio case while the state of political afilairs is 
such as to make it dangerous to do anything on a large scale. 
Such, I tliink, is (he case at present, or I should have returned homo 
from hence in espectallon of being again employed hyE. II. Derby, 
Jr., than which notliing could have been more gratifying to me; 
and, potUkely, while he will give me two thirds as much as any 
other merchant, I will sail for no other. 

"When I shall meet my friends in Salem again is very uncertain. 
The prospect nt present ia very distant; but I hope it will not ho 
more than twelve or fourteen months. 'Tis a long time to look 
forward, and I know you wish it were passed as well as myself. 

"I can't help loving home, though I think a young man ought lo 
be at home in any part of the globe; but few persons have so many 
valuable friends to regret being absent from as I have." 

' P. S.— By a letter from Paris, received this day by Mr. Prince, 
it appears that the American Commissioners have delivered their 
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I credentiala twelve days ago, but have not yet rnceivod any answer 
from Iho Directory, wliich is considered a, bad omen. 

" Should a war take place tatween France nod America while I 
Qm at the Mauritius, to secure my propcriy I must, become an 
inhabitant, which I have no objection to for a little while, provided 
I can improve my time advnnlageously. I shall have no olber 
anxiety than that of not knowing wbcther you have a necessary 
Bupply of cash, 

"October asth.— A head wind has detained me till to-day. Wo 
have official accounts of tbe definitive treaty witli the emperor being 
wgned. The defeat of the Dul^h fleet you will undoubtedly havo 
beard of before this reaches you." 

Tlie alluBion in this letter to tho " particulars respect- 
ing tlio vessel whicli may have a tendency to lesBen tho 
preminm," and wliicli were to be commnnicated by Cap- 
tain Ricli, demands explanation. 

Tlie fact was that lie cari-ied despatclies from the Di- 
rectory to the ruling powers at the Isle of France, and 
was provided with a passport which secured him from 
molestation by French ships of war or privateers. 

He records the fact in his narrative that this passport 
proved an efficient safeguard on one occasion when ho 
was brought to, after a long chase, by a French priva- 
teer, by which he was hailed in insulting terms; bnt a 
sight of the documents lie bore caused a very sudden 
change of tone, and an immediate abandonment of any 
attempt at detention. 

Tlie next letter gives an acconnt of liis first experi- 
ence on the voyage ; 

"HiViffi, November 35, 1797. 

"My last was by tho Nymph of New York, whose sudden de- 
[ parture left me only time to tell you I bad been shipwrecked, and 

" am confident you will wish to hear the parlicuiarH, I will now 
I relate them to you. 
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"I left liere on Tuesday at eleven o'clock, with a very strong 
" N.E. wind, BO fresh Uiat wlicn abreast Hie lighthouse I was obliged 
to balfuicc reef the mainsai! and set the smallest jib, which, wiiU tlie 
foresail, was as much as she would bear. I found it necessary to 
carry as much sail as possible, as otherwise we could not double 
Cape Barfleur, aa the wind Lad already eome round as far as N.N.E., 
and, increasing, caused such a sea as (our little vessel being deep 
loaded) kept her most of the time under water. At eight o'clock in 
the evening, the wind and sea still iucreasiog, the bowsprit went by 
the board, and before we could clear the wreck of that, Ihc foresail 
split half-way up and down the back rope. 

■' My object then waa to regain Havre, but my Bailors, not being 
used to the motion of so small a vessel, were all (aa well as myscIO 
sea-sick, which, together with the fatigue we had undergone, ren- 
dered us unable to ubo such csertions aa we could have done if we 
had been more used to the vessel. However, we made out to get her 
bead towarda Havre, and, in the morning, 1 found we were much 
to leeward of it. 

"Without anything for a spare bowsprit, I knew from the leeway 
we had already made that it would be impossible to keep off shore 
another night. I had then no other alternative but to try to enter 
the river Caen, but, when we re.iched the enlraoce, we found the 
tide nas so far out that there was not water ennugh, and the sea 
broke at least a mile from shore. I then let go both anchors Id 
about tea fathoms of water, in the hope that they might hold her 
till high water, but the cables soon purled, and, of course, we ran 
ashore near the village of Oestrahan. The alarm-gim had been fired 
et the fort, and the country people came quickly to our assislance. 
We all left the vessel, in expectation that she would soon go to 
pieces, and were conducted to the fort, where a large, comfortable 
Are was made, by which to ahift and dry ourselves. This was 
Wednesday, at tour o'clock iu the nflornoon, and woa the first 
time any of us had had a dry thread on since twelve o'clock of the 
preceding day. I put up at an inn about a mile from where my 
vessel lay; but my limbs were so swollen and painful, and my mind 
so tormented with the thought of having loat bo much more than 
my all, that, as you may suppose, I did not pass a very comfortable 
nicht. Iu Ihc morniug I wua agreeably surprised to find, not only 
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timt 1117 TCBHcl bad not gone to pieces, Ixit thnt she naa so little 
injured tJtat by uuladiog sbe miglit be got off, and put in proper 
(x)udiliou to go to Havre; wliiuh was aoon acconiplisbed, lunviog 
part of the cargo Willi my mftte to be freighted o 

" We are now repaired and ready for sea, with n loss to me of 
about $500. The principal loss on tLe t^&rgo is occasioned by Ibc 
Beveral t ran aportal ions. My credit, however, has not suffered in 
the Icaat on this account, for I have not only found enough to re- 
pair tbc damages, but shall put in ^1000 more, so that my cargo (al- 
though in a vessel of only fcriy ions) will amount to $7000. I d 
only wait for a wind to put to sea again. 

"You may judge from these particulars whether I am to blame 
or not, and you will undoubtedly say 1 «m, for not returning to 
Havre (he afternoon of tLc day I left there, but my foolish pride 
would not suffer it. 

"I must tell you that I never met such real friendship as I have 
from your old friend Jurocs Prince, who not only (00k mc to bis 
bouse, and l)egged mc not to be diseouragetl, but immediately came 
forward witii Ihc ready cash to any amount 1 asked for. I believe 
him to be an exception to the general rule that wc do good from 

I selfish motives. 

1 "In my iasl I requested that £700 or fSOO miglst !« insured on 
my vessel if it could be done at twelve per cent. I now repeat il, 
but would not advise giving a higher premium. After my arrival 
at the Isle of France or Bourbon it is very uncertain which way I 
shall bend my course. If 1 meet with a ready sale for my sloop and 
cargo, and can find a freight to Europe or America for a ship of 
three or four hundred Ions, and can readily purchase sudi a vessel, 
I shall do it; but if this cannot bo done, 1 shall either employ my 
vessel in freighting, or make a trip to the Capo of Oood Hope with 
a load of coffee, sell for dollars, and go to Mocha for another load for 
the Cape, and thence to the Mauritius, by which time I shall proba- 
bly have collected such a property as will enable me to undertake 
something on a large scale. 

"The performance of these operations (if successful) will lake up 
so much time that, long before I can arrive in America, the supplies 
of money I have sent you must be exhausted, and unless I meet with 

, ft very favorable opportunity to make a remitlaDce Iwhich, if I go to 
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I Moclia, ia not probable) you 'will not count upon it, nor do I tliink 
it will be necessary, tm you can easily get what funds jfou need with 

I Buch security as a polity of insurance of £700 or £800; and liero let 
me repeat wliat I have bo often said, lliat I can receive do liigbor 
gratiUcalion llian in supplying you, nor, on the contrary, is there 
anything that would mortify me more than that you should liesltate 
at making such use of my credit. 

" Of politics you Itnow I never aay much, but I cannot help ob- 
serving that everything between France and America wears a very 
serious aspect. They treat the Americana wiili marlced contempt, 
and I much fear the issue." 

Tlie confident tone ia wliicli lie epeake in tliJs letter 
of his future operations sboiva how little lie had been 
afiected by the misfortune wliidi befell him at the out- 
Bet. But it will be seen by the next extract that the 
people on whom he had to depend for making np his 
crew, in Havre, entertained a very different opinion of 
the probable result of the voyage. 

His characteristic self-relianco is manifested by his 
indifference to the fears expressed by those who were 
less at home on the ocean, as weil as by his putting to 
sea with the incompetent crew of which he gives so lu- 
dicrous a description. 

The London Literary Examiner of September 24, 
1842, in an extended review of his "Narrative," says, 
of the description he there gives of this voyage : 

"Pew tilings in De Foe, Dana, or any other trutlileller are more 
characteristic than Mr. Cleveland's account of hia voyage from Havre 
to the Cape of Good Hope. Surely never before was there such an 
Indiaman, with such a cargo and such a crew." 

And the review concludes as follows : 



"We have dwelt on llie circumstancea of his first 
once iliustrulca the courage and daring of the 
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"Hia capital lalent for dcBcription — quiet, forcible, nnd unexag- 
gerated — would bo more quickly recognized if our space admitted of 
tbe quotationa we would gladly Lave given from llie detailed inci- 
dents of the Tojoge. " 

Reading between tbe lines of tbe following letter, we 
infty discover a further evidence of character, wbicb was 
not perceptible to tbe above writer, and was not revealed 
in the pnblisbed account of the voyage. 

It will be seen that tbo letter is written as he was 
nearing tbe Cape of Good Hope, yet he iiijikee no alln- 
Bioii to tbe peril be incurred by stopping there, and tbe 
wisdom of such caution was made manifest on his arri- 
val, by the very strict search and examination of Lie 
papers, to which be was immediately subjected. 

His stopping there was a matter of necessity, ae the 
rats had gnawed his water- casks and iie was forced to 
lay in a new supply. Before Iiis arrival lie had care- 
fully concealed the despatclies be bore, and no evidence 
was discovered that any cause existed for his deten- 
tion. 

Yet the anthoritiea at the Cape were so well convinced 
that sacii a voyage would not have been attempted ex- 
cept on some secret service of the French government, 
that they deemed it necessary to prevent its consumma- 
tion, and as no legitimate charge for condemnation conld 
be found, they bought bis vessel of him at a liberal ad- 
vance on her cost, and she was immediately pnt in ser- 
vice under command of a lieutenant of the royal navy. 
He probably was unused to the management of so small 
a craft, for he was never heard of after bis departure 
on his first voyage. 
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These facts will serve to throw mncli liglit on the fol- 
I lowing letter, bcgnn at sea and finished after his arrival 
I nt the Cape : 

I "On Board Cutter 'Carolink'; At Sea. Jfa reft 20, 1798. 

I " Ab we arc now within a few hundred milea of die Cape, where 
wo must touch for water, I luko timt; by the forelock to hnvo alel- 
I ter ready to send you on arrival, well knowing that I shall after that 
j have no lime for writing. 

I " Should you happen to see any person from Havre, who was 
I candid enougli (o give yoti the general opinion entertained there of 
I the ability of my cutter to weather this paseage, you will no doubt 
I be somewhat anxious till you hear from me. They concluded that 
t we should founder in tlie first gale, from my vesHel'a being over- 
I loaded, and as these apprelicnsions were co:umuDicaIed to my men 
I Ihey would run away or feign Bickness, and these aggravationa, after 
I the disaster I had already mtt with, required every iota of my small 
I stock of pliiloGophy to support, and it was not till the last hour that 
» I WHS in Havre (eveu wbilo the vidling officers were on board) that 
I I finally shipped my crew. 

I " Fortunately, (Ley were all so much in debt as not to want any 

■time la spend their advance, but were ready at the instant; and with 

this motley crew (who, for aught I knew, were robbers or pirates) I 

put to sea. That you may form some idea of the fatigue and trouble 

1 have had I will attempt lo describe them to you. 

"At the head of the list is my mate, a Nantucket lad, whom. I per- 
suaded tbo captain of a ship lo diacharge from before the mast, and 
who knew little or nothing of navigation, but is now capable of con- 
ducting the vessel in case of accident to me. The first of my fore- 
mast hands is a great, surly, crabbed, law-bonod, ignorant Prussian, 
who is 80 timid aloft lliat the mate has frequently been obliged to 
do his duty there. 

"I believe him to be mare of a soldier thou a sailor, though he 
has often assured me that he has been boatswain's mate of a Dutch 
Indiaman. which I do not believe, as he hardly koowa how to put 
two ends of a rope logelher. lie speaks enougli English lo be loler- 
y understood. 
'The next iu poiul of consequence is my cook, a goud-uatiiied 
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negro and a tolerable cook, so unused to a veasc! that in tbe siiiooili- 
it weather lie cannot walk fore and aft without holding on to mdiu- 
thing with both hauda. This fear proceeda from the fact that be is 
BO tall and slim that if he should get a cant it might be fatal (o him. 
I did not iLink America eould furnish such n specimen of the negro 
race (he is a native of Savannah), nor did I ever ace such a perfect 
simpleton. It is impossible to teach him anything, and notwilh- 
Blanding the frequency with which we have been obliged to take in 
and make sail on this long voyage, ho can hardly tell the mnin-hal- 
iarda from the mainstay. He one day took it into his head to learn 
the compnsH, and not being permitted to come on the quarter-deck 
to learn by llie one in the binnacle, he took oS the cover of the till 
of his chest, and with his knife cut out something that looked like a 
cartwheel, and wanted me to let lum nail it on the deck to steer by. 
insisting that he could ■ teer by him better 'n tudder one.' 

"Next ia an English hoy of seventeen years oid.who, from havmg 
lately bad the small-pox, is feeble and almost blind, a miserable ob- 
ject, but pity for his misfortuues induces me to make his duty as 
easy as possible. Finally, I have a lilllo ugly French boy, the very 
image of a baboon, wiio, from haviog served for some lime on differ- 
ent privateers, has all Uie tricks of n veteran mau-of-wnr's man, 
Iliough only thirteen years old, and by having been in nn English 
prison bas learned enough of the language to be n proficient in 
swcuriug. To hear all these fellows quarrelling (wlilch, from not 
understanding each other, they are very apt to do} serves to give one 
a realizing conception of the confusion of tongues at the Tower of 
Babel- Nobody need envy me my four months' experience with 
such a set, though they arc now fur better than when 1 Qrst took 

"Absence has not banished home from my thoughts ; indeed, I 
should he worse Ihan a savage were I to forget such friends as I 
have, yet such is now my roving disposition that wi-re it not for 
meeting them, I doubt if I should ever return. My last news of 
you was by a scrap of p.iper tucked into one ot Mr. Derby's letters 
i)y Uncle Jomes, bearing simply the words, 'Your friends are allwelL 
J. J.' Did he know hut half the pleasure this scrap of paper gave 
nic while it conveyed such welcome news, he would omit no oppor- 
tunity of sending a similar line. I keep the letter folded aa I re- 
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ccivcd ii, and never open it wilbout a. revival of the s 
perienced on iU receipt. 

" It seems not improbable that we may Iwcomo involved in war. 
in which case, to secure my property, it may become neeeasary for 
me to become a citoj/en,. The French seem determined that we shall 
light either tliem or the Engliah, and although I am no advocate for 
the treaty which gives them eucU offence, yet ehould it be broken to 
please them, or should an apology he made (as tliey reqiuest) for any 
part of the president's independent speech, I should be ashamed in 
any foreign country to acknowledge myself an American. But 
Uieee are sacriflces America cannot make. In my opinion the hor< 
rors of the moat bloody war should be preferred. 

" You may perhaps laugh at me and call it quixotism, but I be- 
lieve if we would keep our ships at home, and entirely withhold our 
supplies, we could be more than a match for these two noisy powcra 
united. I see no reason why we can't live tor b time williont foreign 
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"France by her amazing conquests having risen so rapidly to the 
height of strength ond power, will, I expect, afford another example 
of human instability in as rapid a decline, for, can her citiscns, al- 
ready worn out with the length of the war, see Ihemsolvea plunged 
so much deeper in it without uniting with some of tlioso frequent 
conspiracies to reform the government! I think not, and it appears 
to me that nothing but such a reform cau save us from war. If we 
go to war witli France, S^iaiu, without doubt, must come in for a 
share of it, and what a field would then be presented for conqnest, 
for (supplied in part with ships by the English) we shoald soon be- 
come masters of tlic West India Islands, Louisiana and Florida could 
not resist us, and why might we not expect to estublisli the inde- 
pendence of South America, thereby opening a commerce which 
would prove a very lucrative olio to our merchants, while it secures 
us an ally and weakens our enemy? 

"Without doubt jou will t>c surprised at my advancing an opin- 
ion on any political subject, but it is almost impossible to remain in 
Europe ho long as I have, at the French crisis, without calcliiug a 
little of tho distemper; however, it has not taken such hold of mo 
but that I can attend to other business, as a proof of which, and a 
fejir thiit my letter ia already too long, I will bring it to a close."' 
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He arrived on tlie Slet of March, 1T98, tlireo months 
from the time of leaving Havre, and althongh it yvas 
iiearlj 10 p.m. when he dropped anchor, he was im- 
mediiitelj boarded hy a man-of-war'a boat, and he was 
taken aahore for an interview with the admiral, Sir 
Hugh Christian. 

Of the popular interest excited by the appearance of 
liis vessel he eaye, in Lis "Narrative:" 

"The arrival of 3ucli a vessel from Europe natumllj excited tlio 
curiosity of tlie itilinbitanls of tlic Cape ; unci, the next morning lieing 
calm, we had numerous visitors on bonrd, who could not disguise 
their astonishment at the size of the vessel, the boyish appearance of 
the master and mate, the queer and unique characters of tlic two 
men and boy who composed the crew, and Ihe length of the posange 
vo had accomplished. Various were the coDjcctiircs of the good 
people of the Cape as to tlic real object of our enterprise. While 
some viewed it in its true light as a commercial speculation, others 
bclit-vcd that, under lliis musk, wo were employed by the French 
govenimcut tor the convcyaDco of Ihcir dcspatehes, and some even 
went 80 far as to declare Uielr belief that we were French spies, and, 
as such, deserving of immediate arrest and confinement. Indeed, 
our enterprise formed, the principal tliemo of conversation at the 
Cape dui'ing the week subsequent to our arrival." 

The following letter gives a brief account of Ins ex- 
periences : 

■' Cape of Good Hope, March 33, 1798. 

" We arrived here at nine o'clock last evening, after the very long 
passage of eighty -nine days. Since leaving Uie equator wc have bad 
very unfavorable winds, or we should have made a good passage, as 
my cutter sails exceedingly well, and is aa good a sea-boat as I ever 
was on board of. 

"Our good friends, the English, concluded at once, on my arri- 
Tal, that they had a prize. I was conducted on board a man-of-war, 
and thence ashore to Ihe admiral, nt ten o'clock the same evening 
I arrived. The most particular inquiries were made, iiud the next 
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dny a slricl search was mnde on board for papers. My waste-book, 
jouraal, private letters, and other papers were all taken oshore lo tlie 
Ddmira), and all Ibo letters I liad for Frcncli gaatlemca in tlie Mau- 
ritius wero broken open. Such a strict search I never underwent 
before, IJiflugb I believe I boro it with a tolerable grace. 

"By Lord Macartney and the admiral (Sir Hugh Christian) I wag 
treated very politely, but the extreme importanco of the blustering 
licutcnanta was in the highest degree disgufiting. 'Tis a dangerous 
moment to espresa myself fully. Pmdenco dictates a reserve, and 
I shall obey her till I have the pleasure of meeting you. 

"Ihavc sold my cutter to the admiral for $5000, with permission 
to carry away 1(10,000. If my cargo hud sold for as liandsome 
advance on the cost as the vessel Jias I should have made a very 
handsome voyage, but this is not the case. The cargo will not lit- 
tle, if any, more than Llie original cost, and, from intelligence direct 
from the Mauritius, I am coDviuced that if 1 had gone there I should 
have met with considerable loss. 

'I um exceedingly anxious to hear from home : whether we are 

V at peace or war, how the American navy goes on, from whence 

officers are to come, whether we have a military school, and (what 

re nearly concerns me) whether Bill and George ore in the navy 

or army, for I cannot conceive of their remaining noulcr. On the 

mtrary, I trust their ambition will lead them lo be foremost in 

danger, considering life as a seeondarj- object wlicn engaged in the 

cause of justice and honor." 



TI1C8O two letters appear to mc to possess sin;b intrin- 
Bic interest, from the evidence of character they affort], 
that 1 have thought it best to give thcin in full, thongU 
they contain much that is irrelevant to the voyage. IE 
we take into consideration tho fact that tho writer was 
then only twenty-four, that the only advantages of edu- 
cation he had eujoyed were those afforded by the com- 
mon schools of Salem in the last ceutnry, and that he 
had left school at fottrtcca to enter a counting-room, 
from wJiich, at eighteen, he had embarked on his first 



I 



I 



VOYAGES OF A MBRCfHANT NATIGATOK. 

voyage, it must be acknowledged that these letters are 
remarkable, alike for the intelligent thought and deci- 
eion they display, and for the 6implicity and ease of 
their style. And to tliis I may add that, like all hie 
joiirnala and letters, they are written in a hand which 
rivals copper-plato in the perfect symmetry of oveiy 
line and letter. 

Taken in connection with the snceessfnl accomplish- 
ment of the voyage, which bo many had declared to be 
impoaaible, they furnish a very interesting ilhiatration 
of the intellectual development which had been stimn- 
lated by the commercial activity of Salem. 

The history of the arraiigGmenta for the sale of vessel 
and cargo, ami their final result, cannot be better told 
than in the following extract from the published "Nar- 
rative ;" 

" The next day my papers and letters ■were returned to me by Ihe 
secretary of t3ie admiral, aud I was surprised by a proposition from 
him for tlie purcbase of tbc vessel. I delayed giving au immediate 
answer, and in the meantime my inquiries led me to believe that my 
cargo would sell advantageously; but Uierc waa nothing but specie 
Oukl would answer my purpose to Uilte away, and tlial waa prohib- 
ited. Witli a provision for the removal of tbis difficulty, and a good 
price for my vessel, I was prepared lo negotiate with Uie aeeretary. 
Keeling bim at Ibo time appointed, and both being what in trade is 
called oft-hand men, we soon closed liic bargain by bis engaging to 
pay me, on delivery of the CaroU'OC and stores, five tliousand Spanish 
dollars, and to obtain for me permission to export ten thousand. 
This so far exceeded llie cost of the vessel, and was even so much 
more than I had expected (o receive at the Isle of France, that I con- 
Bidercd myself well indemnified for all my trouble Bad anxiety. 

" As the admiral was pressing to have llio vessel discliarged, it 
was my intention to land the cargo next day on my own account; 
but in the meantime I contracted with the merehant at whose house 
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I now reaided, for llie whole of it at a moderate advance on llie in- 
Foice, it bciug agreed tliat he was lo pay the duties, tbe cxpcDse of 
knding-, etc. My BpirilB were now much elevated with my success, 
the prospect of Boon being rid of the Caroline, and of the care ioacp- 
amhle from having such a vessel, so circumstanced. 

"But new and alarming dilHcultiea awaited me, of which I had 
no suspicion, and which were more harassing than the dangers of 
winds nod waves. It n;]peaTcd that the duties an entries at the cus- 
tom-liousG were a percentage on the invoice, and that it was a very 
common practice with the merchants to make short entries. The 
purchaser of my cargo was aware that, lo stand on equal footing 
Willi other merchants, he must do as they did; but he seems not to 
have reSected that, being known to be more hostile to the English 
government than any otlier individual at the Cape, be would be 
rigidly watched, and, if detected, would have less indulgence than 
any other. The consequence was a detccliou of the short entry and 
a seizure of vessel and cargo. 

" The merchant went immediately, in a supplicating mood, to the 
coUcctor, in the liopc of arranging the affair before it sliould become 
generally known, but it was all in vain. 

"The only alternative that seemed now to tre left me was lo ' 
appeal to the highest authority, and I determined to write to Lord 
Macartney, and prove to him (hat, by my contract for the sale of the 
cargo, the duties were not to 'be paid by me, and that, consequently, 
I shonld have derived no benefit had the attempt for evading them 
succeeded; hut that, on the other hand, if the vessel and cargo were 
to 1m confiscated, I should be the suSerer, as it was doubtful if the 
merchant conld make good iLe loss. I hoped he might thus be in- 
duced to advise a less severe course llian the collector intended to 
pursue. But how to write a suitable letter embarrassed me. 1 had 
no friend with whom to advise. I was entirely ignorant of llie 
proper manner of addressing a nobleman, and at the same time was 
aware of the necessity of conforming lo customary rules. In this 
dilemma I remembered to have seen, in an old magazine on hoard 
my vessel, some letters addressed to noblemen. These I sought us 
models, and they were a useful guide to me. After completing my 
letter in my best hand, I enclosed it in a neat envelope and showed it 
to the admiral's secretary, who appeared to he friendly to me. 
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I approved of it, and advised my taking It siyGclf to his lordship im- 
' tnediately, 

"Aa the ScLoolboy approaches liia inuBter after Jiaving played 
truaot, BO did X approach Lord Macartney on this occasion. I de- 
livered my letter to Lim, and, after hastily reading It, he sternly said 
[ tliDt 'he could not interfere in the husiness; there Wei's the laws, 
[ snd if they lind been infriuged the parties concerned must abide the 
I consequences;' hut he added ho 'would speak to tlio collector on 
the subject.' This last addition, delivered in rather a milder tone, 
e that the affair would not end so dieBB- 
D llie discretion of Ibe collector. Mor 
:st day the vessel and that part 
n board wero restored to me; while tlie 
' portion in the possession of the Collector was to bo adjudged in the 
I fiscal court, where it was cvcutually condemned, to llio amount of 
I about $2000, which, as a favor to the merchant, I agreed to share 
I with him. The succeas of my letter was the theme of public con- 
' Terstttion in the town, and was llie means of procuring me the ac- 
f quaintanee of several individuals of the first reapcctabiliiy. 

" The delay caused by this controversy was unfavorable to the 
*iewa of the admiral, who hegau to evince symptoms of impatience, 
} And would probably have taken out the cargo with liis own i^en if 
!t about it with earnestness as soon as the vessel was 
I released from ncizure. Having, Ihe day following, completed the 
unlading, I delivered the vessel to the officer who was authorized to 
take possession. In two days after she was expedited, with a lieu- 
tenant of the navy in command and a competent number of men (I 
hclievo for India), and in a subsequent voyugo I leurned that she 
never had hecn heard of afterwards. It is probable that the ofilccr 
la charge, having been accustomed only to large and square-rigged 
vessels, was not aware of the delicacy of management required by 
one so small ami differently rigged, and to this her ioas may lie at- 
tributed, 

"The various drawbacks on my cargo, arising from seizure, some 
damage, and some abatement, reduced the net proceeds to about the 
original cost. This, willi the amount of the vessel, I collected in 
Spanish dollars, making altogether, after my various disbursements, 
the sum of $11,000, which I kept iu readiness to embark on ILe first 
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vessel that should enter the bay on her way to India or China. I 
was obliged, however, to wait several months before any such chance 
offered. In the meantime my long residence and leisure at the Cape 
afforded me the opportunity of becoming acquainted with many 
families, and of visiting many places of interest in the vicinity of 
Cape Town " 

2* 
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CHAPTER III. 

Voyage from China to the Northwest Coast of America. — Letters 
from Canton. — Difficulties of tlic Uadertakiog. — Ilardsbips of 
the Voyage.— Mutiny of the Men,— Adventures on Ibe Coast— 
Safe Return lo Canton. 

ALTHOCon tliQ authoEitiea at the Capo could discover 
no evidence tliat ho was actually a bearer of despatches 
from tho Directory, tlie measnres they adopted served 
effectually to prevent their delivery. 

It was more than four months before an opportunity 
offered to leave the Cape, and so long a time elapsed 
before he visited tlie lale of France that the final de- 
livery of tlie despatches to tho authorities there served 
only to prove that lie had been faithful to his trust. 
The following is his last letter before leaving the 
Cape: 

" Cape or Goon Hope, Augutt 1, 1788. 

""Were you to judge from tho date of my letter, you would 
undouhtedly conclude I was thus far on my return from India, and 
with reason, for no one would suppose it possible to remain in tills 
place four months witliout meeting an opportunity for Bengal. 
Ttiis, however, has really been my chbc, whether from a decline of 
the American commerce, or a dislike of the masters of ships to 
subject themselves to the scrutiny practised by the officers of the 
navy, or both, I know not; but. in consequence of it, and a fear 
that it may be yet a long time before I meet such an opportunity as 
I wish, I have taken up with the oaly one that Ims offered, on board 
the brig Betiey of Baltimore, and we sail to-morrow morning for 
I could have wished wo were bound to a more pleasant 
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climate; but my patience ■whe quite exhausted, and I preferred I 
risking my health to waiting any loBger here. I do not intend 
coming home before the spring or summer of 1799. Fleusc advise 
my friend, Mr. Jamca Prince, of my dcBliaalioa." 

In Ilia nest letter from Batavia we have tiic first 
intimation of his contemplation of a voyage to the 
northwest coast of America, and in tlie succeeding one, 
from Canton, the annonncement of liia deciEion to at- 
tempt it. As this was one of his most adventurons 
voyages, involving certain exposure to very groat hard- 
ship, with constant risk of destruction ; and as tlie 
danger was incalculably increased by the circumstanees 
attendant upon it, these letters posBCBs especial interest, 
showing as they do hia recognition of the difflculties lie 
had to encounter, by the efforts he made to find other 
means of profitable investtnent, and his wish to save his 
friends from anxiety, by the pains he takes to assure 
thetn of his excellent equipment for the voyage. 

The appreciation of its boldness in the minds of com- 
petent judges is afforded by the incidental testimony of j 
an unprejudiced witness. 

It happened that, on hia arrival at Canton, after tho 
successful accomplishment of the voyage, a Hussian 
exploring expedition, under the command of Admiral 
Kruzensteni,wa8 lying in port. 

In his subsequently published history of the ex 
dition the admiral mentions the fact of my father's I 
arrival at Canton while lie waa there, and speaks of the i 
voyage as a very extraordinary one. 

lie makes the mistake, however, of ascribing i 
achievetncut to an Englishman, which probably aro 
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from tlie fact that the vessel had previously beeu under 
English colors, and again .issnnicd them on my father's 
return, when she was sold to an Englishman. Tho 
liistory of tho KuEsian expedition was reviewed in tlie 
Iforth America?!, of which Jared Sparks was then 
editor; and, in order to correct this mistake, he, being 
n warm personal friend of my father, procured from 
him a somewhat detailed account of the voyage, which 
may be found in No. 57 of the North Avieriean Review 
{October, 1827). It ia introduced with the prefatory 
remark that — 

"Ab Ihia Toyage was one of an eslraordinniy character, and 
evinced a degree of enterprise, perseverance, and decision rarely to 
be met willi, and worthy of imitation, we are happy to have aa op- 
portunity to lay a short sketch of it before our readers." 

After giving my father's account of its leading inci- 
dents, the notice concludes with the following com- 
ment: 

"Thua was accomplislied, in ahout eight months, one of Ibe most 
Btduous, successful, and, all tilings coaaidcred, iiazordous voyages 
of whieh any account haa been given." 

At this date I trust that no apology is necessary for 
giving the following letters in full : 

"Batavia, September 11, 1708. 
- "Before my departure from the Cape I left a few lines with Mr. 
Hubner, to inform you of my detention. It would give me great 
pleasure if I could now inform you of my speedy return from hence. 
"Had I been fortunate enough to meet with a vessel that could 
take fifty or sLtly Ions freight to America or Europe, I should bave 
mode a very handsome voyage. Coffee can be purcliascd here at 
} cents per lb., American weight, dcllvorablo ou board; sugar at 
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$6.50 per cwt.; eilherof which articles would prolmbly yield a profit 
of two hundred per ceut. clear of lUl cliargea. But this prospect I 
am obliged to leave, or wait ia this unhealthy climate at a great 
expense, wilhout being certain of an opportunity. Of Ihe two evils 
I bare made choice of the former ua the Boiallcst, and shall sail 
to-morrow ia the ship 5iri/K, of New York, Captain White, for 
China. From thence I Bhall endeavor to freight for the Mauritiua, 
if possible; if not, direct for America; and if neither of these can be 
done, I shall then probably purchaao a small vessel and go to the 
northwest coast for furs; but tiiis last I shall not do unless the 
prospect is very great, and there is no possibility of getting to 
America or Europe. 

" The remittance I made you from Europe will not be near ndequnla 
to your vraats, and were I not acquainted with the resources you 
have, I should be very uneasy on your account. I can easily con- 
ceive of its being diaagreenble to you to talie up money on my 
account, hut, while you are doing it, you ought to recollect the 
pleasure I derive from discharging those debts. Were it not for 
this, money would hardly be worth taking care of. I hope to be 
with you in May next." 

■' Canton, MtKmier 84, 179ft 

"As there will be a direct opportunity to write you in about a 
month by a Salem and a Boston vessel, I intended to let this vessel 
go without writing, hut recollecting, if I did, you would not expect 
my being here neit year, and would, in consequence, miss the 
opportunity of sending me letters by the ships that will be leaving 
America about the time you will receive this, I hastened to remind 
you of it, and that I shall look out for letters by New York, Boston, 
or Salem vessels. I am now about two years absent from my 
friends, and have not received a line from any of them. Remind 
Uiem of this, and I know they won't faU to write me. 

'■I endeavored to freight my property home to America, more 
with a desire of being again employed by Mr. E. U. Derby, Jr., 
than profit, or any other consideration; but my efforts were in- 
effectual wilhout making too great sacriiices, and I had no other 
alternative than doing as I have done, which is to fit out an expedi- 
tion to the northwest coast of America for furs. 

"I am two-thirds concerned in a fine cutter, and the same propor- 
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tioQ of cargo. We shall be well manned and armed, and, I doubt 
not, meet witli euccess. The prospect is considered greater at 
present tlian it has been for several years post. If Bill or George 
liave become sailors, nad are inclined to enter the for trade, I 
doubt not of being &blo to do something for one of them; though 
it would not be prudent to come dependent on meeting me liere, 
because, if I fail of success the first season, I shall winter on the 
coast. I shall write jou very particularly by the Boston aud Salem 
Tcssela." 

"Cabton, December 15, 1788. 

"I have written you two letters from this place, both of which 
will advise you that I am bound to the northwest coast of America. 

"The only part I wish lo repeat is concerning a provision for 
yom'self. Do anything with, me or my property rather than want. 
I know you have many warm friends in Salera, and I know how 
nnpleasant it is lo ask asaislance of Ihem; but, as it is only for the 
moment, and it is quite out of my power to make you a remittance, 
I do not see that you can do otherwise. 

" I want exceedingly to see you and my valued friends in Salem, 
but my pride (for it in nothing else) will long deny me that hap- 

" Cantok, January 6, 1760. 
"This is the last letter I shall write you this season, as I shall sail 
to-morrow for the northwest coast of America. We are thirty days 
earlier than I at first intended, in consequence of bearing of several 
vessels from America on the same voyage; and have so enlarged our 
Block OS lo make it amount to $18,600. Should wc not be the &Tst 
vessel on the coast, I am persuaded we shall do as well as those (bat 

" We have every possible advantage. A vessel well calculated for 
inland navigation, the best articles of trade that can be carried, a 
linguist who speaks the Indian language as well us his own, and 
ofBccTS experienced in the business. Should wo fail of success, with 
all these advantages, it will bo very citraonlinary iil-fortune, and 
such as I don't choose lo expect. 

"I wrote you a long letter by the ElUaMth, and desired you to 
use my credit for any money you may want; and even to sell out a 
part or the whole of my present speculation rather than be distressed. 
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"Should your other Bources fail, I iasiat that jou do anything 
with me or mine rather than want. Should Bill or George come to 
China, and my first Toyage prove successful, I could give one of 
them a herth on hoard my cutler; and when I leave her, which I 
espect to do after two seasons, will leave the coEfiignments with the 
OQO who chouses the husiueas." 



It will be Ecea in this last letter that he dwells upon 
the encouraging features of the uiicicrtaking, but luakea 
no allusion to the circumstances which would Lave de- 
terred most men from attempting it, and of which lie 
mnst hiive been fully aware, even if ho had not been 
warned of them by veteran navigators, who regarded 
the attempt aa the wild echeme of an inexperienced 
youth of twenty-five. 

It is proper that these circumstances should be fully 
stated, in order that they may be appreciated by those 
who are ignorant of the technical obstacles he bad to en- 
counter. The first and most important of these was the 
fact that, until he could weather the northern end of 
Formosa, his course was directly in the teeth of the 
northeast monsoon, which at that season blew almost in- 
cessantly, and often with great violence, and would have 
rendered the voyage, in a square-rigged vessel, an im- 
possibility. This difficulty would linve been removed 
could he have waited a month later, as he first intended ; 
but the news that ships had sailed from Boston for the 
same object rendered the necessity of being early upon the 
coast an essential condition of success. His theory was 
that, in his small fore-and-aft-rigged vessel — which will 
mn several points nearer the wind than a square rig — 
he could beat iip the coast of China, keeping so near the 
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shore tliat lie cotild rtin in and come to anclior when 
the weatlier was so tempestiionB tliat he could make no 
headway against it. But this, of course, exposed Jiim 
to sucli danger of shipwreck as lie would have escaped 
on the open ocean, with plenty of sea-room ; and this 
danger was greatly enhanced by the fact that no accu- 
rate chart of the coast could be proenred, and the near- 
est approach to it he was able to get was a manuscript 
map, drawn for him by a navigator who had some fa- 
miliarity with its features. For the performance of Buch 
duties as would be required, it was eminently desirable 
that his crew should be composed of orderly, reliable, 
and efficient seamen, and the risk of capture by tlie Ind- 
ians, after arriving on the coast of America, made it 
necessary to carry a much larger crew than the ordinary 
complement of a vessel of that size. The only men that 
could be had, however, were of the worst class — the de- 
serters from other vessels, who were hanging about Can- 
ton, ready to take up with any means of egress that 
offered. It is, perhaps, difficult, at this day, for a mar- 
iner wiioso experience of ocean life has been gained 
under the light of modern science, and with the aid of 
modern appiiances and inventions, to appreciate the dif- 
ficulty, danger, and hardship of such a voyage, or the 
courage and determined will required for its successful 
execution. lie sailed from Cauton on tJie 10th of Janu- 
ary, 1799, passing Macfto at four p.m. on the same day, 
and keeping a long distance from the shipping, lest some 
of his men might be reclaimed by the ships from which 
they had deserted. 
I do not propose to repeat the details of the voyage. 
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wliieli lias been 80 well told in Ilia "Narrative." II is jour- 
nal of eacli ddy's experience is in my posseBSioii, and 
also a niunuacript of twcaty-eiglit pages of letter-sheet, 
written at sea, when on liis return, for the entertain- 
ment of his father, giving a full account of all his e.v- 
periences; and tlie performance of the voyage itself is 
Bcarcoly less wonderful than the fact that, under all tlicr 
difficulticB of the Bitiiation, both journal and manuscript 
are executed in a liand like copper-plate, sncli as not 
one man in a thousand could equal witli every appliance 
for fikilful penmanship. Yet this was long before the 
invention of metallic pens, and, to liis latest day, my 
father disdained their use, and adhered to the goose- 
qnill. A few extracts from these nianuscriptB, written 
at the time, and without a thought of their ever being 
made public, will servo to show some of the cbaracter- 
isticB which, in reality, formed the groundwork of his 
suceeas. Thus, in the account of the voyage ■written 
for his father's amusement, the opening passage shows 
clearly bow fully he was aware of the difficulties be had 
to encounter, and how carefully be had considered his 
means of coping with them ; 

" I Ihink you wcro informed, by one of my lo.^l kltcra from Clil- 
DQ, of my dctEnninatioa to Bail from tbcnco earlier than 1 ttt trst 
inlcniled, in consequence of bearing of several vesBels filling out for 
a similar voyitge from America; and to tliis I am indebted for tbc 
Bucceas of my voyage, as I shall Bhow ytiu in course. It was. Low- 
ever, contrary to tlie advice of my best friends, and the most espe- 
ricncod navigators in those seas, some of whom took considerable 
pains to dissuade me from it by Iclling me tiiat, as it was at Uie 
height of the northeast monsoon, there would be a continual rapid 
current against me, and frequent gales of wind; that I might beat a 
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' moDtli wiiliout gainltig any to windward, ojid Bliould flntOlj return 
— if nt all— wilii my saila and rigging torn lo pieces, lo refit. I was, 
OS you will imagioc, not pleased with such gloomy prospects, but 
concluded that, if I weis to meet ruin, It might aa well he hy bclDg 
torn to pieces on the China coast as to arrive on llic coast of Amer- 
ica after (he object of my voyage had been secured by other vessels. 
I was the more encouraged to make the trial as I could not learn 
that it had ever heea attempted at thu same Bcasou of the year by 
any European; Iherclore my advisers could not be certain of its im- 
practicability. I linew, also, that they supposed I should keep aC — 
what is generally called— a prudent distance from the shore, and did 
not conceive Ibnt any man would beat up, for the most part, within 
hail of an extensive, dangerous coast, not only without having any 
experience along it, but with no other guide than an imperfect man- 
uscript chart. 

"The handineas of my vessel and her easy drauglit of water led 
tnc to do this, in the expectation that I should meet with regular 
tides, and that, when they were against me, I should often be able 
to anclior, and on this I principally depended for the accomplishment 
of this arduous task. On the 10th Januai'y, 1799, having all hands 
on board, in number twenty-one persons, consisting — except two 
Americans— of English, Irish, Swedes, and French, but principally 
the first, who were nmawaya from the men-of-war and Indiamen, 
and two from a Botany Bay ship, who had made their escape — for 
we were obliged to take such as we could get—served to complete a 
list of as accomplished villains as ever disgraced any country. I 
weighed anchor from Anson's Bay at eight A.m., with a fresh breeze 
from the northeast, and cloudy, unpleasant weather, passing Slacoo 
Boads at four p.m. at a considerable distance, (earing to go within 
gunshot of the shipping, lest they should bring us to and take our 
t, many of whom belonged lo these very ships." 



Three wcelcs of incessant laboi', Iiardsliip, and expos- 
1 nro proved that tlic terrors of tlie voyage had not been 
I exaggerated. Beating np against tlio wind whenever a 
I favorable tide or a temporary diminution in its violence 
I enabled them to do so, yet often finding tlicmselvcs, Ht 
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iilglit, nl)roMt, nnil MotriKllnirii IcnKiiCM to loownrc] of, tlio 
point tliuy liud loft in Miu inorriliim niniiin^ !n to iin- 
olior lit iii((iiE lit any liiii'linr tlioy coiilii iiiilIcu, mid nvnll- 
in^ tliomwlveH, in iWiuk mo, of tliu infoi'iimtion tlioy 
coulil ^ut froiri tliu n*li(iniitin or pro|irtotorii of tlio 
JniikR, of wliluli tlioy ofloii foinul larKo ttaotK nl atiulior 
ill tlio Imrlioi'N ; Movoml lIinoN liiivln^ liair-brouiltli oiioiii)uit 
from minkun roflcH, on wliiuli lUwy toniiliui] or ituwiud 
cliiMu hy in i)fiioraricc, and no RoMtiniinliy wet tliron){li 
llint tlio Iiilior of fiirrylnK dotlion ii|i into tlio r(n;K''iff t" 
dry wHH niirutnlllliiK, (lAimod miidIi unfToriiiK >)»<J duproi- 
■ion ill tlio crow ns finnlly to liruuk ont In opoii niii- 
tiny. 

A iin((Io ontraot wilt norvo m a naniplo of tlio oxporl- 
onoei HO often I'upciitivl tinit ovon tliu [loniNiil of lliuni 
in tlio daNy Journal bocoinDS [lojiroKiIn^ from it* ])niiifnl 
iiiijiiotyny : 

"On t.liit irmrnlnit t>f llm ttlut wn wcltflinl niidior, ntiil iml out In 
comimny wlllt Nnvcrnl jimkii, iiail (111 Ilia ii4tli 1im<1 tin nlUnr tliiiti ii 
licmt wliiil, kiimnUmuM liU>«i\ng very tivMh, at (il.lii>r>> iiiiiduriila, In 
lliu rrjnitiir mnp, wIiitii wn I'liiiM i{ul:i nolliliiu l>y U'litlnu, wo gfiwr- 
iilly fitiinil A Rmoolli pliiRu In ivliluli to tiiiotiur, unil In ilia lutlor wara 
nlwMy» frjrf'i'il lo Hiiclior wtii'ii Hi" i.lila inniltt ntfiliml ii*, In Uia 
intiriiltiii 'if llin 34lli wi< liml u IlKlit lirnimo from miiitliwdiit, wlildl), 
Miiiii nflcr inr.ronalnit, lilnw it kdimI wlioluniilj bruciiD all liay, unil 
I wH* Dutiorliitt MiyM'ir ll woiilil rgiriy ii* roiiml tttu norili i>ml of 
FormoM, wijcn llix iiiiwt illlH'iiill imrl of llin jiiMMipi winijil linvu 
Iwun uMinplDloil i hut In IliU t wim nrli'Viiiialy <ll(u]ipiilritiwl, tor. at 
(ilfllit I'.M,, tlin wliiil ililflml, 111 ntrjtiLiN, la Itn olil i|iiiir((ir, llinnnrili' 
eiiat, nii'1 lilaw vrry Imril, Till lliu iilulit u( tlio DUlli wu cmillnuml 
plyltitf In winilwiiril ni'iir Dm Kliorii, wlinn. It twliin vrry ilurk, wo 
I'liulil MiilitiitM iin uiii'liiiruip'i "ii'l tlicroforc il'iml mil In Mfa (111 ■nvnu 
ii'rtldi'k llin noil inuniliiKi nail 'Ik'o liickiKl lu ilnnil In nRulii: At 
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this lime it blew a gale of wind; the sea had, consequently, risen 
very higU, and, in carrying our douljle-reefcd Bails, our Utile vmsoI 
was mostly under water. At half-past nine, seeing the water break 
considerably ahead, we supposed it to be caused by a strong eurreot 
gelling to windward, and therefore did not alter our course to nvoid 
it, particularly as we judged we must have passed over it while 
elanding out. However, in passing it this time the vessel struck ODce, 
a severe sho<:k, and the neitt wave carried us over, but filled the 
deck with sand. We immediately tried the pumps, and had the 
satisfaction to Hod the vessel yet tight, and appiarcnlly uninjured. 
After escaping this danger, where, had we stopped, the vessel must 
inevitably have perished, we ran in to find a harbor, and succeeded 
by running four leagues to leeward, and at three p.m. anchored in a 
Binootli, sandy bay near a fleet of junks, which, like ourselves, had 
put in to avoid the atonn." 

It had become obvious tliat a mutiiioiis spirit was 
working among tlie men, and oq the morniug of Janu- 
ary 30, when the order was given to weigh anchor, the 
boatswain came aft with tlie annonncement that they 
liad come to a determination to do no more duty till 
certain conditions were agreed to, among which were, 
that they siionld do no unnecessary work, of which they 
ivcro to bo tlie judges; all hands should never be kept 
up, except when they saw proper, and the first oflicer'a 
oondnct ninst be regulated by a line they would mark 
ont, etc. 

No grosser miscalculation of character was ever made 
than by these men, in supposing they eonld accomplish 
their object by threats or intimidation. 

Immediately on their refusing to do duty locks were 
pnt upon the hnrness-cnsks, and they were told that, if 
they would not work, tlicy shonld not eat, A few of 
the men remained faithful, and none more so than black 
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George, tlic niif^ainly negro described in the account of 
tlio voyage from Havre. Wlmtevcr niiglit bo liis defi- 
c i en eiea, George liad no lack of courage, and he knew 
Iiow to appreciate kind nsage. lie had once saved bia 
master's life, wlien a slave in Georgia, at the cost of a 
severe gunshot wound from a treaclieroua Indian, and 
his freedom was given him as the reward. Bnt his buI)- 
sequent employers had taken advantage of his simplic- 
ity, and cheated him out of his wages, till he had learned 
to distrust every one. My father's treatment of him was 
BO unlike hia previous experiences that he would not 
leave hicn, hut remained with him as hia aervant for 
several years, and finally died in Boston, and was buried 
there, with a suitable headstone ei-ected by my father 
in memory of his services. 

With the small force who refused to join the niuti- 
neci'S immediate preparations were made to reaiat the 
expected attack from them, as they swore they would 
have pro visions. 

Two 4-ponnd cannon were loaded with grape-ehot, 
and pointed forwaM from the quarter-deck, and every 
one in the after part of the vessel was armed with a 
musket and a brace of pistols. It should be remembered 
that this was in the day of flint-locks, and nearly fifty 
years before revolvers came into use. The men were 
then told that, if any one of them came abaft the hatch- 
way, he would be instantly Bhot,and,if they attempted to 
come in a body, or to take provisions from the harness- 
casks, the decks would be swept by the cannon, at each 
of which a man was stationed with a lighted match. As 
the mutiueet's had nu other ai'Jiis than handspikes and 
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' Iiatcliets, they did not venture an attack, but stood at 
bay, liurling imprecatious at their opponents; and tlins 
tliey watched each other for the whole day. 

Towards niglit the proposition was made to set them 
ashore, which tliey eagerly agreed to, on the snpposition 
that they conld then make their own terms for retnrn- 
ing, as they knew that the voyage eonld not bo prose- 
cuted witli the small number that remained. My father, 
on the other hand, was equally confident that their situ- 
natfon on shore would be so uncomfortable that they 

[ would bo glad to he allowed to return on board on con- 
dition of doing their duty. And such proved to be the 

I case, as will be seen from the following extract from his 

I- own account : 



s our annliorage was nol secure, wo, the next morning, weighed 
in into Q Bandy bay, where the men had been landed. 
B soon OB the sikils were boistcd tlirco of the mca made their 
I &ppearance. and — supposing we were going off to leave tbem — kept 
(raving tbeir jackets and hats for ua to send for tlium. When we 
1 hod aucliored I sent a boat ashore, but only one of Lbem came off iu 
f her, and he gave aucb a lamentable account of their treatment on 
I shore that I felt eonfident of bringing the others to terms. The 
»ain and one sailor, Iwing tlie ringleaders of the mutiny, and 
I very dangerous men, I determined not to take on any account. 

" They kept in sight of the vessel all day. In the afternoon, with 
y glass, I saw the gimner come down to the shore and wave his 
I jacket. I immediately scat the boat for him, but the others, seeing 
this, ran after him and forced him to go back with them. One of 
Iho riogleadera sent off word that if 1 would send a written agree- 
to use them well they would all return to their duty. My only 
I reply was to hoist the boat on board again, seeing which they moved 
off to find shelter for the night, 

, was late in the morning of February 8 before any of them 
[ made llicir appearaucc. At nine o'clock wo hoisted tiic colors, fired 
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a 4-pound cannon, and weighed anchor, when thoy all came out from 
behind a rock, where they had doubtteaa been watching our motions. 
I then ordered the boat out, and with my second ofHcer and four 
hands, well armed, went aa near the heach as the surf would permit 
I called thorn all down to the water's side and told them 1 was then 
going Rway; that I knew there were Beveral of them desirous of re- 
turning to their duty, hut were deterred by the others; thai it they 
would come forward I would protect Ihem, and would fire at any 
cue who tried to prevent Ihem, They replied that they were all 
ready and willing to return to their duty, but the two ringleaders 
were more ready than the others, and when Iliey were rejected they 
Bwore none of the others should go, and presented their knives at 
the breasts of two of them and threatened lo stab them If they at- 
tempted to do so ; a third seemed indifferent, and a fourth was lying 
drunk on the beach. Ilaving secured three, and one yesterday, 
which was four out of the ten, and which, with a little additional 
precaution, was securing the success of the enpedilion, I did not 
think proper to put my threat in execution of firing on Ihem. 

"After dinner I sent the second officer with four hands, well 
armed, to make a last effort, but by this time those whose fate was 
decided liad persuaded the others to share it with them, and had 
earricd the drunken man out nf reach, declaring that tliey knew we 
dHre not go on the coast of America with so feeble a crew, and we 
should take them all or none. 

"Having now a light breeze from the westward and a favorable 
cuiTent, I concluded to have no further altercation with them, and 
immediately lioislcd in the boat and made sail, leaving on tho island 
of Kemoy (which is >about three hundred and fifty miles northeast 
of Canton) six of my most able men. This was such a reduction of 
our number as would require unceasing vigilance and extraordinary 
caution lo counteract, aa the risk of being attacked by the Indiana 
-was, of course, incrcnscd in proportion to our diminished power of 



To save tlie necessity of ftitiiro recurrence to litis ap- 
parently unfortunate experience, I may mention here 
that tlie six men who were left on slioro were 6nb- 
ecquentjy sent by tlie Ciiincse authorities to Canton, 
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where they told swell Btories of tlie dangers and hard- 
sliips tlicy find suffered on tlie voyage in ttie cutter that 
my father's friends considered tlieir predictions fulfilled, 
and gave liini up for lost. On the other hand, the loss 
of so many Iiands, which seemed at tlie time a great 
misfortune, proved eventually a niost providential oc- 
currence, for they found, on arriving oti the coast, that 
their provisions had been so damaged by the continual 
BtorniB that, even with their diminished number's, they 
were forced to be put on allowance, and if they had had 
their full complement they would have been obliged to 
leave the coast before half completing tlieir cargo, in 
order to escape starvation. The success of the voyage 
was therefore due to this event, which at the time 
seemed a great misfortune. 

One week more of the same experience of working 
up, inch by inch, against continnal head-winds, and on 
February 10 they had the satisfaction of seeing the 
north end of the island of Formosa, bearing south, and 
distant ten leagues. 

Thus, after thirty- one days of incessant toil and ex- 
posure, he had accomplished that portion of the voyage 
which liad been represented as impracticable, and which, 
v;ith a fair wind, could have been made in three or four 
days. The passage across the North Pacific at that in- 
clement season, however, was but a continued scene 
of hardship and suffering. The wind was almost inva- 
riably so violent that they could carry hut little sail, 
and the sea so boisterous that tiie wateh on deck never 
escaped n complete drenching, and it was not unfrc- 
queutly tlie case that the fire in the caboose was cxtiti- 
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gnishcil. Before arriving on tlie coast the precaution | 
was taken of putting up a bulwark or screen made of ' 
hides, will cli were fastened to stanchions, all round tho 
Tessel, BO that the Indiana could not see on board and 
discover the small number of the crew. Then, when 
trading with them, only one canoe was allowed to oonio 
to the vessel at a time, and that at the stern, over which 
all communication was held. On the evening of March 
30 they arrived on the coast, and anchored in a snug 
harbor in Norfolk Sound, and for the next two months 
were basily engaged iu traffic with the natives. Only ' 
one or two vessels had arrived before them, and of these 
they had in one respect the advantage, as the small size 
of the cutter enabled them to navigate tlie innumerable 
inlets and bays with which the coast is indented — often 
in places where a large ship could not venture — and thus 
secure a great number of skins, singly or in small lots, 
which would not have reached them had they remained 
outside. But, on the other hand, tlie risk of attack from 
tho Indians was proportionally greater, as they more i 
than once met with canoes longer than their own vessel. 
It was evident on various occasions that an attack 
upon the vessel was contemplated, and all sorts of de- 
vices were resorted to by the savages to induce them to 
relax their vigilance, or throw them off their guard, in 
order to secure the coveted opportunity for boarding 
the vessel. But, although the intercourse with them 
was always kind and conciliatory, no reliance was ever 
placed upon their ))rofessions of friendship, and no op- 
portunity for the display of their treacherous character ' 
was ever afforded, although on one occasion they were ( 
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placed by accident In so perilous a, position tJiat notbing 
but a eoiieurrence of favorable circumstances prevented 
tlieir Titter destruction. Tbis was after having collected 
a very valuable cargo of fnra and nearly expended tlieir 
articles of barter, and wben tliey were seeking a safe 
place to replcnisli tbeir supplies of wood and water. 



" While steering to the westward with tliis in 
tlie rate of about two kuota, unauapicioua of daDger, the vessel sud- 
denly struck a sunken ledge nnd slopped. Perceiving llial ahe hung 
abaft the midships, and that there was three and a half futlioms un- 
der the howa, we immediately ran all the guns forward and carried 
out an anchor ahead ; but the tide ebbed so rapidly that all oar efforts 
lo lieave her o2 were ineffectual. We therefore heeled her on the 
aide, whence she would be less likely lo roll over. At low water the 
position of the vessel was such as to afford little room to hope that 
slio could escape bilging. She hung by about four feet amidships, 
having sHddcn forward as the tide fell, and brought up with the end 
of her bowsprit on tho bottom, while her keel formed an angle of 
forly-fivo degrees with the wnter-lino, Uic stcrcpost being fourteen 
or flftecn feet above Iho rock. This position, combined with a rank 
heel to alarbonrd, made it impossible lo atand on deck. We there- 
fore put a number of loaded muskets into the lK>at, and prepared lo 
make such resistance in case of attack as could be made by fifteen 
men crowded into a uxteen-foot boat. Our aiiuntlon was now one 
of the most painful anxietj, no less from the prospect of losing our 
vessel and the rich cargo we had collected with so much toil, than 
from the apprehension of being discovered in thia defenceless state 
by any one of the hostile tribes by whom we were surrounded. A 
canoe of the largest class, with thirty warriors well armed, had left 
ua but half an liour before we struck, and were now prevented from 
seeing us only by liaviog passed round a small island. Should the 
vessel bilge, there existed scarcely any other chance for the preser- 
vation of our lives than the precarious one of falling in with some 
ship before we were discovered by Indians. Tiiat ahe would bilge 
if the weather varied in any degree from tlic perfect calm which Ihcn 
prevailed waa aliuost a certainly. Mora thiiu leu hourn were passed 
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in tbis agonizing stale of suspenBe, watching tlie liorizon to discover 
if any savages were approaching; tlie heavenB, if there were a cloud 
tliat laiglit cbuuce to ruffle the surface of the water; the vessel, 
whoso occasional cracking seemed to warn us of destruction; and 
when the tide began to flow, impnliently observing its apparently 
slug^sh advance, while I invohintarily consulted my watch, the 
hands of which seemed to have forgotten to move. 

"At length the water, as the tide rose, having flowed over Ihe 
coamings of the hatches, which had heen caulked down in anticipa- 
tion of this event, without any indication of the vessel's lifting, I 
was deliberating on the propriety of cutting away the mast, when we 
perceived that she was beginning to rise. She soon after righted so 
much that we were able to go on board, and at lialf-past twelve in 
the night we had the indescribable pleasure of seeing her afloat 
again without having received any other apparent Injury than the 
loss of a few sheets of copper. 

"To the perfect calm, emooth water, and uncommon strengtli of 
our vessel may be attributed our escape from Ihia truly pcrilouB sit- 
oation. 

" I will not attempt to describe the joy I experienced at this es- 
cape. You may conceive of it by being reminded that on one aide 
was presented dcalti in its most horrid form, or a still more horrid 
captivity among the rudest savages; in the other, Ufe, liberty, ci 
pelencc, and a. sight of my friends again. 

" On tlie S3d we laid the vessel ashore and cut oif the rough cop- 
per, perceived that the keel was considerably bruised and a piece of 
the sbcsthing under the copper broken, but no material injury done. 
We gave her what repair the time would permit, and hauled off 
'nhcn the tide flowed so as to float her. We contiQucd navigating 
the Sound tUl the S9lh, when, having collected nineteen hundred 
skins, besides a good proportion of tails, which is considered a g 
cargo, I concluded to go to Norfolk Sound again and pick up what 
we could in the course of forty-eight hours, and Ihence to the Char- 
lotte Islands, preparatory to taking our departure from tho coast." 

This plan was carried out, and Bomc tlirec liutidred 
sktna added to their store, the suppliea of wood and 
water repleiiislicd, and on the 27lh 
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" We put lo sen, happy nt having ao rortunalely completed our busi- 
DBSB, aud doubly eo M leaving [bis icbespitable const, luilced, the 
criminal who receives a pardon under the gallows could liatdly 
feel a greater degree of exultation." 

Ilis return passage to China via tlie Sandwich Islands 
was cliieflj remarkablG by the pleasant contrast it af- 
forded to the hardships and dangers to which they had 
BO long been exposed. He arrived at Wainpoiv on the 
15th of September, and tlius describes liia meeting with 
liis friends there: 

"Several of tlie gentlemen who had predicted our destruction 
from attempting the voyage at the season we did, presumed, when 
they saw the cutter arrive, that we had failed, which indeed tbey bad 
anticipated, from the arrival in Canton several months before of the 
mulinoers whom we had left on the coast of China, and the sad 
Stories they bad told of hardship, danger, and cruel usage. 

" One of these gentlemen, on meeting me, was actually hegiDoing 
to espreas the commiseration he felt for my hard fortune, but per- 
ceiving nothing like dejection in my countenance he stopped to 
make inquiries, and was astonished to learn that wc had aecom- 
plished tlic voyage successfully and had a cargo on hoard llint would 
probably produce 160,000. A piece of information which I re- 
ceived on my arrival served to show rae in glaring colors my own 
ehort-Blghtedncss, and almost to make me a convert to the belief 
that ' whatever is, is right." 

"I allude to the loss of the ship Ontario. As I had known before 
arriving at Canton from Batavia that Captain "Wheaton was desti- 
tute of officers, I bad hoped through this means to embark myself 
and property for America free of expense; but only twenty-four 
hours before ray arrival ho had engaged a chief mate, regretting ex- 
ceedingly that he had not known that I was coming. My own dis- 
appointment was very great, as I knew not which way to turn till 
the offer of the cutter was presented. Had I arrived a few hours 
earlier in Canton I sliould have embarked in the Ontario, lost all my 
property, probably without insurance, and been left destitute in a 
foitign land." 
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Tlic Bea-ottcr skins whidi lio Iiad bought of the Ind- 
ians at the rate of eight f 



a skin 



jxchange for a 



I 



t prime g 
musket, were sold in Canton for ^26 each, and tlina the 
voyage was completed to tlie satisfaction of all con- 
cerned. I cannot better conclude iny acconnt of it than 
by the relation of a pleasant and unexpected rccnrrcnco 
to it in subscqnent yeara. 

Not long after the publication of my father's voyages 
in 1842, he was snrprised at receiving by mail a copy 
of the Peoria, Illinois, Register of July 22, 1842j con- 
taining the following: 



"Yankee Daring i 



-> Entbrpiiibg. 



" Under Oiia head wc copied a raonlh ago from the Boston Coviier 
a, notice of a new volume of voyi[ges,Ly Captain Cleveland of Boston. 

" Tbe article met the eye of an old friend of Captain Cleveland, who 
in the fulness of Lis heart has sent us the following letter, vrith tho 
request that ive should put it in editorial form. We prefer, how- 
ever, to puhlifih it just as he sent it. The writer ia the respected 
poatraaater at Andover, iu Henry County, and hia own life has been, 
little less proli&c of adventure than that of Lis salt-water friend. 
We knew him twenty-five or thirty years ago as the proprietor of 
the Tontine CoffeehouBC in New York, then one of tho principal 
hotels of that city. Like Captain Cleveland, he has counted hia 
doilars by the thousand, and ia now, at Iho turn of Fortune's wheel, 
content to keep a humble post-offlce In a town of twenty houses, 
and to live upoa tbe gaina of tho Andover grist-mill, which he has 
recently purchased." 

" Andover, July 7, 1843. 

" Mb. Davis, — In your paper of 34lb June is a sketch from Clove- 
land'H Voyages, taken from the Boston Cojiria: Having luyseir been 
Bomething of a traveller, it is pleasing to me to come norosa a faith- 
ful narrative, and such I know this to be from my intimate acquaint- 
ance with the writer. Not having beard before of the work, nor 
of Captain Cleveland for many years, I was greatly interested iu tbe 
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Bketcli, cspeciaUy as I was a party to aoine of the transactions de- 
scribed, 

"The skeleh says: 'With the |ll,00O in Lis pocket at the Cape 
of Good Hope, as above stated, and {7000 more, added by some 
associates. Captain Cleveland undertook a. voyage from China to the 
nortliwcat coast.' Now, I was one of Ibo 'associates' wbo added 
the J7000, baving piil in $3000 mjEclf, anollier friend Laving ad- 
vanced the same atnouut, and the remaining $1000 being furnished 
by Youqua, a silk merchant of Canton. Captain Cleveland, on bis 
return to CantoD, remitted to us, then in the United Stales, the 
amount o( our Invcslmcnt, which netted us over |13,000. Invest- 
ing this in bis hands, we next heard of liim at Copenhagen, in Den- 
mark, where ho had left with a banker $20,000 subject to our or- 
der, with profits still in liia bands. The latter remained with him 
OS a little capital for further adventure, and waa subsequently lost. 

" Aa to bis tosses of $200,000, 1 believe they fur exceeded that 
sum, and I have good opportunity of judging. Particulars are un- 
necessary, but I am untvllling not to add that many years after our 
concern was considered completely wound up, wo met by aecideni, 
without the least expectation on my part of receiving any more, at 
which time. Fortune having Jilted us, it was low water with both. 

"He volunteered the remark that be had recently very unexpect- 
edly received something from the wreck, and handed me the ac. 
count minutely and proportionally stated, with bis accustomed oc. 
curacy, wltli two hundred and odd dollars. It was at that time a 
pleasant windfall to both, uncertain which needed it most. 

" These things, with my personal acquaintance with the writer of 
these' Voyages,' who, through all the hardships of hia life, never.I be- 
lieve, drank any kind of drinkable but water—although that must 
often at sea have been unpalatable — warrant me in assuring the put>- 
lic that there can be nothing but unvarnished facts in the narrative; 
and not such stories as are often told by travellers esbiblting more 
rufSe than shirt. Although he is now, as be says, in an office in the 
Boston Custom-IIouse— a position which in New York has proved 
BO great a trial of integrity— he will be Richard J. Cleveland, and, rich 
or poor, will be the same ninn. I am too isolated to have my name 
add anytbiag to its nuthorily. Yours truly, 

"Ebek. Townsekd." 
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My father, who had heard nothing of his old friend 
for years, and had supposed him dead, was naturally 
much gratified at having thus unearthed him. It led to 
a pleasant correspondence and subsequently to a visit 
from Mr. Townsend, when my father was living with 
me in Burlington, New Jersey, when the two veterans 
" fought their battles o'er again " with great gusto. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Froni Canton to Calculta, and thence to l!ic Isle of France, — First 
Meeting witli William Slialcr.— From the Isle of France to Co- 
penhagen. — Purcliaae of the Brig Ldia Byrd, and Preparations 
for a Toyago Round the World. — The Count de Rouisaillon. 

Having disposed of the cutter and arranged witJi the 
purchaser to go in her as passenger, with a cargo of teas, 
etc., to Calcutta, he writes to his father from Canton, 
October 19, 1799, as follows : 

" As I cannot freight for America from hence, I have let part of 
Oie property, Siiy |21,000, on respondentia for Bengal, whither I am 
hound, and have left $20,000 (o he received hy a friend here, and 
remitted to me in Bengal, if it cud he done advantageously; iC not, 
to endeavor to freight it in fine goods from hence to America." 

The voyage to Calcutta was marked by two escapes 
from ruin, and in one of them from certain loss of life 
as well as property, such as no human foresight can 
guard against, and which are denominated as providen- 
tial or accidental, according to the faith or the want of 
it of the narrator. 

On the 5tli of Novcraber, while at anelior close in 
shore in the naiTow strait before coming to Italacca— 
"Wo saw a fleet of eleven Malay proas pass hy to the eastward, 
from whose view we supposed ourselves to have lieen screened by 
the trees and hushes near which we were lying. On perceiving so 
great a number of large proas sailing togetlier, we ftit convinced 
the; must he pirates, and immediately loaded our guns and pre- 
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pared for defence; lliough cooscioua that the fearEul odds between 
our crew of ten men, and tbeira.which probably exceeded a biindred 
to each vessel, left us scarce a ray of hope of successful resistance. 

" Wo watched Uieir progress, therefore, with that intense interest 
which men may naturally be supposed to fee!, whoso fortune, liber- 
ty, and life were dependent on the mere chance of their passing by 
without seeing us. To our great Joy they did so, and when the sails ' 
of the last of the fleet were no longer visible from our deck, and we 
realized the certainty of our escape, our feelings of relief were ia 
proportion to the danger that had threatened us. 

' ' On arriving at Malacca, the curiosity of the people was greatly 
csciled to know how wo Lad escaped tlic fleet of pirates which liail 
been seen from the town, and mliiin informed they oS'erpd ua \helt 
hearty and reiterated congratulatiuns." 

Of tlieir second escape tliey learned when they took 
the pilot on board off tlio mouth of the river, who told 
thcin that a lai'go Fortngneso ship, then in Bight, liad 
been attacked the day before by a French privateer, 
which she had beaten off. Had tJiey arrived a day 
sooner, therefore, they would have fallen an easy prey, 
and being under English colors the property wonld have 
been a total loss. 

At Calcutta he was again disappointed in his hope of 
finding an opportunity to freight hie property on ad- 
vantageous terms to the United States, and after resi- ■ 
dence tlicrc of three months he writes the following let- 
ter to his father, in which ho informs him of hia in- 
tended departure; but from prudential motives avoids 
giving him any intimation of the object he had in view ; 

■' Calctjtta, JfurcA, 18O0. 
" Tour packet by my friend Mr. Gray came to hand, just as Cap- 
tain Wheatland was leaving town to join his ship. I think I acknowl- 
edged the receipt of it, hut have no recollection what I wrote you. 
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"I have tvritten you from tliia place by the Criterion, Mermnid, 
Samion, and Perseteranee, and given you euch aa accouat ot tho 
property left in China, as well 
I should take it into my Lead di 
to know bow to settle it, and I hope will receive enough to en- 
able you to live with ense for the remainder of your life. 

"However, I urn under no apprehensions on this head, and doubt 
not I shall be able to wind up the busiocsB to my Hitibfaclion, and 
return ia the course of the year 1801. 

"If I had not gone so far in ray present undertaking that it would 
be making too great a sacrifice to relinquish it, I certainly would do 
BO, and take pa.'iaage with Mr. Gray in the Ulyxam, as it is not likely 
I shall again meet with bo agreeable an opportunity. 1 have seen 
none ot my countrymen in my travels possessing a greater combina- 
tion ot good qualitica, and I consider his friendship a valuable ac- 
quisition. 

"I flatter myaelf I may fall in with Bill and George before I re- 
turn to America. Accounts of the tremendous gnle at the Cape ot 
Qood Hope have reached us, and among tlie most fortunate of the 
unfortunate vessels that were caught in it I find is the brig Hannah, 
Captain Wyman. 

"George has in this inetnnce experienced a more disastrous gale, 
and been witness to a more distressing scene, than perhaps was ever 
known there; but he baa yet more dangers lo encounter on our bois- 
terous winter coast. The rcflectiog on dangers, however, is gener- 
ally as unpleasant as the experience of them. 

" As I leave all my books and papers here, I have thought proper, 
lest any accident abouid happen to prevent my getting them again, 
to enclose you copies of all my accounts of the voyage up lo the 
present time. 

'■I sent you from hence by the Peraeveranee, Captain Whealliind, 
flfty pieces of bandannas in a box marked R. 0. This I did fearing 
lest any accident should prevent your receiving the expected prop- 
erty left in China. 

"Heave this to morrow, and intend returning here again in four 
r five months, when I shail begin to think of turning my face tow- 
ards home. 

' If I meet wilh success, and a good opportunity offers nl ibal time 
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for treiglitiugtho property home aa safely as if I accompanied it.tloiit ' 
be surpriset], or think your sun crazy, should you hear be bad gone 
to Bombay, in order to go overland to the Mediterranean, and thence 
through Italy and France to Eogland. Sucli a tiling may happen, 
though appearancea are not much in favor of it; yet 1 think quite 
as much so aa they were of my seeing China wlicn I left Salem. I 
nm exceedingly desirous ot seeing my friends in Salem, hut there 
seems to bo a strange fatality attending every motion made to this 
effect. Pleasing myself with the idea that alt will turn out for the 
beat, lime passea as lightly with me as with most people; and I am 
persuaded that few people enjoy a greater share of happlnesa than 
myself, if you can conceive of there being any happiness in building 
Diry casllca and pursuing them nearly round the globe till tlicy 
vanish, and then engaging in a fresh pursuit. But enough of airy 
castles: should I meet with a solid one, I'll take care to have it well 
fortified in the latest stylo of enginccriug science. 

" I have become a burgher of the Danish settlement of Frederics- 
uagore, so that I am now a Dane, and must do as the Danes do." 

lie !iad, in fact, determined npou another expedition 
in a coekle-slie]l,thG object of whicli it was necessary to 
conceal from tbo autiioriticB of Bengal, who allowed no 
direct intercourse with the IbIo of France. 

lie had received intelligence that the French priva- 
teers had captured and sent in to that island bo many 
prizes that the inference was obvious that a ship coold 
be bought there on very advantageous terms: 

"I determined, therefore, to procure a boat of such diminu- 
tive size as to elude observation^ and, at the same lime, of so little 
value that the loss upon a re-sale would uot be serious. Such r 
one I found at Calcutta, nearly finished, of about twenty.flve tons, 
which I made n bargain for, to be completed immedbtely; to be 
ri^ed as a pilot-boat, with a mainsail, foresail, and jib; to bo 
coppered to the bonds, and delivered at the Danish scltlemeat of 
Serampore." 

The engagement was fulfilled, the vessel put under 
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tliQ Danish flag, my father hecame a Danish citizen, 
loaded the boat with onlj BofBcient cargo to put her in 
good trim, and, embarking hiiusel£ and servant as pas- 
Bengers, dropped qnietly down the river and made Bail 
for the Isle of France. 

The dificomfort of sncJi a boat on a voyage of forty- 
five days, nnder a tropical sun, was, of course, very 
great, and he acknowledges himself that "the attempt- 
ing such a passage in siieli a boat was certainly imprn- 
dent. It was not so mneh owing to ignorance of the 
risk as to that impatience which would not permit ordi- 
nary difficulties to interfere with the pursuit of a favor- 
ite object." 

I may hero appropriately introdnee an extract from 
a letter of Commodore Eiddle to my fatlier, in acknowl- 
edgment of the receipt of a copy of liia "Narrative:" 

"Your voyages from Havre to the Cape of Good nope, from 
Canton to the northwest coast, and from Calcutta to the Isle of 
France, could have been uodertakcn and performed by none other 
than a Hew England man. 

" They reflect credit upon the American name and character." 

His arrival excited even more astonisliment than had 
been displayed at the Cape of Good Hope when ho 
landed there from a vessel nearly double the size of this 
one. 

A crowd followed him when he landed and proceeded 
to report to the governor ; and not suspecting that he un- 
derstood French, expressed freely their surprise and their 
eonjeetures as to his probable object. lie now had the 
opportunity to deliver tho despatches with whicli he 
had been intrusted by the Directory two years pre- 
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vions, and to esplain tlie cause of tLo long delay; and 
aUlioitgh they were, of course, no longer of any value, 
they served the purpose of a favorable introduction, and 
secured for liim t!ie courtesies which are always so ao- 
eeptable in a foreign land. 

The letter wliich follows, from Copenhagen, written 
the year after, gives a better sketch tlian I could hope 
to do of his experiences; and the only item on which I 
■wish to offer any remark is the incidental mention of 
his having made the acquaintance, while at the Isle o£ 
Prance, of William Shaler, which acquaintance was 
destined to have so important an influence on his sub- 
sequent life that it merits more than a passing notice. 

Mr. Shaler was a man of rare intellectual power, and 
of such uufiinehing courage, determined will, and kingly 
presence, as seemed to adapt him morally and physically 
to a leading position among his fellow-inen. Of the 
qualities I have enumerated he gave evidence during 
his residence in Algiers, where he held the position of 
consul-general of the United States for many years, and 
rendered very important services to his government 
and countrymen while in that capacity. 

On one occasion, when a certain tribe of Arabs were 
in rebellion, the Dey issued an order for the arrest and 
imprisonment of every member of the tribe who hap- 
pened to bo in the city. The household servants of the 
foreign consuls in Algiera were almost exclusively of 
this tribe, and notice of the requisition for their sur 
render was at once sent to all the consulates. 

Some of the consuls made no opposition to the decree 
otiicrs paid off and discharged their servants, leaving 
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tliem to their fate. The British eonsiil endeavored to 
protect his premises, but his doors were forced aud his 
servants dragged out and imprisoned. 

Every possible effort was made to induce Mr. Shaler 
to comply with the demand, but he insisted upon main- 
taining the dignity of hia flag; and when the emissai'ies 
of the dey made their appearance, coolly informed them 
that they conld only enter his premises over liis body. 

He carried his point, and not only saved his servants 
from iniprisonincnt and, possibly, death, but was ever 
after treated with distinguished respect and considera- 
tion by the dey. 

During the subsequent attack on tlic city by tijo Brit- 
ish fleet, under Lord Exmouth, the influence he had 
acquired enabled him to render very valuable diplomatic 
service in tlie protection of English and other Christian 
interests. 

His "Sketches of Algiers," published in Boston, in 
1826, contains a very interesting account of the country 
and its social condition under Moorish mle, and also a 
graphic description of the capture of the city by Lord 
Exmoutli. 

Of all men of distinguished pei-sonal appearance 
whom I have had the good-fortuue to meet — not even 
excepting Daniel Webster — I have never seen one 
whoso aspect seemed to me so impressive, or so truly 
one of majestic dignity, as Mr. Shaler's, and his stern 
gray eye had an indescribable expression of firmness 
and resolution which no man would care to encounter 
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town, which for a time was Mr, Slmler's home, gave 
me once a humorous account of the effect of his appear- 
auce upon tho crowd assembled at the village post-office 
to wait the assortment of the mail. 

"They would fall back," said lie, "and open to the 
right aud left, aa if a lion had walked in at tlie door." 

He was at heart a man of warm and generous nature, 
fond of reading and hard study, affable and pleasant 
with congenial spirits, hut impatient with frivolous and 
commonplace people. The aerjuaintance which began 
at the Isle of France ripcuod into such a feeling of 
warm attachment and implicit confidence in each other 
as rarely exists even between those who are connected 
by ties of blood, and this friendship continued through 
life. 

The following, from my father's narrative, on the oc- 
casion of their separating after a long voyage together, 
bears evidence to this fact : 

" The parting licro from my long-tried, mucli-eiiteemeii, and nffec- 
tionate friend Slmlcr nus not unQttcnded wUti painful emotions. 
We liad abared abundantly in tlioac daugcrs, toiU. and anxieties no 
less than lu those pleasures and recreations which CDrobino so 
forcibly to cement llie bonda of friendship. 

"The many instances that had come within our observalion of 
intimate friends becoming alietiDtcd, from differing in opinion on 
the merest trifles, had suggested to 'us llie propriety of pondering 
well on our ability to sustain Larmonioualy the alliance wo contem- 
plated in affairs of greater importance. Nothing short of our mu- 
tual esporience of each other's temper and dispoaition could justify 
Ihe presumption implied of Uje power to maintain llie harmony re- 
quirud in a voyage of ordinary character between two persons 
equally interested In the properly, equally competent to take chargo , 
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of tbo nautical and mercaclile part of Ibe buaioeES, and on a perfect 
tootlDg of equality in eTerjtliiag tcktlug to the management of the 
sliip, as well aa tbat of tlie cargo. Bui in an enterprise involving bo 
Inucli difficulty and danger, bo mucb to perplex and iiritalfl, with 
BO little success to cbecr tiie Epirila and promote eqiianimity of 
temper, tbat ve ebould be able to accofflplisli it without a rupture is 
Burpriaiug; liow much more so, then, that we never had an angry 
spute, and parted with feelings of affection increased by the very 
difficulties and embarrasaments we bad encountered together." 

Tiiia account of Mr. Slialer has filled a greater space 
than I had anticipated. The fallowing is my father's 
letter, in which, as I have Baid, lie ia first mentioned. 
It will bo seen by tbo explanation given in it that 
he had previonsly been restrained from writing by 
the same prudential motives which affected liira at 
Calcutta. 

" CoPENiiAGEN, June 23, 1801. 

" I am now, as you will perceive, at tlie Daoiali capital, from 
whence (in conformity with my usual custom) I propose to give you 
a sketch of my proceedings since I last wrote you from the capital 
of the British empire in India. 

"I think, on my leaving India, you had no positive informa- 
tion aa to my destination by any of my letters from there; and I am 
persuaded you will aeu the neeessily which existed for the g^ea^ 
est circumspection in my operations, for had my letters been inter- 
cepted by a ship of either of the belligerent powers, and myself af- 
terwards fallen into their hands, the consequences would probably 
have been an end of the voyage. That you might not, however, 
remain entirely in the dark reapeeting them, I communicated my 
plantoBIr.Wintbrop Gray, who promised to disclose it to you ; but, 
alaal be lived not to perform Ihia promise. I was grieved on hear- 
ing of the sad accident that befell him, and though my acquaintance 
■with him was not of long standing, it was sufflciently so to give 
birth to a real friendahip for him, I sincerely wish (bat ninny who 
make much more profession of rigid morals were aa incapable as he 
of a mean or dishoDCBt action. 
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"My object in going lo Ibe lele of Frnnce was to purcliase prize 
goods or ships, ■willi wliicli to return lo India. From a. Itoowledge 
of tlie great success of the privateers, aod information (which I Jiad 
reason to suppose was correct) llmt no Danes lind gone from Tran- 
quclior to make purchases, I had but little doubt that I shonld be 
nble to wind up my voyage at Calcutta in three or four months 
from the time of aij departure, aud willi a linndaome proQt; nod, 
sliould I pomhly he disappoinled in this, llint tlie American .trade 
with Franco and her colonics would soon bo open, aud I should 
readily find an opportunity of freighting my property to America. 
In both these calculations I was mistaken, for, on my arrival, t 
found that the sales were finished, and the privateers ou the x>o>nt 
of sailing on another cruise, so that nolhing could be expected from 
them for several months. I therefore decided on the second plan. 
In daily expectation of tlie arrival of Americans, for I was now as- 
sured by an arrival from Franco that all differences between the two 
republics were amicably adjusted. I therefore went down to Bour- 
bon in eipectalion of purchasing my coffee lower and more readily 
than at Mauritius. But the inhabitants Lad heard of the arrival of 
tlie American from France, which. In conjunction willi my arrival 
there, led them to suppose that tlieir produce would soon rise in 
value, and therefore (as in general they ore not in want} Ihey would 
not sell at any price. After remaining a fortnight without doing 
anything I returned to Mauritius, where, in longing expeclation of 
the arrival of Americans, and at times doubting wliether Ibey would 
come,fiDding it impossible to fit out a vessel for America before we 
knew that Ilic intercourse was open, and feeling extreme repugnance 
at the thouglit of returning to India without doing anything, I wait- 
ed day after day and month after month with as much impatience 
as any prisoner ever experienced in llic Baslilo. To Lave remained 
in such a state of inactivity in a more ptea^ant country would not 
have been agreeable, but here everything concurred to cause the 
time to wear so heavily away that the ten months I was detained 
appear as long as all the rest of the time I Lave been from Lome. 
You will naturally suppose that the annoyance some of Ibcir priva- 
teers have met with from our armed merchantmen has much irri- 
tated, and in many instances influenced, them in the condemning 
of unarmed veasela which have been sent in. 
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"AniErieans are reproaclied wilh jngrnlitude towards France and 
parliolity for Ibe English, and myself among the few who were 
there; for, altLough I entered as a Dane, it was soon discovered that 
I was an AmericaD. Koi did 1 tr; to conceal it, but, on the contra- 
ry, condemned the mensurca of the French government towords 
America wherever I heard them discussed, and somelimcs (though 
mrcly) found an honest Frenchman who was of my opinion, but ho 
was a. planter, and the planters in general linvc not a. much more 
exalted opinion of the integrity of the merchants than I have. To 
brand any set of men with the epithet of rogue is rather harsh, but, 
upon my word, I do not think it can be more justly applied to the 
inhabitants of Botany Bay than to the merchants of Mauritius; nor 
was our countryman. Captain Ingraham (who published a list of 
these gentry in a Boston paper), much out of the way 8S it respects 
truth, but a good deal in point of prudence ; for this paper, branding 
a number of them with the epithet of roguo, villain, etc., had like lo 
have caused serious (rouble to the few Americana who were there. 
On the day this paper was produced on 'Change the only American 
who happened to be present was S. Uinot, and ho was so grossly in- 
sulted by one of these censured cUnsena (a Mr. Sevenne) that a duel 
was the consequence; but, although they fought at only five paces, 
no Dtber mischief arose than the Frenchman's receiviug a ball in the 
arm, which laid him by for a few weeks. Whelhtr he is more or 
leaa a rogue since than before this affair I will not pretend to decide, 
but leave it to those who may be so unfortunate as to have any trans- 
actions with him, and return to my own uffuirs. 

"In December I purchased and eipcdilcd a ship for Calcutta for 
account of Mr White, of Boston, who was largely concerned in my 
speculation, and was wailing my return ttiere; and early in January 
I contracted (in conjunction with a Mr. Shaler, of Connecticut) with 
a Danish captain to freight on board his ship seven thousand bags 
of coffee, on condition that he should deliver us six thousand bags 
in Copenhagen. We were not lo pay any primage or average, and 
■were to have passage for ourselves and servants gratis, except pay- 
ing a proportion of cabin stores, 

"Thesowerecertainly very advantageous terms, and such as only 
his peculiar situation induced him to accept, as he had purchased a 
large ship at n moderate price, had not half proiicrly enough to load 



LETTER FROM COPENHAGEN. 



6? 



Jier, and could not procure freight from any other quarter. In ad- 
dition to Iho freiglil being low. it was one of tbo finest ships llial I 
have ever sailed on— an East India Company's sbip of nine hundred 
tons' burden, on her first voyngc, and atthough, when cflptured, sba 
carried between decks twenty ISpounders, anil six 9-poundera on 
the quarler-dcck, and had on bnard. in sailors nnd soldiers, Ihrco 
hundred and lifty men, she was taken by hoarding by ilie celebrated 
Surconffe in tlio Gonjianre privnleer of twenty guns and one liiin- 
dred and fifty men. Nor was she taken by surprise, but rather 
from the Englishman's loo great confidenee in his own strength and 
CD&tempt for that of his enemy. Such a bold and auceeasful at- 
tempt has not perhaps its equal in (be pages ot history. Surcouffe 
relates with humor the story of an English major-general who was 
a passenger on board, and who, after the ship Lad surrendered, 
came up from below (where he had stowed himself with the lady 
pasBcngera during the action) and presented his sword to him; but 
Surcoufte, instead of receiving it, told him he might keep it, as he 
was sure it was in harmless hands; nor did he think it wortli while 
to keep him a prisoner, but let him go with the other passengers. 

" But what has this 1o do with my affairs, of which I sat down to 
give you a detail, before which, however, I must observe that, 
among many instances of the depravity, or, rather, weakness, of this 
government, in suSering the privateers to send in, and llicir courts 
to condemn, neutrals on the most frivolous pretences, Ihey have In 
no instance been guilly of a more glaring piece ot villainy than in 
the condemnation of the brig Trareller, of fjostun, and her cargo ot 
$110,000 specie, belonging to Hr. Joseph Xice, Jr., and the Messrs. 
'Williams, of Boston. 

" We left the Mauritius on the SIst of March, and, after one ot 
llic plcosantest and quickest passages I ever experienced, arrived at 
Chrisliansand, Norway, on the 11th instant— only eighty-two days. 
Wo came along in the most perfect serenity, having heard nothing 
of any dislutbance between the English and Danes, and were pursu- 
ing our course for Copenhagen when we spoke a Danish coasting 
Tessel a few miles from the entrance to Cbristiansand, and were 
surprised with the intelligence that war lind been declared, and that 

e could not proceed farther towards Elsinore without being in- 
tercepted by an English cruiser. As we conceived that some time 



68 VOYAGES OF A MERCHANT NAVIGATOR. 

must elapse before llieae difEerencea eould be adjusted, ood, coiiae- 
qucutly, Uiat, tlic eliip must ueccssarily rcmaia wlicrc sLc wiis, Mr. 
Sbaler and I remained but two days and then took passage for Ny- 
bourg, a pretty town on the island of Fyen, wJicrc we arrl^'cd tbe 
third day after leaving Norway. From here WO crossed to Corseur, 
on the Tvestern part of Zealand, where wo slept, and nest morning 
took post-horses for Copenhagen, where we arrived at night, having 
travelled through a most delightful country, level, and everywhero 
in the highest stale of ctiltivnlion. You ivil! easily conceive how 
gratifying to the sight such a country must he to one \ilio boa been 
for BO long a time either in a country of barbarians, where the ice 
remains all the year round, or in the torrid zone, where Tegetalion 
is almost entirely burned up, and where it is imprudent to go out of 
the house at noonday. 

" Tf I had understood tbe language I should almost have fancied 
myself in my native country; but wc met with but one person who 
could speak Fiencb, and none that could speak English, on tbe 
road, so that we were forced lo talk by signs, escept to the man who 
spoke French. He was a well-dressed old genllcmon of upward of 
seventy, who made up for all deflciencies in ehaU His curiosity was 
as much excited by my honest negro servant as was that of any of 
the peasants of the country, and he even asked how long be had 
been caught and tamed, and was much surprised to leam that he 
was a native of America and had never been wild. My first pursuit 
ou arriving here was to inquire for a Salem vessel, and I soon had 
the pleasure of seeing William Omo, Jr., from whom I learned that 
all my friends were alive and well hut a few days ago; and this, you 
will conceive, was a great relief to me, for, though I sought for 
news, I dreaded to liear what it might be. 

"It may yet be fifteen or twenty days before Ibe arrival of our 
ship at this place, so that it is very uncertain when I shall be able 
to close my business here ; but, aa I have for the eoneern property 
worth here about f 60.000 net, and am myself tbe largest proprietor, 
and as this property is now safe, I think you cannot want for money 
even if the China adventure did not yield so much as 1 calculated 
on when I wrote you from Calcutta. I hope, however, it gave 
you a supply, besides paying my debts; but, whether 
not, or whether it arrived safe or was lost, money you must have. 
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AT COPENHAGEN. 



Qicutly make you a reniiltaoce I slinll 



do BO. 

"I hove given j-ou ft long, faithful, and perhaps tedious a 
of my proceedings thus far. Of my nest movcmeiilH you will be 
regularly advised, but Uo not impute it to any want of affectioa if 
tiiey should not bo towards home." 

TIio next letter from Copcnliagen, » few days later, 
gives uo definite account of his plana, and thencefor- 
ward my record of his movements must be made up 
from liis " Jonmal," as no more letters have been pro- 
served, and probably none were written, as tho oppor- 
tnnitiea for transmisBion from the ports be next visited 
most Iiave been extremely rare. 

" COPEKHAGEN, Jull/ 5, 1801, 

" Binco writing you of my arrival here, to wear off Iho time while 
waiting for our ship, I have made a pleasant journey on this ialand, 
in company with two American gentlemen. Our first visit was to 
Roschitd, about twenty English miles from licnco. In the cathedral 
of this place are buried alt the deceased kings, queens, etc., of Den- 
mark, as far hack as seven hundred years. 

"From thence we went to Fredericsburg, a very ancient and su- 
perb palace, where we saw many fine pieces of sculpture, paiulings, 
etc. Thence lo tho cannon-foundcry at Frederics work, belonging 
to a prince of Hesse. After t)eing shown every part of tho foun- 
dery and the powder-works, we proceeded to Fiedenvcrt, where there 
is a beautiful palace, built by the late Juliana Maria, mother to the 
present king, into every apartment of which we were shown, and, 
conaeqticntly. saw all the fine furniture and paintings. From thence 
we went to Jilsinore, where one of our party left us, and crossed 
over to Sweden, on his way to Russia, and the other returned with 
me to Copenhagen, after an absence of four duys, much improved, 
OS you will imagine. For my own part, I have become so great a 
connoisseur in pictures that— as you will perceive — I have been able 
to recollect the names of the towns and palaces in which Ihcy are lo 
iccu. I often think, on my various excursions, of the booby niak- 
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ing the lour of Europe, as described iu the Speetaloi: Praj don't 
be disappointed if I should be able to give you no better account of 
toms, goTcromcut, laws, public edifices, and r 
which I have seen. 

" The morning after my return from this excursion I was agree- 
ably Burprised at meeting my old friend, Captnln Silsbee. The ti 
clHpsed since I have seen him seeras to have made very little altern- 
tion in his appearance, and he seems the same good fellow with 
whom I made my first voyages. I do not think Fortune could have 
bestowed her favors on a more deserving object. He urges me much , 
to return to America, and offers me a passage in liis ship. This I 
would gladly accept, but I have long had a plan in view, which I 
am very anxious to carry into execution, and which will depend 
entirely upon the atrival ot our sliip from Norway. If she should 
not arrive within the present month, 1 shall return to America im- 
mediately on settling my affairs here. If she should arrive wilhia 
the month. It is probable I shall make another trip around the world, 
of which you shall be advised. 

"I regret, and am surprised, that you should liave been un- 
easy at not hearing from me from the Mauritius. The difficulty, as 
well as danger, of forwarding letters while on such a speculative 
adventure, where the property was entirely masked, ought to Iinvo 
occurred to you, and your knowledge of my estreme caution and 
dislike of running into danger would, X tliought, have authorized 
me to have undertaken more hazardous expeditions without alarm- 
ing you," 

The plan to wliieli he alludes was one wliicli he and 
Mr. Shaler Iiad diectissed together on tJieir passage from 
the Isle of France, of a trading voyage to the west coast 
of South America, and probably round the world, and 
liad so far agreed upon that its execution was dependent 
solely upon their meeting witli a euitabie vessel for their 
purpose. 

The cargo of coffee they had bronglit from the Isle o£ 
France was sold at a handsome [irofit, and he received, 
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also, very satisfactory aecoiinta of tlie proceeds of tliat 
portion of liis property wliicli liad been ehipped to Amer- 
ica, BO tliat lie not only felt free from anxiety on his 
own accotint, but bad the eiitisfaction of knowing that 
lie Iiad fully provided for Lis fatber's wants, and Iiad 
ministered bonntifully to tbe comfort of otber relatives 
to wbom be was bonnd by ties of gratitndc and affec- 
tion. 

Finding it impossible to procure a suitable veEsel at 
Copenbagen, tbey went to Hambnrg, where they ac- 
complished tbeir object by the purchase of tJie brig 
Lelia Bijrd, of Portsmouth, Va., a stanch, fast-sailing 
vessel of one hundred and seventy-five tons, with good 
capacity for carrying, and very comfortable accommo- 
dations. 

While Mr. Shaler went to Bordeaux to attend to 
some business of his own, my father remained in Ham- 
burg to snpcrvise tho coppering and repairing of the 
vessel, whicli was accomplished, and the cargo shipped, 
by the time of his return, at the end of September. As 
tbcii" partnership was, in all respects, one of perfect 
equality, the nominal position of captain— which it was 
necessary, for form's sake, that one of them should ns- 
Eume — was decided in favor of Mr. Bhaler by tossing a 
copper, and my father, therefore, appeared on tho sliip's 
papers as snpercargo. 

Before they wei'e ready for sea, however, the objects 
which had formed tho chief incentive to the prosecution 
of the voyage were defeated by tbe sudden and unex- 
pected termination of tJie war between France and Eng- 
land by the Treaty of Amiens. The commerce of Spain 
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witli lier colonk'B would now be renewed, and, by the 
regnlar introduction of the manufactnrcs of Europe, the 
hitherto exorbitant prices on which they had counted as 
a compensation for their efforts would be at once re- 
duced. It was obvious, therefore, that a voyage to Cliili 
and Pern could now be made only under the most dis- 
couraging auspices, as the same cause which operated 
to enable the inhabitants to supply themselves with 
manufactures would also greatly increase the difficulty 
and danger wliich foreigners must encounter in endeav- 
oring to elude the proverbial jealousy of Spain of ont- 
sido intrusion on her colonial commerce. Tlie business, 
Jiowever, had advanced so far that a resale of the vessel 
and cargo could not be effected except at great loss, and 
they could not reconcile themselves to the abandonment 
of the voyage. 

Meantime, during their residence in Hamburg, they 
liad become acquainted with the Count do liouissillou, 
a young Polish nobleman, who had fought for tlie lib- 
erty of his country as an aide-de-camp of Kosciusko, and, 
being one of the proscribed, was living in Hamburg on 
ysry slender means, and without occupation. He was 
the descendant of an ancient noble family. He pos- 
sessed a powerful intellect, and gave evidence that great 
care had been exercised in its cultivation. His acquire- 
ments in mathematics, in astronomy, music, and draw- 
ing were very respectable, and there was scarcely a 
European language with which he was not familiar. 
For these attainments he was not less indebted to his 
fine natural powers than to an untiring industry, which 
was BO habitual that he sconicd to grudge a mouicnfs 
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time that was passed Tcithont adding something to his 
stock of knowledge. 

Perceiving tlic very great addition to their own en- 
joyment which wonld be derived from the companion- 
fiiiip of 80 agrocihle a young man — for they were all 
nndcr thirty — they invited him to accompany tliem, 
simply as a travelling companion. He had never been 
at sea, and the prospect of a I'amhling voyage ronnd tho 
world to a man like him, who had been reared in the 
interior of a continent, offered 6uch attractions that he 
accepted the invitation without hesitation and with 
warm expressions of gratification and delight. 

Looking back over the lapse of eighty ycare, and re- 
calling the cireumstanceB of tlie period and the character 
and position of the yomig men by whom this enterprise 
was imdertaken, tho liistory of the voyage on which 
they wore now embarking seems more like the concep- 
tion of a poet's imagination than the simple narrative 
of a commercial enterprise. 

It is difficnlt, at this day, when wo not only have f nil 
and minnte descriptions of every port and eonntry, bnt 
can hold instant intercourse with the most remote re- 
gions of the globe, to realize the sense of mysterions 
uncertainty with which those portions were then re- 
garded which were out of the frequented channels of 
commerce, and especially those tliat were guarded by 
such jealous watchfulness of foreign flags as was then 
considered an essential element of national polity. Tho 
starting forth upon a trading voyage of snch a character 
as this had, therefore, all the charm of uncertainty which 
comprises the chief attraction of a tale of adventure, and 
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tlie personal character of the chief actore was in keeping 
with that of the enterprise, which wonld neither have 
beeuconccivcdnoratteinptedhy men of every day monld. 

My father's cotirse, from the time of his starting ont 
from Havre, four years previons, had been marked by 
Bneb sagacity in the conception and snch energy and 
fearlessness in the execution of tho eiiterpriaea he had 
undertaken as indicate a rare combination of mental 
and physical attainments. Tlieir exercise had secured 
the object at which they aimed, and had relieved him 
from tlie painful anxiety he had felt, and which his let- 
ters so often expressed, lest his father slioiild be in 
want. 

Ho had provided for him, and gained for himself a 
fortune which would have been ample for the gratifica- 
tion of his simple tastes had he abandoned the further 
prosecntion of such exciting adventure as he had here- 
tofore pnrsned. But a life of quiet ease aud luxury 
was inconsistent with the demands of such a spirit as 
his, and the union of his own fortune with that of one 
BO fully in sympathy witli him as his friend Shaler 
served, doubtless, to stimulate botli of tJicm to the 
achievement of enterprises of greater pith and moment 
than either would have attempted alone. 

The fact of their winning the friendship of so accom- 
plished a man as the Count de Ilouissillon, the mutual 
appreciation of tlic value of the intellectual enjoyment 
of each other's society which was manifested by the in- 
vitation and its acceptance, and tlie subsequent relations 
of harmony and confidence which were maintained be- 
the three throughout the extended period of try- 
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ing experiences to which they were subjected, afford ev- 
idences of such characteristics in each as can but excite 
surprise and admiration, and serve to lift the whole en- 
terprise above the domain of a mere trading voyage, 
and impart to it a halo of attractive interest which may 
be justly termed poetic. 
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CHAPTER V. 

1803, 1804. 

Voyage of tlio Ldia Byrd. — Adventures in Cliili and on tlia Coast 
of California. — Tlicnce to the Saodwicti Islands and Cliiua, and 
thencQ la tbe Alerl to Boston. 

Tuia voyage of the Leila Byrd occupied tho ensuing 
two and a half yeare. If any letters were received froin 
liim daring its proseentioii they liavo not been pre- 
Berved, and the probability is that no opportunity was 
offered him for communicating with his friends. His 
own account of it, as given in his narrative, is so com- 
plete, and comprises details of sncii interest, that if I 
were to attempt its repetition I should transfer the whole 
of it to these pages. But I prefer to touch only upon 
the leading incidents as given in his daily journal, and 
preserve the consecutive order of events in the history 
of his life. 

While yet in the river Elbe, and lying at anchor at 
Gliickstadt, they had a very narrow escape from de- 
Btrnction by a storm which caused very great damage 
to tho shipping. One cable parted, and tJie pilot who 
was on board was very urgent to cut away the masts 
to prevent being driven on the pier heads; but to this 
they would not consent, and were finally held by the 
bower anchor's catching in the one they had lost, and es- 
caped with tlie loss of the stern boat torn from the davits. 
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They sailed from Cnslia 



1 the 8th of November, ' 



shaven 
1801, ill company witli a dozen 

Booii had an opportunity of discovering the superiority 
of their vessel, aa at the end of four honra only two of 
the fleet were visible astern from their decks. 

Touching at the Canary Islands for fresh provisiona, 
they continued tbeir course across the AtJantic, and Re- 
vived at liio Janeiro, January 2, 



"Nest morning M-e were visited with much formality by tljo 
nicipal autliorilies, accompHoicd by an interpreter, to ascertain 
condition of our vessel, and know our wnnta, in order that, from their 
lexKirt to Huperlor authority, it might be decided how long we should 
bo permiltcd to remain in port. 

■'Aware of the jealousy of the government towards all foroign( 
and their practice of rigidly caforciog the law for the exclUBion 
any other flag than their own except in cases of emergency, 
Bumed the time granted us would be very limited, and were, there- 
fore, very well salisfied on being informed that the viceroy permitted 
us to remain eight days. This was ample lime to All our water- 
caaka, to procure a supply of slock, vegetables, and fruit, and to 
ascertain if it were possible lo dispose of our cargo to any of iba 
traders who were here from the river Platlfl." 



1 



They were allowed to go on shore only when accom- 
panied by a soldier; but, as there was no limit fixed to 
their rambles, they visited all the most attractive points, 
and spent one evening at the theatre, where the patience 
of tho audience was tried by the delay of tho viceroy, 
as the curtain could not rise till liis arrival. When he 
at length appeared the wJiole audience rose to greet 
him, and performances began with a five-act comedy 
and concluded with a ballet. 

The most interesting incident wliich occurred dm'inj 
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their Etay, liowever, ivas a visit paid by Mr. ^RouiEsillon 
and iny fatlier to the Convent of tlie Benedictines. See- 
ing one of the monka, as they were looking at the out- 
side of tiie bnilding, Eoiiissillou addresacd him in Italian, 
and finding he could thns communicato with hiin asked 
porniission to examine the interior, which was conrte- 
ouely granted, and they were escorted to a gftrgeously 
furnished chapel, and thence to the dining-room and 
other apartments. Tiicy at leiigtii asked to see tlie li- 
brary, which seemed to excite snrpriao as being an un- 
usual request; but they were taken without hesitation 
to a pleasant room, the windows of wliicli overlooked 
tlie bay, where they fonnd a collection of ten op twelve 
thonsand volumes, mostly in Prench, Italian, and Latin, 
which they examined with interest. The monk who ac- 
companied them was much astonished with the eager- 
ness of their examination, and with Eouissillon's famil- 
iarity with many of the works, and remarked upon it to 
one of the brethren as a mortifying contrast to the ig- 
norance and indifference of their own countrymen. 

Finding no opportunity to dispose of tlicir cargo, they 
took their departure on the 10th of January, came in 
Bight of Cape Horn on the 7t!i of February, and for a 
■week after were contending with tlie boisterous and 
tempestuous weather usual in tliat region, and arrived 
at Valparaiso on the 24th of February. 

" Oa enlcriug the Bay of Valparaiso wo were boarded by a naval 

officer from a gvardawtia, who desired ua not to cast nnchor tilt ilio 

captain had presented himself to the governor and obtained permis- 

Consequently, wbile Mr. Sliak>r accompanied this ofllccr to 

the gOTernor, we lay off and on in the bay. More than nn hour 
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elnpscd before liis return ■willi permission to anclior, and to remain 
till B. reply could be received from llie captnia- general at Santiago 
to our request for leave to supply our wanla, for whicli n despatch 
wftB to be forwarded immediately. 

"Wo wcro surprised to find no less tban four American vesBela 
lying bore, and no Icsa mortified tban aurpriBcd, and in sotno degree 
alarmed for our own safely, to find tbeni all under arrest on differ- 
ent pretexts. 

"Tet ■wliile wo violated no law and required no other than the 
privileges secured to us by treaty we could not believe lliat we should 
be molested. 

"On the third day after tbe mesBenger bad been despatched to 
the captain-general a reply was received from him, the purport ot 
which was, that our passage had been so good that we could not bo 
in want of provisions, it we had laid in such a supply na we ought 
to have done before leaving Europe. 

"But if it were otherwise, and our wants were as urgent as we 
represented, the mode by which we proposed paying for them, by a 
bill on Paris, was inadmissible; and, therefore, that it was his ezccl- 
IcDcy's order that we should leave the port at the expiration of 
twenty-four hours after receiving this notice. 

"On remonatrating with the governor and represenling to him 
the iuhumanilj of driving us to sea while in possession of so small 
a supply of the necessaries of life, he very reluctantly consented to 
our remaining over another post, and even promised to make a mora 
favorable report on the urgency of our necessities tban he had done. 
But as the order to leave was reiterated, we doubted hia having per- 
formed hia promiao, and, Ihcrefore, determined to wrile directly to 
the captain -general. 

"In conformity with this decision Mr. Shaler addressed a letter 
in Spanish to the captain-general, expressing his mirprise at the or- 
der for our departure without affording us the supplies which were 
indispensable, and for which proviaiou had been made by treaty, 
and ' presuming that his excellency's intentions had been miscon- 
ceived by the governor, he had ventured to diaobey the order, and 
remain in port till the reception of his excellency's reply.' 

" A prompt and very polite answer was received, granting us per- 
mission to supply ourselves with everything we desired ; and, what 
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■y estmordinary, giving iia further permissioa, ivliich liad nni 
a asked, of Bclliug ao much of llie cargo as would bu euflicienl to 
pay for Iha Bupplica. After wtiich Le desired wg would leave the 
port immediately, and added that if ive entered any other port we 
should he treated &s contmbandiata." 

TIiG above is c[notcd froiu tlio puUisbcd narrative. 
I give the account of siibscqncnt events as described 
in Ilia journal, written at the time : 

"This indulgence on the pnrt of Lia escellcncy reliovod us from 
our cmharrasaments; and on Sulurdny, 27tli of March, boviag our 
provisions all engaged nnd part on hoard, we sent ashore In tho 
momiDg twenty-eight pieces of platillas to pay for them, and they 
lediately Hold by the governor at $13 apiece and tlio money 
deposited with the commandant. Our intention waa to take oH the 
rest of our provisionB in the afternoon, settle our neeounte tJic next 
day, and then proceed to sea. But the i^amc afternoon hegan the 
affair of tie ship Emard ot Providence, Captain Rowan, as follows: 

"Thegoyernorhaddemnnded that Captain Howjtn should deliver 
up five hundred musketa, which it appeared were on board Iho ship, 
and which, as they were laden in Holland nnd hound to the north- 
west const of America, he euppoaed did not come under Art. 10 of 
the treaty, and, therefore, determined not to comply wiiti the de- 
mand. Of this determination the aide-de-camp of the governor was 
informed several days before in my presence, 

" It ia evident that the governor especied opposition, as ho ap- 
proached the ship in a launch with about twenty anldiers, and see- 
ing that Captain Rowan was prepared to make Tcsiatancc ho lay by 
at a little distance, and hailed to know if ho might come nlongeidc 
with safety; to which Captain Rowan replied that he sliould be hap- 
py to be honored with his company, but that lie would not permit 
tho soldiers to come on board. The governor then went ou board 
and demanded the arms, whicli Captain Rowan refused, at Uie same 
time hoisting hia colors and observing that Ihoy were hia protection 
not to be insulted. 
This firmness no doubt a.stoniahcd the governor, and he soon 
went ashore, apparently much mortified, ns lie iinmedialely ordered 
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every Amciic.ia merciinnt then on shore to hu ahut up in the castle; 
Loisted the colors at the fort, and ordered a large merchant ship Ihea 
in the road (which mounted eighteen heavy cannon between decks) 
to hoist the pennant, bring licr broadside to bear on the Hatard Qaf 
getting tt Kpring on his cable), and order him to Buirender on pain 
of being sunk. To these throats Captain Rowan replied that liey 
might Arc if they pleased, and nailed his colors to the masE, and, as 
the governor did not choose to put his threats into execution, things 
remained in etatu quo, 

" Shaler, Rouissillon, and myaelf being on shore, were arrested anA 
sent to tho caatle, and were thus prevented from putting 
we had intended. In the evening we wrote to the governor request- 
ing lo be provided with somelhing lo eat and with beds. Our lit- 
ter was returned unopened, and it was not till twelve o'clock the 
nest day, and after passing a most UDComfortable night, annoyed by 
innumerable f eas, that any ntlenlloa was paid to us. We were then 
informed by a verbal message from his excellency that wa were at 
liberty to go on board our ship. We wore unwilling to accept this 
liberty until an apology shoulrt be made for the offence, and wo 
finally agreed that Siialer, being the master of the vessel, should re- 
main in prison. We accordingly sent him a bed and proviBions, 
and then asked permission of the governor (o send an express 
captain-general, which he refused, asking at the soiue lime why we 
did not go to sea ; to which wc replied that we wanted satisfaction 
for being unjustly imprisoned and ill-treated, and that our cnplaitfi] 
did not intend to leave the prison till he was iofoimed why 
put in. On Monday I was passing the government house, when the 
govcmoT called me and asked if I was not second in command, and 
on my replying in the affirmative, he ordered me to go on board and 
go to sea. 1 answered that I could not go without my captain. He 
then told me he would seize the brig; lo which I replied that wo were 
already prisoners, which he denied. I Ihen again asked permissii 
to send a courier to the capital and was again refused. Although 
the ostensible reason of our refusing to go lo sea was to obtain sat- 
ififaclion for the outrage to which we had been subjected, the I'cal'' 
cause of our delay was the hope that wo might bo of service to 
Rowan. 

"In the evening the governor'a courier returned from thecnpilalj 
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bringing & letter from tbc captaiu'general to Captain Rowan, desir- 
ing him to deliver up tlie urms roaking part at his cargo, and make 
a second declaration reapecting their lading. This order, from the 
commandcr-la-cliiof, was complied with without hesitation, first bj 
delivering the arms, and, second, hy referring tlie governor to hia 
first declaration: at the same time sending (bj the supercargo) the 
certificate, signed by the controller of customs at Amsterdam, of 
their being laden there. Captain Rowan had now no idea of mak- 
ing further resistance, but intended pursuing the business legally; 
□or did he consider the govcmor's advice to him to come on shore 
in the light of an order. 

"Rouissiilon was with the governor til! past seven o'clook Wcd- 
ncsdsiy evening, and was surprised to hear him say that if Captain 
R did not come on shore voluntarily he iuteoded to use force to 
compel him. 

" Rouissiilon replied that force would be unnecessary, as Captain 
Rowan thought no longer of making any resistance; and when he 
came off wo went logetlicr oq board the Hazard, and, on informing 
Bowan of the governor's intention, he said at once he would go on 
shore in the morning, as it was too late to go on shore that nigbt. 
But precisely at eight o'clock next morning (which was two hours 
before Americans were permitted to go on shore) a band of upwards 
of two hundred armed brigands, composed of the crews of Spanish 
Tessels, boarded the Hazard, and took ber. from an unarmed crew 
of twenty-three men, who supposed themselves in safety. 

"And this was done by order of the governor, who stood on 
sboro opposite the vessel, and was a witness to the horrid scene of 
assassination and rapine that followed. Captain Rowan's life was 
saved by the humanity of the captain of a Spanish brig, who got 
into the cabin in advance of the rabble — as he had not lime to save 
birasclf, as the other offleers had done, by retreating to the kzarelto. 
The plunder which ensued for the remainder of the day, and the 
following night, was such as to lighten the ship nearly a foot. Nor 
were the ofBcersof rank backward in taking part in the pillage; and 
the custom-house guards, far from preventing, were as eager as the 
rest in the work of robbcrj-. 

"With indignation I went immediately after to the governor, to 
again demand permission to send on express to Santiago, when bo 
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inglj demanded if we vanlcd to be serreil ia the Game 
manner; and, also, why wo did not go to sea. To Ihc first part 
of his demand I replied tlint be might do &a he pleased; and, to 
the second, that we would not go before communicating with tho 
captain-general. Finding bis threats of no avail, ho at Icnglli re- 
luctantly yielded to our request; and our letter demanding iustice 
from the captaia-genoral was ready by two r. m., at which tiino 
(having engaged a man to go, for tho coneldemtion of eleven dol- 
lars), wo applied at the post-house for horses, and were informed 
that the king did not permit foreigners to send expresses. Enraged 
at thia refusal, I went again to tho governor, who appeared sur- 
prised at it, and immediately ^ve tbc man orders to go; and I gave 
him the letter in the governor's presence, 

" This business being finished, iJio governor observed that Le w 
very sorry for what Lad happened, and would endeavor to purchas*<^ 
llie clolhea belonging to the ofBcera of the Uaenrd who had been ' 
plundered. Before leaving him I requested, if he decided to seize 
the brig, that he would send only an officer and two or three men, 
as wo should mnUo no resistance, and there wero many Talunble 
books and inslrumenta on board which might possibly be UBeful !» J 

"On Tuesday, AprU C(h, an answer was received from the cnp-4 
tain-general, who (after making known his unjust suspicions relutiTO ' 
to the object of our voyage, and affirming that wo had no right to 
navigate in these seas), wound up by assuring us tliat, after hearing 
the governor's report, we should have tho most complete salisfaction. 
In consequence of this assurance I went, the next morning, to the 
governor to let lilm know that Mr. Shaler intended going on board 
his vessel, but to this he objected till he beard again from heod- 
quarlers. An answer was sent to his escoliency's letter on the 
8th bj regular post, refuting hia various charges ogaiast us; and 
on the 13th Captain Shaler left the castle, by request of the governor. 

"The morning following, as soon as we landed, we were informed 
by an officer that it was Uie governor's order that wo should prepare 
for sea as soon as possible. Our expenses having been considerably 
1 'by our unexpected detention, I applied to the governor 
to sell a few more pieces of linen to repay them; but thia , 
e could not grant; and, at the some time, anked me why J 
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the captain did not come to boq liim, observing that, after liaving 
quarrelled, it was proper to be frlenda again; that lie was sensible 
that in taking the part of Kuwan we bad done do mora than our 
dutj, and ihat he was deairons that o reconciliation should take 
plBce. On being informed of this, Shaler and Rouissillon imme- 
diately went to call upon him, and it appeared as if he eould not 
Bufflcicnily express his joy at being again friends. Ho gave ua 
permission lo dispose of aix more pieces of plalillas to pay our 
additional expenses; and, on Monday, 10th, being ready for sea, ho 
t liberty to go when we pleased, but he should talie 
vould wait twcnly-four hours after the 
1 the point of departure for Lima, and 
which, it seems, some malicious person had suggested that it was 
our intention lo capture. To this we assented; but, l^efore the 
expiration of the time, a new cause of trouble had arisen. 

"An Irish sailor, who had deserted from us, had declared that we 
bad seventeen bnrrela on board which were very heavy, and which 
he supposed to be filled with dollars; and Ihat we had mode consid- 
erable sales at Rio Janeiro, nnd had received payment in gold, 
which was then on board. On Thursday morning, a2d, the gov- 
ernor sent for Captain Shaler, requesting him to bring his papers; 
nod finding, on examination, that there was no Spanish passport, 
asked llio reason. Shaler replied that it was not requisite, and 
TCquesled him, if he had any intention of making further trouble. 
to m-.xke known liis complaints that we might take the necessary 
steps to remore the cause. He assured Captain S. that he did not 
Intend troubling him any further, repealed the request that we 
would wait till the ship had sailed for Lima, and wrote our clear- 
ance on llie l)ack of our sea-letter, which, with the other papers, he 
returned to Captain Bhaler. Friday morning Captain Parga, who 
commanded two privateers tbcu iu port, made a signal, and, at the 
same time, we observed them loading several cannou on the side 
lliat bore upon us; and soon after, as we were sitting down to 
breakfast, a lieutenant of the Britannia came on board, and desired 
Captain Bhaler and his supercargo to go on board that vessel with 
their papers. A request of this singular nature from the captain of 
a private anned ship, while wo were within the jurisdiction of the 
Governor of Valparaiso, and while two king's ships were lying 
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there, was treslcd wilh llic contempt it meriied. We returned 
answer that when we bnd breakfasted we would go ashore and 
the governor. But, seeing them immediately niflinniog and arming 
Iheir bonis to board us, and being desirous of avoiding EUch snothcr 
horrid scene as we had witnessed on hoard the Maiard, Captain 
gbaler very prudently went on board in our boat, and, shortly after, 
sent for me. Captain Parga then went with Shaler on board the 
brig; sent our saiiora on board the privateer, where tlioy were put io 
iroDS, and immcdiatelj began the search for the liegs of specie, 
which tbey found precisely in the place described by the deserter, 
wiien tbey desisted from further search; and, on openhig the kegs, 
discovered thnt Ihey conlained quicksilver, which Cnptaiu Parga 
acknowledged we had a perfect right to carry, and said he should 
report to the governor (by whose orders he had acted), and had no 
doubt our men would be at onco restored, and permission given us 
to sail. In the evening Captain Shaler was sent for, and taken oa 
board the Britannia, where he was questioned by Captain Farga 
(who showed him llie order of the governor, by wliich lie was act 
ing) relative to the owners of the brig, the object of the voyage, etc. 
IIo requested that part of the papers might be left with him, and 
, again observed thai our men would be sent on board in the morning, 
and we should have permission to sail. Of tliia, however, we felt 
so much doubt thai Captain Shaler went nest morning to demand 
categorically wbetiier they meant to stop us or sot; and (he answer 
was not only positive that tbey did mean to detain us, but was given 
with such vulgar and abusive language as might naturally be es- 
peeted from the captain of a Spanish privateer. Shortly after ho 
sent his men on board, and took up on deck ten kegs of tlic quick- 
Eilvcr, ill doing which tbey burst two, oq£ of which was wholly, and 
the other partly, lost. 

"Wo immediately despatched another courier to Santiago, com- 
plaining to tho captain-general of this new net of injustice, and 
ashing permission to como to tho capital to settle the business. A 
reply was received on the 28tb, wherein his eieellency observed 
that our business could be soon finished at Yalparniso by answering 
satisfactorily the following questions, viz. : 

" Wliy was the quicksilver hidden? To whom does it belong! 
and. What port is it destined for? 
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"la reply to these queatioDs Mr. Slinler deposed before the gov- 
1 notary, first, that it was not liidden; secood, tliat it 
\ belonged to the ownci^ of Itie ciirgo; and, third, lli&t its doatination 
IS the YesaeVs Imd been reported to be — round the world; and 
to this deposition Shaler soletuuly made oulli on n volume of Shake- 
speare, presonled for the purpose by the governor, a fitting climax to 
tills solemn fnrce. 

"On Thursday, 29th, Captain Rowan was released from eoutine- 
ment, and requested by the governor to go on board and take charge 
of hia ship again; but Ihia ho refuaed to do till he was indemnified 
foe the losses he had sustained. lie was, consequently, confined 
'again in the castle, but hia olilcers aud men, who had likewise re- 
|, Inscd, were forced to go by soldiers sent by the governor. 

" On Saturday cvcniug. May 1st, this illustrious representative of 
h crown, whose name is Don Anionio Francisco Garcia 
' Carrasco, was rcUavcd from further x>cConiutnce of duty by the 
arrival, from Santiago, of the true proprietary of the government, 
witli his family, whose return had been hastened by the confusion 
and mischief which liad been wrought in Valparaiso by the igno- 
rance and stupidity of the governor pro tern. 

" On Monday we visited him, and were received with Guch dis- 
tinguished marks of good-will as made us regret his previous ab- 
Iscnce, particularly as he assured us that had ho been present we 
^ould have found no difflculty in obtaining permission to go to Iho 
«Bpital. 
" On Tuesday orders came from the captain-general for the quick- 
nSlvcr to be restored to us, and that wc should proceed to sea without 
delay; and, as we did no! Ibink it prudent to risk further loss by 
entering into a process for damages, we wrote to his excellency that 
ire should apply to our own government tor indemnification, for the 
detculion and loss to which we had been subjected. The day fol- 
lowing we received nn application for the purchase of the quick- 
tilver from the commandant of the custom-house guards, who 
proposed to bring Iho money himself and take it away in a clan- 
destine manner, but as we supposed that the whole scheme was o 
Euarc kid to take us in. we would have nothing to do with it 
^^^ Thursday morning we unmoored and hauled outside the shipping, 
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produce ot wIiieIi we paid our various additional expenses; and, at 
four P.M., having talien Icare of nur acquaintances, tame on board, 
and immediately put to sea, Iiappy in being at last clear of a port 
where, for two and a half moatiis, we had experienced nothing but 
taand disappointmenta." 



Tbc Dotorietj tlicy had attained bj these protracted 
quarrels witli an ignorant, conceited, and pusillanimous 
oiEcial, rendered it injudicions to attempt to enter any 
other port of Chili or Peru, and they accordingly deter- 
mined to steer for the coaet of Mesieo, stopping on the 
way for recreation, rest, and refreshment at the Galli- 
pagoa Islands, where they arrived and anchored on the 
30th of May, and spent a delightful week in tho cnjoy- 

int of such ft'cedom of action in the midst of the wild 
scenes of natural heauty as they conld the better appre- 
ciate from tho contrast to their recent experiences. Fish 
and turtle were so abundant that they not only feasted 
upon them during their stay, but laid up good store for 
future use. They took long rambles on shore, and saw 
immense numbers of gn:inos of various sizes .and colore, 
but were not tempted to try them as food, though they 
are said to be very delicate. They traversed various 
parts of Albemarle Island, and camped out one night 
in search of water, but found none. 

Ou tho 8th of June they sailed for San Bias, and in a 
few days sighted tho coast near Acapulco, and from that 
time kept the land in sight every day till they arrived 
at San Bias, ou the 11th of July. 

Here again they were destined to suffer from the 
petty jealousy of Spanish officials, of which they had 
quite as absurd an exhibition as at Valparaiso, though 
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very different in its cliaraetev. Tliey found only two 
or three subordinates at San lilas, as all t!ie eliief digni- 
taries were at Tipec, a town some twenty leagues in the 
interior, to wliioh tliey were accustomed to retreat dur- 
ing the eummer from the proverbiully unhealthy climate 
of San Elas. They were met witli every demonstration 
of friendship, and a courier was at once despatched to 
Tipec with notice of their arrival and a request for a 
passport to Tipec for Eouissillon that ho miglit explaiu 
their objects and wishes. Immediately on receipt of tliia 
notice tlie commissary came down to San Bias and con- 
firmed the cordial reception they had met from the sub- 
ordinates by acceding at once to their requests, lie 
engaged to supply everything that was wanted; and 
learning that they had on board some boxes of tin-plate, 
which was very much wanted, agreed to take them at a 
very great advance on the cost. 

Eouissillon accompanied him on his return to Tipec, 
and a few days after wrote them from there that the 
governor, whom he represented as a vain, passionate 
man, liad taken offence at t!ic commissary's having pre- 
sumed to make any arrangement with them before con- 
sulting him ; liad refused to confirm the agreement, and 
decided that whatever snpplies they purchased must be 
paid for by a, draft on the American minister at Madrid. 
Here, then, were these two great nieu by the ears at 
once, and tbo community took part in the quarrel, the 
native population adhering to the commissary, while the 
old Spaniards upheld the governor. The former, whose 
appointment emanated from the same Eource as that of 
the latter, and whose lino of duty was distinct and inde- 
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pendent, was exceedingly piqued and mortified at the 
poBition in wliicii lie was placed, and was determined 
not to enbmit to it. Tlie governor, who could not. brook 
opposition to his will, was incapable of concealing his 
wrath. Tlie quarrel bccani3 the absorbing topic of the 
village of Tipec, and ne^^cr before was there such a 
tempest in a teapot. 

A week passed, however, before the parties who had 
been the innocent caiieo of all this distnrbance were 
subjected to any inconvenience in consequence of it, 
and meantime they bad profited by the favor with which 
their application had first been received to secure such 
supplies as they required, and also to procure a now 
topmast to replace one they had lost in a squall. But 
the governor's rancor was so excited that he sent a per- 
emptory order, without even making any reference to 
the manner of payment for the supplies, that they should 
immediately leave the port, with a threat of being forced 
to do 80 by the gunboats in case of disobedience. 

Eouissillon meantime had been arranging for a jour- 
ney to Mexico, which city he was very desirous of vis- 
iting, and where ho was encouraged to believe ho could 
get permission from the viceroy to dispose of the whole 
or part of the cargo. On receiving orders to depart, 
therefore, they sent word to Eonissillon that they would 
go to t!ie Three Marias Ishinda, lying about sixty miles 
west of San Bias, and there wait till they got word from 
Lim relative to the success of bis mission, which ho was 
to send them by boat from San Bias. 



They 



accordingly obeyed the governor's order with- 
aiting for its enforcement, and next morning an- 



VOYAGES OF A MERCHANT NAVIGATOH. 

\ chored in a beantifnl sandy bay, where they were shel- 

[ tered from the eontlieaat winds, wliieli prevail at tins 
season and are often violent. Hei-e again tliey enjoyed 
the pleasure of uncontrolled action, and improved tlio 
opportunity for overliauling the rigging, repairing and 
brnshing up the vessel, and laying in good store of fuel, 
Tbcy also indulged in making excursions on shore for 

1 rest and recreation, and allowed the crew to do tlie 

I eaine, one lialf at a time. 

But week after week rolled by till nearly three 

I months liad elapsed without news of Kouissillon, and at 
length they determined to take the risk of returning to 
Siin Bias to learn, if possible, what had been his fate. 
Approaching the port with caution, on the afternoon of 
the 14th of October, they lay by all night in sight of the 
town, and nest morning saw a canoo approaching, pad- 
dled by Indians, who soon delivered to them the long- 
expected letter from Rouissillon, the contents of which 

I were of a surprising and very encouraging natnre. It 
was dated at Guadalaxara, where he bad been treated 

, with great kindness and hospitality by many of the 

I most respectable inhabitants, and had received a very 

' polite letter from the viceroy, witli a passport for Mex- 
I, and a permissiou to sell at San Bias a sui&cient por- 
tion of the cargo to pay for the snppliea they needed. 
He also hoped to obtain permission to sell the whole 
cargo, and to return to San Bias in a week or two. 
The viceroy, moreover, in consequence of the repre- 

I eentations of Honissillon and of many of the most re- 
flpeetable inhabitants of Tipee, had reprimanded the 
governor for his rude aud uncivil treatment of them, 
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and the mortification he experienced at being tlins out- 
generalled by tbe coinmiseary, acting on a previously 
debilitated constitution, bad brongbt on .1 fever, of 
which ho died. 

TJicy immediately sent a reply to the letter, and al- 
tliongb they could now enter the port of San Bias witb- 
ont appreheneion, yet, as tliey wonld have had to submit 
to the cneumbrnncc of a guard stationed on board the 
vessel, they preferred returning to the islands. After 
passing another week there, they came again to San 
Bias, and were received with such civility as plainly in- 
dicated the change which had taken place at headquar- 
ters. 

The news from Konisaillon was not aa encouraging as 
his first letter had led them to expect. A second letter, 
however, contained the gratifying intelligence that, by 
a judicious application of a email douceur, ho had ob- 
tained a permit to dispose of goods to the amount of 
$10,000. He returned to Sau liJaa on the 10th of De- 
cember, having spent two weeks, on the way from Mex- 
ico, negotiating with purchasers. 

The goods were landed and sales began at once, but 
the demand was slow, and it was finally arranged that a. 
portion should he left with Kouissillon to be taken by 
him to Mexico, from whence he would make bis way to 
the United States, and account to them the following 
year on meeting them there. 

Their departure from San Bias was delayed by the 
arrival from California of a quantity of sea-otter skins, 
which they succeeded in purchasing, and at length put 
to sea, leaving Kouissillon with goods to the amount of 
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about $3000 prime cost, wliicli it was supposed would 
bring at least three times tbat amount in Mexico. 

The mutual feelings of attaelimcnt wliicli bad grown 
up between tliem in tlio course of their varied experi- 
ences made the parting a painful one on both sides, and 
they looked forward with anticipations of pleasure to 
the time of their meeting in the United States, of which 
Kouissillon declared his intention of becoming a citizen. 
But tiiat anticipation was never realized. On their ar- 
rival ill the United States the following year they heard 
of his death in Mexico, not long after his arrival there, 
and the means of commanication with that country 
were theu so uncertain that they never were able to as- 
certain the particulars or to get any account of the prop- 
erty in his charge. 

Having received information of a quantity of Boa- 
otter skins at San Diego, California, tliey next steered 
for that port, being very desirous to secure an article of 
merchandise which is always in demand in China. Their 
previous experience of the characteriaties of Spanish of- 
ticials had prepared them to expect a display of fuss 
and feathers, with a substratum of avaricious duplicity 
and cowardice. But all previous exhibitions of tJiese 
traits were surpassed by that of Don Manuel Rodriguez, 
the commandant of San Diego. 

They arrived at that port and anchored about a mile 
inside the battery which guarded the entrance on the 
17th of March, 1803. Tlie next morning the comman- 
dant made his appearance on the shore with an escort of 
twelve dragoons, and, hailing the brig, requested tlint a 
boat might bo sent for Jiim. Tiiis being done )ie crowd- 
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ed Ilia wbole retinue into tlio boat, and 011 rcacLing the 
brig -waited till they had climbed over the side and ar- 
ranged thcmselveB in two rows, with Ewords drawn and 
hats in Iiand, wlicn he followed, and passed between 
them to the cabin. After the usual inquiries he desired 
the ofliccr in coiumand of the escort to make a memo- 
randum of the articles they required ; counted the men, 
and, finding onlj fifteen, expressed astonishment flt their 
undertaking so long and dangerous a voyage with so 
few hands, and gave them permission to go on shore 
near whoi-c they lay, but forbade tiieir visiting the town, 
which was about three miles distant. He then took 
leave, with the same ceremony as on arrival, but left 
five of his escort 011 board to see, as he said, that no 
contraband trade was carried on. 

In the afternoon they made an excursion on shore, 
and, having walked down to the battery without meet- 
ing any one to oppose their entrance, they availed them- 
selves of the opportunity to make a cnrsory examination 
of its sireugth, and found it to consist of eight brass 
9-pound guns, well-mounted and in good order, with 
a plentiful supply of ball. 

Returning on board before sunset, they made ac- 
quaintance with the sergeant of the gnard, who proved 
to be an intelligent young fellow, who told them that, 
only a few days previous, the ship Alexander, of Eos- 
ton, had been there ; that her captain (Brown) had suc- 
ceeded in purchasing several hundred sea-otter skina 
from different individuals ; that the commandant, with- 
out making any previous demand for their delivery, had 
then boarded the vessel with an armed force, and car- 
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ried oS nil tlio ekins they could find; and these skins 
were still in tlie poBeeBsion of tho commandant. They 
made an iinBiiccessful cfiort to purchase tliem, but were 
offered quite a nnmber of skins by other parties. 

Tiic subsequent proceedings are described at length 
in the publislied "Narrative." Tho following account 
of tiiciQ ia from the mauiiscript journal : 

" On Ibe 21sl of March the commandant paid us another visit, and 
we then paid him for our euppUcs, aud, an wc intended going to sea 
in the morning, lie, on pBrting, wialicd us a BUcccssful voyage. In 
the evening wo ecat Iho smnll boat ashore and purcliaaed tweatf- 
flve skina of the Eoldiere, whicli we brought on board between eight 
and nine r.u. Having agreed for another lot, which were to I>e 
brought down to the sbore abreast the vessel, we Bent Ihe long-boat 
for them, with the flrsl officer and two men. They did not return; 
and next morning, ecciog tlic boat hauled up and our men, appar- 
ently guordetl by soldiers, 1 went ashore with four hands, armed 
with pistols, and brought them off, together with the loog-boat. 
They told us they wero taken by the commandant in person, who 
had, no doubt, sent the man who offered us the skins, and then lay 
in wait to seize the men, who had been bound and lying on the 
ground all night. Immediately on coming on board we disarmed 
the guard— a sergeant and four men— hoisted in oui' boats, and got 
under way, having a fitir wind to go out, though light. Before we 
got within gunshot of the fort they fired a shot ahead of us. We 
had previously loaded all our guns, and brought them all on Uie 
starboard side. As the tide was running in strong, we were not 
abreast tho fort — which we passed within musket-shot— till half an 
hour after receiving their first shot, all which time they wore play- 
ing away upon us; but as soon as we were abreast the fort we 
opened upon them, and in ten minutes silenced their buttery and 
drove everybody out of it. They flred only two guns after we be- 
gan, and only six of their shot counted, one of which went through 
between wind and water; tho others cut tho rigging and sails. As 
■e clear we landed the guard, who had been in great 
tribulation lest we should carry Ihem off." 
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I liave previonely mentioned that they had inspected 
the battery, and found it to contain eight 9-poiiiid guns. 
Tlieir own armament was six 8-pouuderB, one of which 
ivaB unserviceable. 

Mr. Eiehard H. Pana, in reviewing ray father's book 
in the I{o7'lh American, qnotes at length his aeconut of 
this tiSiiir, and adds: 

"We take this opportunity to assure the author that, after tho 
Inpse of more than thirty years, the etory ivas yet current ia San 
Diego and the neighboring ports and n 



I remember, also, that, not long after the transfer of 
California to the United States, my father received a let- 
ter from Commodore ISiddle, in the conrse of which ho 
referred to tlie "Uattle of San Diego" as giving him a 
claim to the governorship of the newly acquired terri- 
tory, since it was won many years in advance of the 
achievements of Fremont and other heroes of the Mex- 
icati war. 

Proceeding southward, they next anchored in the 
Bay of St. Quintius, where they found Captain Brown, 
of the ship Alexander, who gave them snch an account 
of the barbarous treatment he had met with at San Dlaa 
as served to confirm their conviction of the wisdom of 
their own policy. 

A few days after their arrival, and after the depart- 
ure of Captain Brown for the Northwest Coast, they re- 
ceived a visit from a jolly company of padres of different 
missions, accompanied by the commandant of San Tin- 
eente, a mission about sixty Uiiles north of St. Quintins, 
The news of the alTair at San Diego had preceded their 
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arrival, but, far from exciting prejiidic 



t Eeemed only 
to make tliem indignant witli the commandant, and 
their ivisli to make amends for Lis treadierons and cow- 
ardly behavior, and to express tlieir grateful senae of 
the magnanimity of the Americana in their treatment 
of the gnard ivas manifested not alone by words, but 
by efforts, in which they eeemed to vie with each other 
in hospitable attentions and attempts to provide for ev- 
ery want. Tliey encamped upon the shore, and were so 
nrgent to prolong tlie enjoyment they seemed to derive 
from the companionship of intelligent men that they 
perauaded their visitors to remain another week after 
they were fully ready for sea. 

The next and last place they visited on the California 
coast waa San Borgia, where they met with Padre Ma- 
riano Apolonario, a man whoso purity, excellence, and 
benevolence of character were such as to lift him above 
all considerations of sect, and entitle him to rank witli 
Eueli Cliristiana as Fi5ni51on. My father's account of his 
visit here, as given in his journal, is aa follows: 

"Fodre Mariaao hud bcca Eomc days Gxpeclmg us, and, bh lie 
could not live on board sLip on account of tbc motion, 'n'c pilclied 
a teat for liim on sliore opposite the vessel. We bod intended t 
maining only two or tbrec dnys, ou account of being sbort of wntcr, 
but he removed the difficulty by having it brought on mules o d 
lance of six or seven miles; and when, at the end of a week, ^ 
were preparing to put to sea, the good man iiiBisted upon our : 
maining another wecli, offering to furnish provisions, water, nnd 
everything lliat the mission afforded; mot could we resist his solici- 
tations, being convioced by the great pains ho took to make our slay 
agreeable that he was much pleased with our company. In addi- 
tion to various little presents of wine, dried fruits, etc., bo gave us 
a stallion, and marc with foal, which we had previously tried in vaiu 



FIRST BOSSES IN THE SAITOWICH ISLANDS. 



97 



to purcbase, to take to lljc Sandwich Islands. These were an acc[ui- 
sition we Lad almoHt despaired of obtaioiDg. We took tliem on 
board on the 20th, and. haring presented, him with various articles 
of which he Blood in need, wo took leave of the good padre, who 
promised to say a mass for our preservation and happiness ; and, if 
any man's prayers reach Heaven, I doubt not his do, for be was aa 
devout aa be was hospitable and liberal; and, indeed, such disia- 
terested friendship aa we experienced from him Ihaverarcly,if ever, 
met with." 

Toiicliing at Capo St. LiicaB, wiiere thej pnrcliaBed 
"anotlier pi^lty mare witli foal" — for which they paid 
in goods whicli cost in Europe one and a half doUara — 
they took their departure on the 30t!i May, and arrived 
at Karakaroa Eay, Sandwich Islands, on the SIst of Jnne. 

They fonnd it was the season of a. periodical taboo, 
during whieli no canoes were allowed to stir; but the 
next day John Young eaine on board, and told them 
that the king was at Mowee. 

Tonng was very desirotia of having one of the horses, 
nnd, thinking that the probability of their increase would 
be better secured by leaving thein in different places, 
tliey next day moved to Tooagah Bay, near Young's 
residence, and landed the mare, of which he took charge. 
This was tlio first horse ever seen in Owyhee, and nat- 
urally excited great astonishment among the natives. 

From here they went to Mowee, and were first 
boarded by Isaac Davis, wlio, with John Young, com- 
prised, at that time, the European population of tlie isl- 
ands. 

Soon after a large double canoe came o£E, from which 
a powerfully-built, athletic man, nearly naked, came on 
board, and was introduced hy Davis as Tamaahmaah, 




^ 
^ 



08 TOIAGES OF A MEKOHANT HAVIGATOR 

the great king. His reception of tliem was not sncli as 
they had anticipated, nor could they accotint for hia ftp- 
parent coo]nes8 and lack of interest, except on the snp- 
pOBitioQ that it was mere affectation. He took only a 
careless look at the horses, and returned to the shore 
without expressing any curiosity about them. His eub- 
jeets, however, were not restrained by any snch desire 
to appear unconcerned. The news of the arrival of the 
wonderful animals spread rapidly, tlie decks were crowd- 
ed with visitors, and next day, when they were lauded, 
a great multitnde had assembled, evidently with no def- 
inite conception of any nse that could be made of them. 
As might be expected from people who had never seen 
a larger animal than a pig, they were at first afraid to 
approach them, and their amazement reached its climax 
when one of the sailors mounted the back of one of 
them, and galloped np and down upon the beach. They 
were greatly alarmed, at first, for the safety of the rider, 
but when they saw liow completely he controlled the 
animal, and how submissively and quietly the latter ex- 
erted his powers in obedience to his will, they seemed 
to have a dawning conception of the value of snch a 
poBseBsion, and rent the air with shouts of admiration. 

The king, however, could not ho betrayed into any 
expression of wonder or surprise, and, although he e-x- 
pressed his thanks when told they were intended as a 
present to himself, he only remarked that he could not 
perceive that their ability to carry a man quickly from 
one place to another would be a sufficient compensation 
for the great amouQt of food they would ncceesarily ro- 
qnirc. 
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BBTURN TO BOSTON VU CANTON. 

This want of appreciation of tlie value of tl 
which they liad taken so much pains to procure, ■was 
naturally a disappointment to the donors, who conld 
only hopo that time and experience would servo to con- 
vince the stolid chieftain that an important element in 
tlie work of civilization waa comprised in their poesible 
services. 

From tho Sandwich Islands they took their conrse for 
China, and arrived at Wampoa on the 29th of August, 
1803, and on going up to Canton found letters from 
home, by which my father received the first intelligenca 
that his father had died at Salem on the 8th October, 
1801 — nearly two years previous. 

At Canton, after disposing of the sea-otter skins at a 
handsome profit, they decided to separate. Mr. Shaler 
took cliarge of the Lelia Byrd, and returned to the 
California coast with a cargo which they bad had an op- 
portunity to purchase on very favorable terms, and my 
father took passage for Boston on the ship AUi% Cap- 
tain Ebbets, with a valuable investment of silks as 
freight. They left Canton on the 4th of January, 1804, 
stopped a few days at tho Capo of Good Hope, and on 
tho ISlh of May arrived at Boston, where (in the conclud- 
ing words of his journal), " for the first time in seven 
and a half long years I meet with friends." 

Dnring this period he had twice circumnavigated the 
globe ; had performed three of tho most daring and 
venturesome voyages on record, and brought them to a 
BuoceBsful issue, not less by his skill and knowledge of 
practical navigation than by the sagacity and judicious 
management of the property of whicli he Jiad charge. 
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belonging to himself and others. He had started oat 
for himself from Havre, at the age of twentj-three, with 
a capital of $2000, and now at thirty returned from his 
wanderings with a fortune of $70,000, thirty-five tiraea 
the original capital in seven years, and all wrought out 
in legitimate lines of commercial enterprise hy genuine 
hard work of both head and hands. 

Let it not be forgotten that within the easy memory 
of many yet living the number whose fortunes exceeded 
$50,000 was sufficiently rare to entitle them to rank as 
men of wealth, and the posBessor of $100,000 was re- 
garded as having attained a much higher position on 
Fortune's wheel than that we now give to the owner 
of a million. 



CHAPTER TL 

1804-1807. 
Marriage and Settlement al Lancaster, MftsaachuEett^. — Forced to 
Resume Navigatioa— Voyage of the Asptma, and ita Ruinoua 
Termination. 

Belietinq himself to be now posseBsed of ample 
means for the support of a family withont further ne- 
cessity of effort to increase his fortune, he was mar- 
ried, on the 12th of October, 180i, to hia cousin, Dorcas 
Clereland Hiller, second child of Joseph and Margaret 
(Cleveland) Hiller. Her father was a highly respected 
citizen of Salem, and was the first collector of the porta 
of Salem and Beverly, appointed by President Washing- 
ton, Her mother was the sister of my father's father. 

In company with his brother William, he soon after 
purchased a very pleasant estate in Lancaster, Massa- 
chusetts, and devoted himself to the rational enjoyment 
of Bueh tastes as he now felt himself at liberty to in- 
dulge. These were simple and unostentatious. He Lad 
always a great love of reading, and he had, in the course 
of Lis travels, secured such a collection of books as to 
constitute a library whicli, for that day, was no less re- 
markable for the number of volumes it contained than 
for the good taste indicated in their selection. 

It would be natural to enppose that one w!lo since 
coming npon the stage of active life had been so con- 
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Btantly engaged in snch exciting scenes of adventure 
would soon tii'e of the monotony and tamencBS of bucU 
a life as that of a New England country-town at that 
period. 

The history of his life at Lancaster, however, proved 
that his enjoyment of life was in nowise dependent upon 
such stimulants, and t!iat the resources afforded hy his 
own tastes and acquirements, the interests of domestic 
and social life, and the opportunities for usofulnoaa in 
the promotion of objects of benevolence and improve- 
ment which constantly preecoteiJ themselves, and in 
which he had the full sym.pathy and aid of my mother, 
were all-sufficient for his happiness, and ho regarded it 
as the greatest misfortune when he was compelled again 
to go to sea. 

Had Mr. Shaler been as fortunate in the management 
of the joint property of which he had taken charge as 
he and my father had been while acting together, the 
necessity might not have arisen for attempting a resto- 
ration of their fortunes. But not only was his second 
voyage in the Lelia liyrd a very unfortunate one in it- 
self, but was almost entirely unsuccessful in one of its 
important objects; the collection of debts due from va- 
rious missions who had bought goods of them on credit. 
Out of twenty priests who had been thus accommodated, 
only fonr proved by their actions that honesty was any 

irt of their relig 

The death of Rouissillon, in Mexico, cxtingnished all 
hope of returns from t!ie property in his care, and theso 
combined with other losses so reduced the amount of 
their possessions as to incite them to new efEorts for 
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tlieir retrieval. Fortnnately there was no losa wbatever 
of the eonficlence they felt in each other, and no licsita- 
tioii in Again uniting in the accomplishment of new en- 
terprises. 

Tho war enecceding the short peace of Amiens bad 
again closed the ports of the Spanish colonies to their 
own ships, and tlicy could only receive their supplies of 
European inannfactures under cover of a foreign flag. 

Another voyage to Chili and Peru, therefore, seemed 
to offer a prospect of profit proportional to the risk, and 
by combining their resonrces they fitted out an expedi- 
tion for those countries, of ■which my father was to take 
charge- 
In June, 1806, they bought in New Torb a Baltimore 
clipper schooner called the Aspasia, of one hundred and 
seventy tons, and loaded her with such a cargo as expe- 
rience had taught them was snited to tho wants of tho 
people to whom it was to be offered. Vessel and cargo 
were owned equally by Mr. Shalcr and my father, and 
absorbed nearly the whole fortune of eacli, only a por- 
tion of which was covered by insurance at a high pre- 
mium. 

I have no journal of this voyage, and rely for my ac- 
count of it on his published narrative, and still more on 
his Icttera to my mother, from which I shall make liberal 
quotations. 

The earliest allnsion to the subject which I find un- 
der Lis own hand is in a letter to my mother at Lancas- 
ter, dated Boston, 17th of June, 1806, in which he says : 

"I found Icttera here from Slmler announcing the purchasQ of a 
vessel, and urgtug me to como on to New York as speedily HS pofisi- 
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IjIc. I have, therefore, ficisbcd all my arraogeiaeDls here, embitrkcd 
my baggage on a vessel for New York wLicli sails today, aud intend 
Betting oft myself on Thursday morning." 

Tlie eKperiences of liis journey to New York, as inci- 
dentally mentioned in one or two aubaeqiient letters, 
will Bervc to give to modern readers ft realizing eense 
o£ what tliey liave gained (and, possibly, a conceptioa of 
some tiiinga they have lost) by tlie introduction of Bteam- 
hoats and railioada. Ho writes from Provideneeon tho 
SOtli of June : 

"Wbiie waiting for tlio packet for New York I am tempted to 
scribble a line to you. We shall leave here in about two lioura, and 
I hope to be in New York by Monday or Tuesday. I fell in hero 
with James and T. H. Perkins, the former of whom I had never met 
before. Ho inquired particularly for you, espresecd much regret 
at not having seen you in Boston, and they both promised to visit 
you at Lancaster." 

Next day lie writes from New Haven : 

"Y'ou will wonder howl carao to bo here, as I yesterday informed 
you I was wailing for the packet in Providence. At that time my 
passage was engaged in the packet: but wliilc I was waiting for llio 
porter to take my trunk on board, the mall singe called to know if 
there were any passengers, and I could not reeist the impulse of tak- 
ing the first opportunity that offered, so stepped in, and here I am. 
This is fortunate, for the wind is blowing strong from the west, and 
the packet, therefore, must remain at Newport till it shifta. By rid- 
ing another night I could have reached New York to-morrow morn- 
ing, hut I was fatigued and preferred spending a day or two here. 
On Monday I shall take the stage again, and be in New York the 
nest morning. 

"... While writing I learn that the wind has changed, and that 
an eKccUcnt packet sails this evening for New Y'ork, so farewell 
stage. I have little doubt of arriving there to-morrow. 

"Would to Heaven that something might occur that should make 
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it proper and prudent to give up the voyage ; but it would be as wise 
to wish for fortune at oace." 

From New York ho writes on tbe 25tli of June : 
"1 fouud Mr. Bhalcr had parcliased an excellent vesEel for our 
business, the scliooner Aspaaia, uf one hundred and seventy tons' 
burden. From her size and coastructiou she will be a Tery uncom- 
fortable and swift-sailing vessel : but, provided the voyage turns out 
as well aa we have reason lo expect, and enahles me thenceforth to 
remain with you, no incouvouience or fatigue will be regarded. I 
Uiinl: I shall he ready for sea in about three weeks." 

In a later letter, on tlie 8tli of July, he eajs, in reply 
to her expressed appreheusioiie that his vessel was an un- 
safe one ; 

' ' Though not comfortable, I t'onsider her as tqfe a vessel as any 
whatever. She has the reputation of being aji excellent sea-boat, 
and aa we shall only be in ballast trim, she cannot be very im- 
comfortablc. 

■'I am apprehensive of no rivals except from Boston; and if there 
arc none Utted out this autumn t feel confident of being able to 
complete my voyage satisfactorily, ho as to be with you again by 
August or September, 1807; and I assure you that so far from 
extending it, in order to make it better. I shall be ready to make 
any reasonable sacrifice in order to return within tliat period. As, 
however, it is a speculative kind of voyage, and one where you 
cannot espect to hear from me, let mo beg you to indulge no un- 
necessary anxiety, as a thousaud unforeseen events may occur to 
thwart my plans and keep me absent from all I hold most dear. 

" I intend wriliog to Prince to make insurance on the f uU amount 
I shall have in this voyage, if it can l)c done at twenty-live per cent, 
against all risks, as I feel that, in cose of its failure, it will he dilfl- 
cult to bring my mind to undertake another; and am more con- 
vinced than ever that it ia acting more the part of wisdom to retire 
with means for a moderate and decent support with those without 
whom life is not worth having, rather than be absent drudging after 
affluence and luxury, even if that absence should secure it, of whicli 
there are always doubts. 
5* 
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"Wiih even a. very limited share of fortune, therefore, you mcty^a 
ettfely calculate ou this being our last BcpunilioD." 



In a snbst 
eketch of bU 



letter he gives lie 
' voyage : 



the following; I 



"The Agpasia ond cargo will cost JIO.OOO, of which I hold aa 
inlercBt of (117,500, Mr. Sbater an equal amount, and a friend ot 
ours in Philadelphia the remaining $5000. My intention now is to 
proceed directly to the Falkland Islands, unless I should find myself 
short of fruit and vegetahiea, in which case I shall stop at the Cape 
do Verde Islands. 

"At the Falkland Islands we shall prohably spend a week In 
filling up our water, getting a supply of live-stock, and putting our 
vessel in a fit state to encounter the rough weallier that must always 
be expected iu douhliDg Cape Horn. Tlic first place I shall atop at 
after doubling the cape will be the Island of Chiioe, where it ia 
probable I may dispose of part of my cargo; and from thence pro- 
ceed northerly along the coast, touching at Aranco, Coqidmbo, 
Pisco, Payta, and a hundred other little ports, till I have completed 
the sole of my cargo; and with only a tolerable share of success I 
can hardly fail of doing it, and, consequently, of being wilh you 
again in twelve mouths. Another object I have in view, which 
may IcDgthcu the voyage, is the purchase of copper. 

'■ Tills article has been very abundant and cheap on the coast, and 
if it continues to be so, I shall probably secure a targe quantity of 
it; and as my vessel will not carry ahovo one hundred tons of such 
an article, it is not unlikely I may take several loads and deposit 
them on some desert island iu the neighborhood, and then proceed U) 
China and charier a ship to send after it. This would lengthen the 
voyage to eighteen months, hut tiie advantage derived from it will 
be such that I am sure you will approve of it. Buch are the out- 
lines of my plans, which must he varied according to circumstances 
and tlie information I receive. I trust I need not assure you that 
my voyage will not be extended unless somcthiog so brilliant should 
present itself that it would be weakness to let it pass. Mr. Prince 
informs me that ho can make insurance against all risks for twenty, 
five per cent., and I have desired him to do It on my account for 
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$15,000, provJUtil it csfpads (o every risk lliat 
Shalcr maltes no insurance, na he thinks it wort 
getting it in case of loss as to malie the first ii 
tliat, on your account, it would tie wrong 
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" Hio Janeiro, November 10, 180S. 

"Whea I wrote you last, as ihe piiot was leaving me in New 
York, I little expected my nest wouiil be from this plnce, and still 
leas that dire necessity would be the cause; but bo it ia. Bo not 
alarmed, bowcvor; our misfortunes are indeed trifling to what they 
might have been, and I consider the greatest to Xx that it will add 
to the contemplated time of our separation. 

" Nothing of consequence occurred during the first month of our 
voyage. We had an uncommonly calm time, and, therefore, made 
but indifferent progress till the 10th Sepiemljer, when we took Iho 
trade wind, and from its violence next day almost wished for tho 
calms we bad previously been lamenting as a calamity. 

" Wo were at this time in latitude 20° north, longitude 87° west, 
and wore under double-reefed sails, with a considerable sea nmning, 
when, at two a.m., I was roused by the dismal cry of ' All hands, 
clear the wreck.' Tliis was discordant music to me, who had all at 
risk, and, iu cose of its loss, should be doomed to almost perpetual 
banishment from those ho holds most dear. On going on deck I 
found the foremast gone by the board, and hanging by Iho stay, 
wbicli was fast at the mainmast head; the mainmast, tottering with 
this additional weight, at each roll appeared as if it must go also. 
But one sailor, mora active than the others, went up, at the risk of 
his life, and cut away this stay, when the most immediately fell 
alongside, taking with it the bowsprit, which broke Just without the 
stem. At this time the main boom got loose, and in the endeavor 
to secure it one man was dangerously wounded. 

"As it was dangerous having the spars alongside the vessel while 
we had so much sea, we got them to windward of her as soon as 
possible, but kept fast to Ihcm, in order to get them on board the 
following day. This we effected, notwithstanding a very high sea, 
and the consequent laboring of the vessel, which was increased pro- 
digiously from the weight being so much lessened above the centre 
of gravity. Tiie rolling was such that for some time we were in 
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expectation of seeing our mflinninat go also. Iq the frequeot ne- 
cessity this disaster mode for sending men to tlie maslliead, one ot 
tlicm. wbcD Dearly up to llie crosstrcos, lost bis hold and fell; but, 
the mainsail being only partly lioisled, made u bag, and be full di- 
rectly into it, otherwise he would liavc been dashed lo pieces. 

"After clesriog the ^reck we rigged a jury-masl, and began to 
make considerable way. Bciog again under sail, tlie next thing to 
be considered was the best plan to pursue; and after weighing the 
advantages and disadvantages, the prospects ot success, and the 
probable eipense of repairing, of each one that presented itself to 
my mind, I came to the determinatiou to endeavor lo get to Rio 
Janeiro, where, if we ■were not permitted to sell our cargo, we could 
easily repair our damages and proceed ou the original plan. But it 
was by no mc»iB a trifling undertaking to attempt to get here In our 
crippled conditiuu. and its euccesa was very doubtful, since {pre- 
suming upon our good sailing} I had not gone nearly so far to Ibe 
eastward aa vessels arc accustomed to do tbat cross the equator, and 
feared, therefore, that it would be impossible for us to double Cape 
Bt. Roque. Failing in tbia, 1 intended to go to Para (a Portuguese 
aettiement nearly on the equator), and there endeavor to sell out 
cargo; and, if not permitted, lo proceed lo Trinidad, and there get 
information of the part of the Spanish coast where wo should bo 
most likely to succeed iu jiot making a haing voi/age (for this is tho 
object wo now had in view), and complete Ihc unfortunate business 
by returning to America as expeditiously as possible. 

"5Iy mind being made up on this business, and having gi?va di- 
rections in accordance with my decision, I bad now leisure to reflect 
upon my situation, and, contrasting it with what it was but twenty' 
four hours before, I was more forcibly impressed than I have ever 
been with the uncertainty of everything connected with navigalion. 

"Could I now have transported myself to our home, even witli 
the humiliating condition of living on a miserable f 500 a year, most 
readily would I— But, stop a litUe, Mr. C. 

"To hve on such an annuity is entirely out of the question, and I 
still hold that it is belter to perish in the honest endeavor to secure a 
decent independence, and be enabled to help one's friends, than to veg- 
etate on such a pittance, and wear away life iu discontented idleness. 

"Without meeting with any other serious cuiamily we crossed 
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the etiuator on the 6lli of October, and arrived Lere on the S4th of 
tlie same monfh. Here I found, as I especfed, a. very tordial wel- 
eome from all Iboee who espetled to he heneflted hy my misfortunes. 

"This wus evident, even on Ihe part of tlie gOTemment lioguist, 
who tried tomakeme believe I could only employ such mechanics as 
he named — wilh a. view, no doubt, to charging double and dividing 
the plunder — whereat, my wrath being kindled, I made application 
to higher authority, and found I might employ whom I pleased. 

" I then found I could have my work done foi' less thao liaif what 
I was first told it would cost, yet it will require nearly or quite $2000 
to pay for repairs. 

"Both necessity and choic* compel me to rig the ^i;»a«ta as a brig, 
as masts are not to be procured here for a schooner; and, if they 
were, I would not take Ihem, as nothiug can be so unwieldy, unaafe, 
and uncomfortable as so large a vessel rigged as a schooner. 

" The oGicera who examined my vessel have allowed moforty-flve 
days for repairs, which will doubtless be more (ban is ueceseary. 

'■I wish my adventures bad been of a more pleasing nature, hut 
tbey might have been much more serious ; and to have crossed such 
an immense space of ocean in safety, in the wretched predicament 
we were in, la sufficient cause for grateful e 



■' Rio jANEnto, Nowmbcr 15, 1806. 
"Do not be apprehensive that I allow the accident I have met 
with to neigh upon my mind. It will probably lead to my making 
an arrangement Iiero which will prolong my absence, and this I con- 
sider the greatest misfortune, for I find more and more that this sep- 
aration is a kind of suspension of existence, aud, so far from acting 
on my old principle of -succeed or perish. I feel that to return to 
you, even with a total loss of property, is very desirable, and will 
afford great room for rejoicing; how much more, then, wilb sufB- 
cient to enable me to say ' We meet to part no more.' It is this 
hope which gives me courage to prosecute my plans, and wliile en- 
livened by it and in possession of such health aa I constantly enjoy, 
I assure you I fed as much like subverting a government or throw- 
ing the Andes into the sea as ever I did in my life. I bad been flat- 
tering myself on the passage hero that I might possibly manage to 
finish the voyage here, and return immediately to America ; and this. 
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probably, I should have been able lo do, were not all comTOerce bus- 
pendcd between tliia and the River Plate in consequence of the Eng- 
lish being there; and this haa caused such a stagnation here as has 
not been known during the war. The English took Buenos Ajres, 
a city of Iwenty-flvc or thirty thousand inhabitanU, with a force of 
only fifteen hundred men. The Bngltah general (Bereaford) suffered 
Itlmself to be lulled into the belief of security by the assurances of - 
the bishop Uiat the Spaniarda were friendly to them, while, with tho 
treachery of a Spaniard and the cunning of a priest, he was secretl; 
plotting their destruction. When all was ready the English wero 
suddenly attacked by an immense rabble, and were forced to capit- 
ulate. It is reported, however, that the Spaniards broke the capit- 
ulation, and were guilty of cruelties that would disgrace the savages 
of North America. 

"I espect to be ready to leave in about three weeks, but whether 
in tho Aipaaia, on the original plan, ia very doubtful, aa I contem- 
plate making an arrangement for a Portuguese ship, which haa a 
royal license for Lima. If I succeed I ahall either dispose of the 
Anpima or send her to Havre with a load of jerked beef. Such a. 
plan must necessarily lengthen my absence, as to load a ship of 
three hundred and sixty tons at Lima, and return here, will take till 
next June or July, so that it will be late in the autumn before I shall 
be in Lisbon. While affairs in Europe arc so uncertain it will be 
only consistent with common prndence to touch here on my way 
back, otherwise I should proceed directly from Lima to Lisbon, 
which would save much time and expense. Could I be ccrtaiit of 
adopting thia plan, and as certain of arriving safely in Lisbon, I 
should certainly propose your meeting mo there, and spending the 
following winter willi me ia Italy, but it is loo uncertain for yon to 
run tho risk and bear the fatigue of such a voyage with a possihiUty 
of disappointment. If I conclude Ihia arrangement I shall go much 
I than in the Aspaaia, bcsidca running less dak of 
eeizure; but what moat influences me is the greater chance of profit; 
for, having a largo ship, I e.ipect to make more on the return than 
I'ard cargo. 

" 3S(i.— Had the bearer of thia sailed a week ago, as he espected, 
you would doubtless, on reception of my letter, have made up your 
mind to an additional year's separation, as I hod theu serious Ihoughta 
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of going to Lima and Lisbon ; but I have now iLe pleasure of inform- 
ing you llial I yestctiiay made an arrangement wliich, t>arriQg acci- 
denlB, wiil enable me to be with you in Hny or June next. I need 
not assure you liow extremely plcasiag Uiis ia to me, especially as tha 
prospect is as good as anytliing I could calculate on in my original 
plan. 

"Ihavesold tbe cargo of the ^qiasia at its cost, and am to i«ceive 
the amount of it in jerked beet at about $3 per cwt., to be deliTered 
at the Island of St. Cathcrino's. It will amount to nine or ten thou- 
sand quintals; and, aa the Atpatia wiJl hardly carry two thousand, 
I have contracted for the Portuguese ship before mentioned, and wo 
shall be ready to leave lor St. Catherine's in fifteen or twenty days, 
t think we eball not bo detained more than a month in loading, so 
that wo may expect to sail for Havana by the 30th of January, 1807. 

" My first mate, Mr. Rodgera, will take charge of the A^pn^ia, and 
I will go in the ship, the captain and officers of which arc to ho un- 
der my orders. 

"To proceed directly to flavana from a Spanish port would, 
doubtless, be the height of imprudence, but from a port of a nation 
at peace with Great Britain I conceive to be ns safe as from Iho 
L'nited States, especially at this time, when there can be no suspi- 
cion of my being from the River Plate. 

"If the suspension of alt commerce with that river operates 
against me in the sale of my outward cargo, it must act corre,ipond- 
ingly in my favor in tbo sale of the beef at Havana, as the sup- 
ply which Ihey have been in the habit of receiving is now cnlircly 

"My fortune once bung entirely on coSco, and it turned out a 
ragged one. It now hangs entirely on beef, and we shall soon know 
its fate. In any event, I shall have the satisfaction of knowing that 
each day brings mo nearer to you, at the same time that I am pur- 
suing a plan that promises more profit, with less risk, than cruising 
on the coasts of Chili and Peru." 

" Rio Jahetbo, DeeembOT 4, 1806. 
"It is but few days since I sent you, by Ihe Criterion, Captain 
Chase, a long detail of our adventures, and of my future intentions. 
I still consider my plan far more eligible than the orielmtl one. I 



I 



Plia VOYAGES OF A MERCHANT NATIGATOS. 

have been enabled to despatch the Aiipasia miicL sooner than I ex- 
' pected, by giving sometliing laore for tlie beef, which I considered 
more advantageous than keeping her here two montba. I wish it 
were in mj power to get away aa soon, for I consider every day's ab- 
sence from home ms so much time completely lost; but two montba 
will Hoon be gone, and then each day I shall bo making advances 
towards that delightful retreat from whence nothing but cold pov- 
erty OF Uie prospect of it shall again separate me. But who, alast 
haa more rcasou to dread this! With what a series of misfortunes 
have 1 not been assailed for the past three years, and with what con- 
fidence can I now expect to escape the pirates in the West Indies? 
I expect to meet with British abiiia of war, but do not fear them, 
03 my buainesa is regular, and such as will bear the nicest acrutiny 
by those who act uprightly; but should I meet with any of those 
privateera the consequences may be serioua, as they respect the 
property of no one. I will not, however, dwell on the dark side of 
the picture, and the pleasing thought of meeting you in June will 
enable me to bear even a greater misfortune, though this would bo 
complete ruin, and make it necessary for me to plough the ocean yet 
for many years. 

"I fear you may Snd the winter dull in the country, though the 
lesourcea you have in your piano, books, etc., are so much greater 
than are usual, yet a little of the noise of the town at thia dreary 
season is by no means unpleasant." 

A sliort letter from Eio Janeiro, written tliree weeks 
later, contains the following ; 

" I shall leave here to-morrow for 9t. Catherine's, and with pros- 
pects extremely flatiering, as we know that no beef has been shipped 
from the River Plate these four months past, and, except what ia 
DOW laden on board American ships, there will probably be no more 
at all, aa llie English are going with sufBcient force to take it, and 
it is not likely they will permit Americans to have any share in the 
commerce. Not withstanding everything concurs to lead me to sup- 
pose that I shall terminate my voyage advantageously, yet so per- 
le ia my fortune of late that I count on nothiug with confidence. 
A few months, however, will determine whether I am to enjoy the 
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happiDess of a home wilb you < 
years." 

It may be mentioned hero, for the benefit of those 
readers who are not familiar with tlie Havana trade, 
that jerted beef from Sonth America constituted one 
of the cliief articles of import for the consumption, 
mostly, of the slave population. 

Owing to its perishable nature, it was never allowed 
to be landed in bulk, but was sold bj the quintal from 
the ship in which it arrived. This method, of course, 
involved a long detention of the veeael in Ilavana. 

" St. CATiiERtNE'e, February 6, 1807. 

"I espected before this to have been on my way lo Havana, liut 
have been ilisappointed in the reception of our cargo. One halt of 
it, however, is now here, anil the remainder will be very soon, bo 
thai, making every allowance, I do not think we shall be detained 
later llian the Ist of March, and I may yet be with you before the 
end of June. 

"This town contains about four thousand inhabitants, mostly 
Creoles, and there are about one thousand regular troopa here. The 
government ia military and perfectly despotic ■- but only think of 
investing an illiterate man, who has risen from the ranks, with such 
power! Such ia the present governor. He, however, keeps most 
excellent order. One of our sailors happened to meet him ia the 
street, and, not knowing him, neglected to take off his hat, tor which 
offence he was immediately arrested and put in the stocks for an 

'■There are some beautiful walks in the environs of the town, 
where I sometimes ramble alone for hours, thinking of home and of 
those who are dear to me, till I become so impatient that I could al- 
most sacrifice everytliing if I could be there by so doing. I often 
wiah you could partake of the fine melons, peaches, pineapples, etc., 
whicli we are daily consuming. 

"But four or five months will soon wear off, and tlien— I was go- 
ing to say — I shall Iw at home; but I foresee diificulliea and dangers 
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now to wbich I have IiiLherto Lcen unaccualomed. A privnteer mt 
take me, or I may bo eliipwrecked, and tiieu 'farewell lo all 
greatness.' Yet I cannot Lclp tliinkicg thai all nlll turn out rigb^ 
especially when I reflect how often I Lave been conducted right 
even in spite of myself. You know bow much niy heart was set 
upon a voyage to the River Plate ■with you for my companion, and 
how reluctant I was lo abandon it; yet, had I undertaken that voy- 
age in Iho large ship, as I contemplated, ruin would Lave been the 
inevitable consequence, aa ali the ships that sailed about that time 
from America have been bo long embargoed by the English being 
there that those which had received their cargoes of beef have had 
it all spoiled; and those which bad not sold tbeir outward cargo 
have been lying there at great expense, and will finally be obliged 
to carry them away again." 

Of bis espci'ieTiees subsequent to tLis letter I quote 
the accotint from liis published "Narrative," with tlifli 
addition of an occasional introdnction of a letter writtsi 
at the time. 

" Having decided on the plan I was now prosecuting, I had wriflS 
ten by two opportunities from Rio Janeiro to my friends in Bostoi^A 
requesting to Lave insurance effected if possible. But thcso wei«9 
precarious times for neutrals, when the two great belligerents agreed 1 
In nothing else than plundering them, and I was aware of the un- 
cerlainty whether insurance could be effected at any rat 

" On the presumption, however, that such neutral c 
did not, even in a remote degree, prejudice the interests of the bol- 
llgereuts would be unmolested, I felt that I bad little else than thd . 
Beariak to guard against, and was therefore free from anxiety oi 
subject of insurance. 

" Having accomplished our lading, after waiting for the lost part ,] 
of our cargo till my patience was nearly eshausted, we flnaUf | 
weighed anchor and sailed for Uavana in the Tehtnofo on the ISUi i 
of February. 1807. 

"A few degrees south of the equator we fell in with n 
frigate, by which wo were subjected to a rigid scrutiny, the result of 
which was a convictioa of the neutrality of the property, the l^^-J 
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ity of the voyage, and, consequently, that no molivo existed for de- 
tention. By the captnin and ofBccrs of this ship I wna treated with 
great civility, and on parting they ■wished mo a. pleasant voyage to 
Havana. A similar investigation, vrith a like result, by a. British 
sloop-oE-war, from which we were boarded a few doya afterwards, 
encouraged the belief that I had nothing to apprehend from British 
vessels of war. 

"With these impressions I perceived no other obataclo to my 
reaching Havana tlian the sea-risk, and, with the certainty of reap- 
ing an immense profit on my adventure, my imagination often dwelt 
on the Joy of a happy return to my family with a fortune which 
■would supersede the necessity of leaving it again. But these pleas- 
ing anticipations were soon destined to pass into the regions of airy 
castles. 

"Early on a fine morning, when ahout a hundred and fifty miles 
to windward of the island of Martinique, we descried a numher of 
vessels to westward, which proved to Iw a fleet of English vessels of 
war. Being nearest the Samilliet, of seventy-four guns, wo wero 
boarded from that ship, and on learning that the ficet woa com- 
manded by Admiral Cochrane my heart sank within me. 

" All my confidence resulting from the ordeal to which we had 
recently been subjected, combined with my entire conviction of llie 
innocence and legality of the voyage, were insufficient to banish Uio 
apprehension that we should be sent in for adjudication. 

"The bonrding-offlter from the namiUiei was a young man of 
good appearance, but totally deficient in every attribute of the gen- 
tleman except the garb. Ilis behavior to the captain of the TeUmaea 
and to myself while on board our own ship was marked by all that 
insolence, arrogance, and impudence which are the acknowledged 
peculiarities of a coward when conscious of being free from dan- 
ger. As the captain of the Telemaco did not speak English, I ac- 
companied this brutal officer on board the BamiSiea with the ship's 
papers. My reception by the venerable and respectable commander 
of the ship formed a perfect contrast with that of the boarding-offl- 
cer. He was evidently one of the old school, urbane and gentle- 
manly. Willi manners and deportment as much at variance with those 
of bis subalterns as were the courtiers of the time of the Louis's 
with the sam culottes of our day. After a thorough examination 
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of our pspers, in ■which Le wns assisted by two of his offlcers, ao 
cause was found for our dcteoiioD, and the papers were consequently 
returned to me hy tlic commander, who wished me a good voyage 
and sent me again on board my vessel. . . . We Lad scarcely Med 
away our sails, however, wlien the admiral having approached IW, 
and the information having been conveyed to him by signal wlience 
■we camo and whither bound, without deigning to see us or our pa- 
pers, he ordered our ship to be taken possession of and conducted lo 
Tortola. Accordingly a boat from the Cerberus brought the requi- 
site number of men to lake possession, and look our ship's ccmpany, 
including myself, on board that frigate," 

This information lie conveys to my motlier in tlie I 
following letter: 

" Tortola, April 24, 1807. 

"It is with grief, my dear wife, that I nm imdcr the necessity of | 
informing you of my having been sent into i/iis place iat adjudica- ( 
tioQ. I emphasize on 'this place' because I believe, of all llio de- | 
testable nests of pirates that ever the world was cursed with, this is' J 
the worst. 

"We arrived yesterday, and I shall know in a day or two whether 'I 
we shall be dismissed, or whether the affair is lo be decided by a 
court of vice-admiralty. In the former case I shall be oil immedi- 
ately; in the latter, I am told, it will take twenty or Iwenty-flvo , 
days to determine, at whieii period, from the perishable nature of 
the cargo, I havo my doubts whether, in case it is cleared, I had i 
better receive or abandon it. In cose of condemnation I shall ap- 
peal, and have no doubt of the decree being reversed. I linow not 
whether any insurance has been effected for me; but, admitting It 
has been, I know the difficulty of recovering from those gentlemen 

' ' At any rate, I foresee many years of toil and trouble, and, what I 
is infinitely worse, separation from you and all I hold dear in life, 
compared with which any other misfortune is light. 

"25fi. — Ifind the rascals intend to proceed against me. I shall en- 
deavor to compromise if possible; if not, as my cargo is composed 
of a perishable article, they will proceed lo business immediately, - 
and the affair will soon be determiaed." 
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" ToRTOLA, May 1. 1807. 

" While waitiiig the motions of the indoleat and unfeeling law- 
yers and agenla, who, from being inured to Bcenea of difltresa, and 
not unfrequcntlj seeing our unfortunate countrynien djing in de- 
spair, are perfectly callous (o every feeling of humanity, and conse- 
quently deaf to my entreaties for completing the husineas and short- 
ening ray period of torture as much as possible, I ait down to beguile 
a moment and suepeod unpleasant reflection hy writing lo you. . . . 
Though I may be condemned in this detestable sink of iniquity, the 
decree will certainly bo reversed in England, where, for the honor 
of the nation, they must diBCounlflnance such wicked and unparal- 
leled decisions as are frequently made here. Indeed, Tortola is so 
notorious that, although, in coming here after being taken, we passed 
by Antigua, where there is n superior court and a judge of reapecla- 
bilily, Admiral Cochrane chose to send us here, well knowing that 
he could rely upon the decision being in his favor. 

"But while I reflect upon all the suffering which may ensue from 
this misfortune; that it must involve a protracted and uncertain sep- 
aration from you; that, if no insurance has been effected, I am utter- 
ly ruined; that, having undertaken this part of the voyage without 
the concurrence of Shaler he will be an innocent sufferer from my 
misfortune, and that my drafia from Rio Janeiro will be falling due 
in America just when the news of this seizure reaches there, my 
sympathies for an unfortanate English captain who lately left hero 
exceed even the anguish caused by my own experience, and I am 
tempted to tell you the story that you may see to what lengths Ad- 
miral Cochrane will go to acquire onlya paltry sum, and may judge 
by this what enormities such a monster would be guilty of were a 
greater temptation offered. 

"When Jerome Bonaparte made a sweep in the West Indies last 
summer he took a ship at Montserrat which belonged to this cap- 
tain, and which was his all. The ship was taken to St. Martin's, 
where the captain, expecting to get her very cheap, went and bought 
her, and, lo raise funds for payment, drew bills on Tortola, where 
ho expected to have a freight for bis ship to Europe and to pay his 
drafts by his freight-money; but the poor fellow, on his way from 
St. Martin's to Tortola, fell in with the brave Cochrane, who seized 
his ship and sent her in here, where, to the astonishment even of the 
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loguca of tbts islaod, she was condemDed. Tho poor, unfortunate 
CBptaiD, who has a family in Englaud, not Leiog able to pay hla 
debts, was thrown into prison, where he lay for several months, and 
tho ship, with another owner, sailed a few daya since for Europe. 
Could nny misfortune he more aggrovaling and distressing than this, 
to be distressed and driTca to despair by a servant of the govern- 
inent he contributed to support, and from whom he ought to have 
bad protection. I think I never heard of any injustice to be com- 
pared with it; but, Indeed, the character of the British naval officer 
ia aatoniahingly degenerated. In any former war they woidd have 
despised the system of plunder and piracy they are now pursuing. 
For the several daya I had the misfortune to tw on board their shipa 
the conversation of the officers consisted entirely of what they hoped 
to share from different prizes, so that 1 felt more as if I were with a 
band of robbers than with the officers of a great government, bent 
upon maintaining its dignity," 

" St. Thomas, Man 3, 1S07. 
" It seems as if all of those with whom I am under the neceasily 
of linviog anything to do were doomed to partake of my miafort- 
unca. In order to vary the scene, and hoping to gather some inlel- 
ligenee of the Aepasia, I left Tortola the day before yesterday for 
this place. Tho distance is only about four hours' sail, but, as we 
left Tortola late in the afternoon, and had only a light breeze, we 
were under the necessity of being out in the night. About one 
o'clock I WAS awakened by a jar of the vessel, and at first presumed 
we were alongside some vessel in port, but a second shock, attended 
with a roar of the sea, undeceived mo, and, on going on deck, I 
found we were on a dangerous reef of rocks. The vessel immedi- 
ately bilged, and the cabin filled with water. 1 had not time to get 
my little trunk up before everything in it was completely wet; and, 
while going ashore in the boat, we had a heavy rain, which wet me 
through, and in this silualiou had to I'cmain on the shore till day- 
light; yetl thought not of my own situation. To sec the distress of 
the captain, who owned the vessel, which was the fruits of . 
years' hord labor, and that of the owner of the cargo and his family, 
who assembled shortly after our landing, and who had now lost 
their little all, and were reduced to beggary, was dislrossing iu the 
c.ttrcmc. Tliry groaned, wrung their hands, tore their hair, stomped 
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on tbe gTOUDd, and, indeed, eecmed distracted. But, enougli; ehall 
I neycr have aiiythiDg but sceneB of distrcBs to relate to you? I fear 
not, and wonder for what I am yet reserved. 

" I can ]caru nothing of the Agpagia. If sbc bas not arrived safe 
it may be Ijest that I do not know it, for I liave enougli to t)car al- 

"TonToi-A, Mag 33, 1B07. 

a my cspectalionB, My vessel 

asous the most frivolous, 'n'hich 



and cargo ai 



ot been disappointed ii 

I condemned, and for re. 
I have not now lime to give you, for, after having engaged my paa- 
Bogo ill a fost-Eailing vessel for New York, and while coraforline 
myaelf with the prospect of being soon by your side, tbe agent of 
the captors came forward, and offered me my ship and cargo for 
Icsn than a third tbe original cost, and, as an additional inducement, 
TToa ready to engage that I should not again be molested by British 
cruisers. Can you conceive of more barefaced villainy! Yet, in 
order that I may leave nothing undone to save any portion of the 
unfortunate concern, I am going again to Bt. Thomas, to endeavor 
to raise the money by selling a part of the cargo, deliverable In Ha- 
Tana, or by other means, so that I can realiiie tliirly-five or for^ 
thousand dollars, which will be better than having recourse to the 
Lords of Appeal in London and wailing one or two years for their 
decision. 

"Nothing hut a sense of duty should add a single day to the ab- 
sence which has already been so tedious." 

" St. Thomas, Mag 34, 1809. 

"The enlivening idea of shortly meeting you dissipatea the gloom 
that woidd olhcrwi.qe take possession of me, and ia a consolation in 
my disappointment here in procuring funds for the ransom ot my 
ship and cargo. I cannot raise the sum on any terms that will an- 
Bwor, and think now only of settling my affairs and returning to you 
ae soon aa possible. 

"I do not know that it is not for the best that I cannot compass 
my object; because, if I did, I must neccasarlly give up the appeal, 
and lose the insurance, which, 1 think, must have been made; but 
it was proper I should leave oolhing rmdone that was in my power 
B the property. To-morrow I Ehall go again to Turtola. I 
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hope and trust for the last ti 



there is ili^g 
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13 every object that meels my vieW 1 
. If I had li " " 



ili^gustiDg ii 
a sketch of it, but I must leave it till we meet, 
sleep or remain Insensible till that time. 

"June 6. — I am now on the point of embarking for home, after 
being completely stripped of the fruita of many years' hard toil. I 
say completely, though it may uot be literally so, because there ia 
hardly a doubt but some insurance iamade for me; and, if so, I do 
not see any way the underwriters can escape paying, though I doubt 
not they will try hard for it. But whatever subterfuges or cunning 
tlicy rany make use of for this purpose will bate no tendency lo 
lower my opioion of my fellow- mortals. After the villainy I have 
seen practised at Tortola, by men whoae power and riches not only . 
give them a currency among the most respectable, but make their j 
society even courted, I blush for the baseness of mankind, and al- 
most lament that I am one of the same species. 

" I see by the papers that William has returned, and, while I re- 
joice that he is safe and well, I cannot lieip fearing he baa not suc- 
ceeded according to his expectations, or he would not have returned 
HO soon, as his sliip was well fitted for a much longer absence; but 
It is, doubtless, all for the best You will, perhaps, wonder at this 
observation from me at tlie moment when I am suffering such accu- 
mulated misfortunes; but continued resources present themselves, 
and, if I am not under the necessity of banging on my friends, all 
wiil soon be right again. If I have Ihe delight of finding you a,ai 
the baj well I shall soon forget my sorrows, and two or three montlia 
at home will repay an age of care." 

His fiumming-np of tlie evctits of tins outi'agc, as 
given in his piiblislied "Narrative," is so graphic and 
pathetic tliat I give it in full ; 



"Having settled my accounts and secured my appeal papers, 1 
left Tortola on the 35lh of May, more than a month from the date 
of my arrival. During that month scarce a day had passed in which 
I was not subjected to some angry altercation, some unnecessary 
provocation, some feverish eseitemcnt from my opponents, or some 
trouble and ansiety from complaints and uneasiness of the o: 
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and crew of our sLip; and this under Ihe scorehing infliicocc of a 
vertical sun. But I liad the happincaa to estiapo tbe fever, which 
this comliiualiDU of cauecB was calculated to produce, and to retaia 
my beallli. Ab I left the liarbor, on my way lo St. Tliomas, 1 passed 
near the Tclemaeo, which lay there by virtue ot the right of (lie Btroog 
over the weak. The distinction between this act of piracy and those 
of a nice character by tbo ancient buccaneers must be perceived Id 
consist alone in the circumslance that the former la sanctioned by 
kindred banditti, termed a vice - admiralty court, and the latter 
were too magoauimous to practise such hypocrisy. The annals of 
the times, however, were fertile in the details of such atrocious inva- 
sions of tbe rights of neutrals, tbc one party justifying its thefts by 
those of the other. 

"To have practised the self-denial incident to le.iving my family 
for so long a time; to have succeeded in reailiing Rio Janeiro after 
being dismasted and suffering all the toiU and anxieties of a voyage 
of forty-three days in that crippled condition; to have surmounted 
Ihc numerous obstacles and risks attendant on tbe peculiarity of Ibo 
transactions in port; to bavc sccompliabed the business of lading- 
and despatching the vessels, in defiance of great obfitaclcB, and to 
perceive tbe fortune almost within my grasp which would secure 
me ease and iodopendence for the remainder of my life— and then, 
by the irresistible means of brute force, to see the whole swept off, 
and myself and family thereby reduced in a moment from afSuenco 
to poverty, must be admitted to be a^aiamityof no ordinary magni- 
tude. It required, indeed, tbe exercise of great fortitude and pa- 
tience, and naturally led lo the perception of the truth that we ex. 
perience a greater amount of misery from the evil passions of our 
feliow-men than from hurricanes, lightning, earthquakes, and the 
warring elements combined. Fortunately I possessed an elasticity 
of mind wbicli adapted itself to circumstances. I was accustomed 
to contend with difficulties, and disciplined by a locg course of loss- 
es and disappoinlmenta, and, when suffering under them, I habitu- 
ally looked round for llio means to remedy them, I was soon ena- 
bled, therefore, to throw off much of tbe weight of this misfortune. 
Borne mitigation ot its effect was produced by tbe hope that insur- 
ance on the property might have been effected, and that the Anpaaia 
wight have accomplished her voyage successfully." 
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Just before amving in New York he begins a letter,^ 
on the 29th of June, 1807, in whicli occurs the follow- i 
ing passage : 

"Although my misfortunea are of a very serious nature, yet you I 
need not fear you will see me vitb a loug face and a clouded lirow; 
for, whether ruined or not, the prospect of meeting you and the dear ■ 
boy is enough todissipale everygloomy idea; and if I find you both 
well, and can posaihiy stem the torrent without hanging c 
friends, I will bid defiance to adversity. Indeed, I a 
atthefacility with wbicli the inind can adapt itself to circumstaucesi 
and although, before experiencing them, I was doubtful whether 
such accumulated misfortune would not be aufilcicnt to drive reason 
from her throne, I now find that, so far from it, I eat as well, sleep 
as well, feel as well, and can set about remedying the evil with as 
mucli spirit as I ever could in my life. I am a little apprehen 
however, that those who become acquainted with theeslent of my J 
misfortunes will say— if not openly, at least secretly — 'That man 
must be guilty of murder or some dreadful crime to be so particu- 
larly marked for clinsliscmcnt.' But these will be otily the supersti- 
tious, and wo will convince them that perseverance and enterprise 
will overcome the greatest obstacles." 

Tlie news wliich met hiui on arrival was enough to 
test severely his determination not to be cast down by i 
adversity, atid his first letter after landing, on tlie 4th of | 
July, shows plainly how heavily it weighed upon Iiib J 
spirits. The account he gives of it in his "Narrative," 
however, cannot be condensed or improved. 

Learning that his cousin, Stephen Iligginson, was in 
town, he lost no titne in seeking him. 

" But it was hastening only to be the earlier acquainted with di»- 
asters even greater than I had ima^ncd. Ou meeting him, I per- 
ceived a shadow cast over that benevolent countenance, which bad 
hitherto always beamed with smiles and joy when meeting rae after 
an ahacDco, which argued but too clearly that my worst antici{)a- 
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tlons were aliout being confirmed. He told me llint, io conBCquence 
or some new orders in council about the time my lettera were re- 
ceived, desiring insurance to be made, the otSccs became so alarmed 
that it could not be effected al a leas premium than thlrty-llirce and 
a third percent., which my friends would not consent to give; hence 
no insurance had been made on the property, and tbe loss was for 
account of Mr. Sholer and myself. 

"Nor was this all; he was grieved to say tbat the Afpaiia and 
car^ were also a total loss. The melancholy detail was that she 
had arrived safe at Havana and sold the cargo at flS per quintal, 
and with the proceeds— about JBO.OOO — had laden with coffee and 
sugar for New York; that when off Cape Ilatleras a gale was en- 
countered, in which she was thrown on her beam-ends and half filled 
Willi water, which ruined the cargo. The master, Rogers, was 
swept away and lost, and she Gnally reached N'orfolk in a most dis- 
tressed state, where the amount of all that was saved was little more 
than enough to pay the wages of the men. To crown the whole, 
the agent la New York had not been informed of the shipment from 
Havana, and consequently no insurance had been effected. I could 
not imagine any addition to these misfortunes because I had nothing 
more at risk, yet I perceived that there was something to be yet un- 
folded. To this overwhelming detail was yet to be added another 
item, which would fill my cup to overflowing — the failure of a 
friend and relation on whose paper I was an endorser, and had be- 
come responsible for fQIXM). The aggregate of these losses, estimat- 
ing the value of the Tekmaeo'i cargo at tbe rate at which the Atpa- 
«ta'« was sold, and the ship at what was paid for her, and independent 
of all profit on an investment of tbe funds at Havana for New York, 
would amount to |150,O0D. All doubts relative to tbe entire pros- 
tration of my fortune were now dissolved, all hope of there being 
some remnant left was aanihilated, and the world was to be begun 
anew under tbe pressure of increased responsibilities. But tbe re- 
section that no part of the property was on credit, that I bad not 
involved others in my losses, was eminently consolatory. And the 
pleasing contemplation of meeting my family again after this first 
and long absence from them, and before having experienced any- 
thing of the inconvenience and embarrassment resulting from such 
misfortunes, combined to check their naturally depressing effect on 
toy spiriu. 
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"Those who Lave found BuiDcient inlereBt inthe preceding p 
to be induced to follow mc in my sul)8cgueQt enterprises will fin^fl 
aliuDdaDt eviilcnce that mj forebodings were fuUy realized ii 
repeated, long, and painful scparaliooB from tbose wltom it was a» t 
less mj duty tlian it would have been my bnppiaesa to walch ovar # 
ond protect. Compelled to navigate for the support of my fnrailjr. f 
and deprived in consequence of superinteadiog the education of myM 
childrcu, worn with auxicty, and sick at heart with hope deferred, 
it will be seen that I was for many years an exile from all that ren- 
dered life dear aud desirable; and this as a. consequence of the rob- 
bery o( my hard-earned fortune by Admiral Cochrane. It Ills en- 
joyment of this property, so wicJtedly obtained, bears any proportion 
to the years of suffering caused the proprietor by its loss, it affords 
the strongest presumptive evidence of a perversion of mind which 
most meet iu c<»rectioQ hereafter." 



CHAPTER YII. 
1808, 180B. 

The Embargo. — Toyage to Africa, — Goes to England in Search of 
BasiocHa. — Thenco, Secretly, to Ilollani], and Ilonie as Bearer of 
Despatches.— Voyage to Naples. ^Vessel and Cargo Seized and 
Coufiscated. — Life at Naples and Home. 

The year 1808 was marked in commercial annals by 
tlie embargo, ivliicli was rendered necessary by tlie spo- 
liations of the English, and wliicli necessarily put a stop 
to all nautical enterprises from this country. Merchants 
who had ships abroad of course hastened to get them 
home before the enforcement of the decree, and my fa- 
tlier was employed by the owners of a Salem vessel to 
go in search of her to tlie coast of Africa and bring her 
home without delay. The latest accounts of the vessel 
were that, after having collected a rich cargo, the cap- 
tain had died, and the mate was linishing the work of 
disposing of what remained of the outward cargo. The 
errand was successfully accomplished, and after its com- 
pletion he took passage, via Halifax, for England, in 
order to place himself in the current of business and be 
ready to avail himself of any opportunity that might 
offer a prospect of lucrative returns. 

Owing to adverse winds they arrived at Halifax too 
late for the Falmouth packet, and waited a fortnight 
for an opportunity to embark ; then sailed in a brig 
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boniid for Locliraine, on the Clj-de, where lie arrived oH: 
tlio 4tli of October. 

From thence he travelled to London by post, "inafc'!- 
ing the journey in four days, with a degree of comfort, 
ease, nnd celerity sncli as, probably, could not be expe- 
rienced at the time in any other country in the world." 

The number of French prizes whidi had been brought 
into Plymonth, and tlio conseqnent abundance and 
cheapness of French wines, suggested tlie advantage of 
taking a cargo of them to the Isle of France ; and, whilo 
in doubt as to the means of accompllsjiing it, lie mot 
accidentally with a friend just arrived in a fine ship for 
which he had no fixed destination. Entering into ar- 
rangements with him, they purchased a quantity of 
wine, and had nearly completed the preparations for 
taking it on board when tJiey were forced to abandon it 
by the enactment of some new regnlationa which pre- 
vented their obtaining the requisite clearance, without 
■which insnrancc could not bo effected. During this 
period he writes as follows : 

" LoNDO.f, ife«m6er 18, 1808. 

"While waiting for tlie decision of tbe commissioners of exdaA 
relative to our business,! liave tilled up tlie time as much as possible 
in visiting the various objects most worlhy the stranger's attention, 
particularly those I did not sec when I was formerly here, such as 
the British Museum, several private exhibitions of wonderful mech- 
anism; Qreenwich, the Magdalen, and Foundling hospitals; and 
Mr. West's collection of pninlings. I was introduced to Mr. Wes^ 
a good-looking man between fifty and sixty, whose plaeid COUnte^ 
nance indicates a mind Ihat lias not been agitated by the passions 
with which mankind are generally afflicted from jarring interests 
and tbe necessary intercourse with cacli other. I soon discovered 
that he had a correct nay of ibinUing on politics, and therefor*' 
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had a long conversation with Lira on the subject. As, from his pro- 
fession and studies, he must he telaliy unprejudiced, and must nec- 
essarily view tlie suhject on the grand scale, unbiassed by any of 
those mean considerations which lead the generality of mankind to 
Buhscribc to one opinion in pretereDce to another, you will naturally, 
suppose I waa deligUled to perceive how we harmonized. Notwilh- 
slnnding he admits the troubles of Europe to have been great for 
those several years past, he thinks tliem as notliing compared to 
■what they will be, and lie considers the emlMrgo in America oa the 
wisest measure the govemraent could have adopted, and the only 
preventive to her participating in the calamities with which Eu- 
rope is afflicted. Ruin to some and great inconvenience to all the 
commercial Interests must doubtless result from it, but he was clear- 
ly of opinion that it was the least of two evils, the only wise measure 
that could have been adopted, and ought to be persisted in. 

■' Indeed, my dear, after the rejection by this government of the 
proposals made by Mr. Knckncy, which you will learn by the Ilope, 
it is my opinion that those who are desirous of having Ihe embargo 
raised know not the interests of their country, or, knowing them 
and continuing in the desire, are not wortliy the name of Americans. 
But those, I believe, will be few. After the ejeelion is decided, I 
have no doubt the Federals will agree to Uie wisdom of the measures. 

"But enough of politics. Shaler left here for Holland about a 
month before my arrival, I regretted exceedingly not having fallen 
in with him, because I wished him to have been interested in my 
present expedition, though, if it should prove unsuccessful, I should 
regret much that he was engaged in it, so that I have less anxiety. 
I Lave not yet heard from him, although I have written him two or 
three times. He thinks 3f returning to America in the spring, and 
I hope he will make you a visit at Lancaster. 

■'I have given George sketches of several expeditions, with the 
view that, if affairs continue as they are, he may take advantage of 
them by coming to this country and placing himself iu fortune's 
way, William will doubtless remain at home, if not till my return, 
at least till he knows the issue of my voyage; for, if wc obtain the 
clearance I expect to have, I flatter myself I shall make enough to 
secure us botli against the necessity of ever leaving our dear wives 
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very lucrative results; but its force was in some degree 
mitigated by an advance in tlio price of wiiiea wbicli 
Beciired a very considerable profit on a resale of thoBo 
tliey bad purchased. 

Wbile on bia way to Plyinoutb to attend to tbia busi 
iiesB lie was attacked witb pleurisy at ENCtcr, and had 
a very narrow escape from death, whidi would proba- 
Lly have resnlted, but for tbe attentions of his friends 
in London, in sending an experienced nurse, to whose 
care he always felt liiuieelf indebted for bis life. Tbe 
effect of this was so serious that his recovery was de- 
layed, and he was urged by his physician to seek a 
milder climate till bis henltli was fully restored. 

From tbe window of his siuli-room in Exeter, before 
he was well enough to be removed to Loudon, he saw 
the remnant of the army just landed at Plymoutb from 
Corunna, after the memorable retreat under Sir John 
Moore, who was killed on tbe eve of its embarkation, 
and I have often beard him speak witb inucii feeling 
of tbe utterly wretched and woebegone appearance tbey 
presented as tbey passed tbroogh tbe town. 

Ilia letters from London, during the whole period of 
his prolonged detention, betray continually bis HfEec- 
tionate nature and liia longings for liome, and at the 
same time tbe activity of his mind in studying and de- 
vising means for retrieving bis fortune, to the end that 
be might secure the gratification he so coveted. Tbe 
following extract from a single letter may serve rs a 
sample of the tone which pervades them all : 
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"LoKDON, April 29, 1809. 
Another opporlunity for America enables me to assure you that 
V quite stroDg, and even in better flesh tlian before my ill- 
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" On tbe receipt of a letter of tbis late date, you ttill -wonder if I 
never intend leaviog London, mid what churms I find to keep mo 
here. Indeed, my denr, If no other enjoyment was found thaa I 
have experienced here, few strangers would visit it to wear off their 
ennui. It is to be presumed, however, tbat those who oome here 
for that purpose have minda more at ease than that of your liusband. 

"Neither wonldlbeunderstoodloimply that I have nol partaken 
of many of the recreations this great ciiy affords; but while adiiiir- 
ing the wonderful powers of n, Siddons or a Kemblc in tragedy, the 
fine music and dancing at the opera, the perfect deception of somo 
of the panoramas, etc., tbo esjoyrocnt has always been dampened 
by tbe reSectiou on my pecuniary cmbarrassmeuls, and the conse- 
quence which follows as its shadow — the necessity of atKtncc from 
home and the domestic enjoyments — compared wilh ivbich every- 
thing this gay city can offer is as 'dust in the Imlance.' While 
speaking of theatres, I believe I have not told you tbat the two 
great ones of London, Covent Garden and Dniry Lane, have been 
destroyed by tire, the former about a month before my arrival, tho 
latter while I was at Exeter, and, as a consequenec, a great many in- 
dustrious people have been thrown out of cmpluymenl, and a great 
many idle ones disappointed of their accustomed amusement. 

"I had flattered myself with the hope that by this opporlunity I 
Bhould have been able to inform you what plan I iutcndod pursuing, 
but am sorry to say I am as yet unable to do so, I have several ob- 
jecla in view; but sueh are the changes in the disposition of tbo 
governments of the two great belligerents towards America, such 
orders and counter-orders, decrees and revocations, that the plan de- 
termined on to-day must be abandoned to-morrow, I am thinking 
of cbarteriug a vessel for the Baltic, there to lade with Russian manu- 
faelurcB for America. This speculation on a large capital would 
give a very handsome return, but on so small an amount as I can 
control it would be but a bare living. A voyage to the Isle of 
France is almost the only one not affected by tho raising of the em- 
6* 
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bargo, wbicL can be prosecuted ivilh mucli chance o( success, Tliia, 
to be UDUei'Uikea from Lecce in a swift sniliug-Tcssel with such a 
cargo as could be easily procured, would give an immeDso profit, 
bul as Ihe islaud is declurcd ia a state of blockade, it can oniy be 
undertaken iu a vessel lliut can be depended on for bcr superior 
Bailing, and sucb are not nlwaya to be met with. If I go to Russia 
and meet nitb no accidents, I eball be with you in August or Scp- 
tcm1)er. If I pursue tbe otber plan, it will probably absorb anoUier 
year; but 1 need not assure you how earnestly I wisii the lime of 
our sc-paralion passed; how much I long to Bee yoti and all Uie 
cbeerFul circle at liome. It is, indeed, cruel and mortifying to be 
obliged to wander from sucb a. home, after making sucli exertiona 
and sacriflces as I have made; yet, even among the email circle of 
Americans now berc, I can look round and see several (perhaps 
more deserving than myself) who have greater cause to complain 
of Fortune. It is doubtless best lo endeavor to persuade ourselvea 
tbat it is all right; but it is no easy task." 

Before lie recovered liis strengtli sufficiently to at- 
tempt tlio execntion of any of tliese plans, a new ono 
presented itself wliicli Beemed Biifiicientlj promising to 
warrant tlie necessnry risk .ittcnding it. Tliis was tlio 
taking of a cargo from Holland to tlie United States. 
The difficulty was in getting from England to Holland 
at tlie time wiien alt the Continental powers had been 
compelled by Napoleon to unite in cutting ofE all inter- 
eonree with Great Britain. 

It was impoGsible openly to evade snch restriction, 
and the risk -was, of conrsc, very great in attempting it 
secretly, bnt perhaps for that very reason all tlie mors 
tempting to one of such adventurous disposition. 

With his usual caution lie refrained from mcntioD- 
ing in his letters anything that conld afford a clew to 
his real design, but merely tells his wife that he was 
about undertaking a journey for which lie required only 
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what baggage lie could carry iii hia hand, and had there- 
fore shipped ]iia trunks on a vessel bound for Boston, 
and hoped, ere long, to follow them in pei-son. He tlien, 
in company with a friend who had been associated with 
liim ill the parchase and sale of the wine, embarked on 
board a fishing-smack the master of which had agreed 
to land them on tlie coast of Holland. Approaching 
the shore on a still night, and after listening for a time 
to make sure they were nnobservcd, they were landed 
between eleven and twelve o'clock among the sand 
dnnes of the coast near Tlie Brielle. The skipper had 
given them careful instrnetiona as to their course, and 
they made their way towards the town till they could 
hear the clocks striking, and then waited for daylight in 
a liollow of the hills of sand. 

At dawn they were aroused by a trampling which 
tliey were apprehensive might be the patrol, hot which 
proved to be only a lierd of cows driven by a boy who 
was greatly alarmed at seeing tiiem, but was speedily 
pacified, and directed them to an inn, where they were 
cordially welcomed by the host and hostess, who had 
no sympathy with the rigorous exclusion of strangers. 
After a good breakfast and careful instructions from 
the landlord, they went wilh a crowd of passengers on 
board a eanal-boat, and proceeded without molestation 
to Amsterdam. 

They found at once that their expectation of largo- 
profits on the exports of Holland to the United States 
would bo realized if they could succeed in despatching 
a cargo before the 1st of July, wlien the English govern- 
ment had given notice that a blockade would commence. 
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"With tho aid of an influential mercantile house this tths 
accomplished. A sliip was cliartored, loaded, and de- 
Bpatclicd to New York before the blockade bcgau, SIio 
arrived Bafely, and tbc rcsnlts of the voyage were qnitu 
equal to their anticipations. lie had intended taking 
passage for home in this sliip, bnt meeting in Anister- 
daui with his old friend Shaler, he was induced to re- 
main in order to unite with him in tlie execution of n 
plan whicli promised an immense result, but which they 
were forced fo abandon in eonseqnenee of the eombiiicil 
obstacles of the invasion of the Scheldt by a formidable 
force nnder Lord Cliatham, and a general embargo in 
Holland. 

Tliis seemed to cut ofE the possibility even of egress 
from the country except by land ,■ bnt fortunately the 
American minister to France, General Armstrong, was 
then on a visit to IIoHaud, and being desirous of send- 
ing despatches to his government, obtained the i-eleaee 
of the ship Montezuma, of Baltimore, from the embargo, 
and my father took passage in her for that port as 
bearer of despatches. Tiie ship being in ballast, no 
cause existed for detention by Britisii cruisers ; but they 
]iad proceeded bnt little way from port before they 
were boarded from a frigate with the inquiry why they 
were released from tho embargo. 

On being informed that it was by special permission, 
at the request of the American minister, who wished 
to send despatches to tho United States of which my 
father was tlie bearer, the officer desired him to ac- 
company tho captain of the Montezuma on board the 
frigate, taking witli him the despatches. Tliis was de- 
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eliiied, as was also the request to send the despatches 
on board by the captain. The boarding officer then 
threatened to use compulsion. By this time the frigate 
had drawn near and was hailed by the boarding officer, 
who infoniied his snpcriur that tliere was a bearer of 
despatches to the United States government on board 
who refused to leave the ship or give np the despntehea 
except on conipnlsion. 

" Then let him stay and be damned," was tbo reply, 
and the ship's papers being found to be in order, they 
were permitted to proceed on their course. 

They arrived in B.iltinioi'e on the 3d of November, 
after a long and stormy passage, and my father having 
Buffered greatly from a bilious fever, contracted by too 
early an e.\posnre to the damp atmosphere of Holland 
after his severe illness at Exeter, was too feeble to go 
to Washington, and accordingly delivererl the despatches 
to the collector of the port to be forwarded. 

After waiting a day or two in Baltimore to recruit, 
he proceeded by easy stages to his home in Lancaster, 
MassaehuEcltP, where he arrived on the 12th of Novem- 
ber in a weak and emaciated condition. 

Onenionthlater, on the 3d of December, 1809, lie again 
left his liome on a new excnrsion to Europe, induced by 
the firet intelligence of a departure from the rigid ex- 
clusion of foreign commerce, which liad so long been 
maintained. The port of Naples was opened to neutral 
commerce with sncli appearance of good faith that in- 
surance on adventures there could be effected at reason- 
able rates. 

lie immediately went to Boston and purchased t 
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l<tebooner Maria, of one Lundred aud seventy tons, aud 
took on board a valuable cargo for account of iner- 
clianta in Boston, on condition of receiving Imlf profits 
ill lieu of frciglit. 

He arrived 6a£elj' at Naples, and was subjected to a 
very long quarantine ; the tedinin of wLicb was relieved 
by the information that no article of liis cargo would 
produce less tlian one hundred per cent, profit, and tliis 

' notwithstanding the fact that before the term of quar- 
antine liad expired upward of thirty vessels arrived 
from tlie United States, allured by the flattering pros- 
pect presented by the opening of a port wliieh had so 
long been closed. 

But by a refinement of baseness and ernelty to which 
it would be hard to find a parallel in the Iiiatory of the 
civilized world, the game being tluis enticed within the 
power of Napoleon, tlio net was sprung, and every ves- 
6e] was seized and confiscated. Without even the for- 
mality of a trial the cargoes were taken out nnd sold, 
together witli the vessels, in the most hurried manner 
and for prompt payment. 

My father's reflections upon the moral aspect of this 
robbery as compared with that be had previously suf- 
fered at the bands of Lord Cochrane are sneb as wonld 
occur to any upright mind in comparing the act of tho 
highwayman who demands your money at the muzzio 
of a pistol with that of the swindler who robs you un- 
der the form of law. 

In the first case there is no prostitution of common- 
sense and common honesty in seeking for a cause of 

' condemnation which ia already determined on. In tlie 
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second tlicro ia a liypocntical pretence of seeking jus- 
tice by the formality of a trial, wlicre in reality llie case 
ie prejudged. 

in tlik abomiiinble transaction there is no doubt the 
great mover was Napoleon, whose mandate Murat liad 
not the moral courage to disobey, preferring the dis- 
honor and infamy of such treachery to the momentary 
displeaanre of the emperor. There were a great num- 
ber of people at Naples wiio were desirous of provid- 
ing themselves with many articles of the various car- 
goes, but were deterred by conscientions ecrnples from 
purchasing at the government sales, being convinced 
that the " receiver ia as bad as the thief," 

Being thus involuntarily relieved of business, and 
finding no immediate opportunity of returning to the 
United States, he improved the opportunity for visiting 
and inspecting the nnmerons interesting localities and 
objects in the vicinity of Naples, and then went to 
Rome, where he passed several weeks. All these scenes 
are now so familiar to thousands of our conntry men 
and women that it is difficult to realize the fact that, 
even within the memory of many who are still living, 
the man who had actually visited and examined them 
was regarded with wonder and interest. In all my boy- 
ish days I remember that the portfolios of plates of 
Kaples, Vesuvius, Pompeii, and Home which he brought 
Lome with him were a source of untiring interest to 
visitors at onr pleasant Lancaster home, and many pleas- 
ant associations of my early days were touched when 
they finally perished in t!io great fire of Chicago. Of 
his experiences while visiting these places he gives a 
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^detailed description in a closely written manuscript of 
more tlian fifty pages of letter-sheet, prepared for my 
mother's gratification, in so pleasant and graphic a style 
that it miglit well take its place among the best ac- 
counts that have been given of tljo now familiar scenes. 
It is rare that even a single expression betrays the fact 
that hia mind was oppressed with the sense of his disap- 
pointment, while it evinces throughout a keen appre- 
ciation o£ the poetic associations which hallowed every 
object- 
It would be idle, however, at this day, to qnoto his 
descriptions, and I shall give only an occasional extract 
which may serve to illustrate his own character. 

The following is from hia earliest account of Naples : 

" Tlic Bliore from the foot otVesuviua, wliere ia situated the town 
of Portici, quite to the city of Naples, presents a continued line of 
villas, palaces, and houses, and Naples rising in amphillicalre, till in 
one direction it lemiinates in the magnificent castle of St. Elmo, and 
in another that of the palace of Cabo di Monti, ia impressive of 
riches, grandeur, and strength. 

"A further acquaintance, however, with Naples will considerably 
lessen auch impressions; but such acquaintance cannot be mitdc b; 
those who come by sen, till they have done pennnec in the perform- 
ance of a tedious quarantine. Ours, in consequence of liavlng cot- 
ton goods OQ board, exceeded forty days. After a passage across the 
Atlantic and Mediterranean sens, to be conflncd so long on board 
our vessel after arrival would be tedious even with bright prospects 
In -view, but when instead of tlicse we had no other than total loss 
of property, and possibly imprisonment, they were gloomy indeed. 
Could I Lave foreseen the iaaue I aliould cortaiiilj have attempted 
to make my escape, and have no doubt I could liaVe effected it willi 
less riak than wo ran in the Ldia Byrd in passing the fort at San 
Diego; but while I had the opportunity (which was for ton days 
after my arrival), our affairs had not assumed bo decisive and seri- 
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0U8 an aspect, and I was afterwards deterred from mnkiog llie nt- 
tempt by tlie reflection that in case of failure (should Amcricou 
properly be rcatored), I sbould forfeit both properly and insurance. 
A few (iaj's afler being released from quaranline I looli roomB oppo- 
elte tbe beautiful public walk called Villa Real, Tbis walk is con- 
siderably longer and broader than Ibc Mall ia Boston. The trees 
arc jet sinall; but (here are many flowering shruba, and the whole 
place is kept extremely clean and in good order. 

"As you know I am no inconsiderable pedestrian, you vcill nalu- 
rally suppose I bavc spent much limo here; indeed, many is the 
hour that I have traced and retraced my solitary steps on this walk, 
nod thought of home and its enjoyments, of my distance from it, 
' and the poasibiliiy Ibat a war might lengthen ibe limo of my sepa- 
ration from ihcyse nearest my heart for an indcflnilc period." 

I give but a Binglc cxtrat^t from one of many descnp- 
tions of excureions in tlie neighborhood of NnploB; 

"We had a fatiguing march to gain the summit of the promon- 
tory (of Sdsi'num), but were repaid by a most delighlful view. The 
day was pieosaul (22d April), and the atmosphere very clear, so that 
we could sec Ibe town of Oacta and Ibe little island of Ponza, the 
Apenninea covered with snow. These were the most distant objects. 
Nearer, we had a view of Vesuvius, the Castlo of St. Elmo, Pozzuoli, 
8ol[alara. Slonto Kuovo, the Lake of Fusaro, the islands of Ischia, 
Procida, and Capri, and the Bay of Naples. The prospect from this 
hill has been spoken of in extravagant terms by all those travellers 
who have taken the pains to ascend it. It is certaiuly beautiful ; but 
that from the dome of tlio Slate House in Boston in Ibe month of 
June, in my opinion, surpasses it. 

" There is not so much of the grand and terrific lo admire, it is 
true ; but instead of a country which has the appearance of a storniy 
ocean, and where the valleys only are cultivated, ours, in every di- 
rection, presents a picture of Ihe most luxuriant fertility; instead of 
the silence and gloom which reigns in the bay and x>orta, ours ia ac- 
tivity and cheerfulocss; in fine, instead of old age and decrepitude, 
ours is youth, vigor, and gayety. That such an opinion would bo 
considered that of B, stupid and prejudiced blockhead by Iboso whoso 
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minds are impressed by the beauty of the Elysian Fields and its I 
neigh tiorliood from the accounts given by Virgil ia tlie ^ncid I am I 
perfectly aware, but aa they will probably remain uninformed o( ] 
my liaviog held sucli heretical opinions I ehall give myself no ui 
13 about it. The cape and promontory of Miscnum takes it 
c from one Misenus, a companion of ^ncas, who died and iTfls I 
buried here, na tJic poet iLua relates: 

' ' ' The good ^neaa ordered on the shore 

A stalely tomb, whoae top a trumpet bore, 

A soldier's falcliion, aad a seaman's oar. 

Thus was his friend iateired, and doubtless fame 

Still to the lofty cape consigns his name.' 
"It was along this coast — Misenum, Baia, etc. — that the Romaa j 
grandees had their villas. Ucre, from the Balnbrity of the climate, | 
the hot baths, and probably also from that attraction so conspicuous 
al Ballatown, to see and be seen, crowds of strangers as well ns the neigh- 
boring inhabitants used to resort. It is the residence which Clodius 
reproached Cicero for occupying, as being little calculated for a 
philosopher, and where Properlius forbid his daughter Cynthia's go- 
ing, as being dangerous for tlic innocence of young persons. Huins j 
and ashes are nil tliat remain of former magnificence and splendor." 

From Naples he went witli two compnii ions to Rome, 
making tlic journey in a ciiiTiagc drawn by mules, and 
Bpending three days on the road. 

His descriptions of the wondei's of that city ai^ 1 
marked by the same graphic and simple character which j 
distinguish liis writings. lie concludes as follows : 

"Though a residence of a few weeks in such a city as Rome is | 
o pve some travellers (even though unacquainted with llio I 
language) a perfect knowledge of the character, disposition, m 
nera, amusements, etc., of the inhabitants, I confess to you I am not I 
ono of tho number, for even if my penetration were as great, my j 
naturally reserved habits would be a preventive, and you will. I 
therefore, be satisfied with my mentioning a few peculiarities la 
their customs which came immediately within my observation. 
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" We took no other introductory letter than one to a rich banker 
(Ihe Duke of Torlonia), nt whoae house we were, of course, ioviled 
to dine. At Inble everytliing was conducted much oB in ottier parts 
of tlie civilized world; but judge of our surprise at llie meauneBS of 
the master who could aufler his servant to come to our lodgings a 
few days after to inform ua lliat he had the honor of waiting on us 
at dEnner the other dayl in other words, that the master drew upon 
a dioDcr he gave to strangers for the purpose of paying bis servant's 
wages. Wliat a disgusting custom! But it is even practised at the 
governors, where we were invited to a ball, and a day or two after 
tlie servants called for their fee! 

" The beaux and belles of Bumc liavc their Corso as well as lliosa 
of Naples, where they ride every evening, and, returning, atop for 
half an hour at the Plaza del Popolo, to see and be seen. Such is 
the all-commanding power of custom or fasliion, here as elsewhere, 
that, notwillistanding llie numerous beautiful gardens in the vicinity 
of Rome where they might either ride or walk free from annoyance, 
they prefer driving to and fro on the crowded Corso, where they 
sometimes risk suffocation from the clouds of dust. A peculiarity 
in the funerals, both at Naples and Rome, I have observed in no 
other part of the world; I mean that of dressing the corpse in llie 
best apparel and carrying it through the streets ou a bier exposed to 
the view of every one. It is a disgusting custom. 

" Foreigners have always found the beggars pf Italy very trouble- 
some, though less so at Rome than at Naples. Tiie late revolution 
In the fortunes of the cardinals and higher orders of the clergy baa 
tlirown upon the world a crowd of lUcir domestics and dependants, 
and we were frec[uently asked charity in the most pressing manner 
by well-dressed people of both sexes, whose eilerior and address 
evinced that they had seen better days. 

"No one acquainted with the history of Rome who sees it at 
the present doy can help reflecting ou the vicissitude of all earthly 
things. A city whose population was once counted by millions, 
now possessing only about one hundred thousand and rapidly de- 
clining; whose former inhabitants, commanded by warlike emperors 
and generals, w ere irrcsisliblc in the £eld, and gave laws to the world; 
whose present, governed by a pope, priests, and monks, arc finally 
the slaves of one of their former provinces. The present rulers. 
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however, nrc troubled bj no such reflections ns tbcsc. Tlicj uppeur 
to BCt ns we Iiave reason la Buppose that former conquerors have 
doac. They appropriate the spoils to Ihclr own use, and though 
tbey do not sell the inhabitants of conquered coaatries, yet they aro 
scarcely less slaves tUan if they did. 

"Could a Curtius or a Iloratius Coclcsbe found among modem 
Romans? Could that man ho found among them who, like Marcus 
Bcfcvok, when made prisoner would thrust his hand into the fire, 
and burn it off in presence of the conqueror to convince him that a 
Roman could not be frightened by threats? I think wo may safely 
aay such chumclera no longer exist in Rome. A Ravniltac might 
poaaibly be met with, but no Brutus. The stimulus whieii once 
cited to heroic deeds has long since given way to the effeminacy of 
a monkish government, which has led to beggary and ruin. " 

On returning to Naples from Koine Le found that 
Captain Fairfield, of the ship Margaret, of Salem, had 
succeeded in making an arrangement with the govern- 
ment hy which he was permitted to return to the Unit- 
ed States, carrying as passengers the crews of the v 
Bels which had been seized, and lie was congratnlating 
himself on the opportunity thus afforded him of return- 
ing liomc. His disappointment was correspondingly 
great at being obliged to abandon the hope, as CaptaiD 
Fairfield declined to take as freight a valnable invest- 
ment of Italian mantifacturcB of which my father had 
agreed to tahe charge. In this, as in repeated other in- 
stances, the event proved that what he had bewailed as 
a misfortune was in fact an escape from a fearful com- 
bination of horrors. The Margaret was upset at Ei 
A part of those on board escaped in a boat and were 
saved after great suffering ; part perielied miserably on 
the wreck, and a few were rescued from it in a dying 
condition. 
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In connection with tliia Biibject the following extract 
from the last letter of my father to my mother before 
leaving Naples is interesting. lie had been expressing 
the disappoint incut he felt at not being able to take 
passage in t!ie Margaret, but finds consolation in the 
fact that the effect of it had been leas disastrona than 
in a case which had jnst come to Lis knowledge : 

" Thl8 is that of Dr. Cancaniiing, wlio, appoinlcd by the pope a 
bishop of the Cnlbolic Church io America, liad bcfn trying in rain 
for a year to procure a passage, tiU the opportunity oflercd hy the 
Margaret. He had come from Rome with all his movables, engaged 
Lis passage, and paid his portion of the espcnae of stores, when he 
received a notification from ihe prefect of police that he ivould not 
be permitted to depart iu an American vessel. The diaappoinlment 
was so great and had such an effect upon him that he survived it 
but three daya. lie was a healthy, good-looking man of about sisily, 
of Irish descent. I became acquatatod with him at Kome, where be 
had long resided, and from whence the present condilion of things 
led him often to express his joy at the prospect of removal. 

" I suspect the calm, pacific, tranquil life of a priest, even with 
nil the help they may derive from Ileaven, is not so well calculated 
to train the mind to contend with disappointment and the vicissi- 
tudes of fortune as the rough and troubled life of the soldier or the 
sailor, who is inured to them. Poor human naturel To be assail- 
able by fortune at Iho age of sixty! To die from the very fear of 
dyingl How melancholy, how degrading the reflection! My dear 
boys must early become accustomed to hardships. They have a 
prospect of living in turbulent times, when the civil must be aub- 
Bervient to military authority, when tho only right that is acknowl- 
edged will be that of power, and consequently they must by Ihe im- 
provement of their talents and early acquaintance with danger tie- 
comc masters, or by the neglect of them and a retired llfo submit to 
be slaves. I have ordered a copy of the ' Travels of Count Buniow- 
Bki' ami of Plutarch. These ought to be their study till Ihcy have 
them by heart, and if afterwards they sliould die at sixty of dis 
pointment I'll disown them," 



CHAPTER VIII. 

1810. 
From lliiiy to Liabon and thence to Engkad. 

Having failed to get passage liome in the Margaret^ I 
1)6 next wrote to London for a Bi-itiali license to lade a 1 
vessel for England, This arrived in due season, and be- I 
ing provided with the credit to enable him to nso it to 
advantage, he purchased the brig Wancy Ann (one of 
the condemned vessels), and loaded her with a cargo of 
wine, raw siik, licorice, rags, etc., for London. 

No objection was made to his departnre, and the pas- 
sage down the Mediterranean was a very pleasant one. 
On approaching the Strait of Gibraltar ho was chased 
for more than half a Aay by an English brig-of-war, and 
paid no attention to the occasional discharge of a gnn 
till she approached nearly within cannon-shot, when ho 
rounded to, and a boat W!)s immediately scut to take 
liira and his papers on board for examination. On see- 
ing the documents by which ha was screened from Eng- 
lish aggression, which emanated from the same author- 
ity as his own commission, the commander was furioos 
with rage at having been unnecessarily led so far out of 
hia way. But after expending a deal of profanity, and 
threatening to seud hint in to Gibraltar, he finally calmed 
down, and perceiving tiiat he conld inflict no piuiisU' 
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mciit tliat would not be likely to recoil upon liimeeif, 
lie reinctantly consented to suffer liira to pursue liis 
couree. 

Tliis was tlie only detention be met witli, and liis es- 
cape from aearcli in tliia case enabled Iiim to carry out 
euccessfiilly a part of liie plan which did not appear on 
the manifest. 

I liavc mentioned that Captain Fnirfield's reason for 
refusing to take my fatlier as passenger on the Ma/r- 
garet was, because he desired to take with him as freight 
a quantity of Italian manufactures of which he had 
charge, which would have affected the sale of those 
which Captain Fairfield himself was carrying. 

This was an invoice of sewing-silks which my father 
Lad purchased for account of Messrs. John Tappan, 
Stephen Higginson,and himself, and which lie now had 
on board hia vessel concealed under the rage, licorice, 
etc., which comprised his cargo for London. As his 
English license allowed no manufactured goods, its dis- 
covery would have led to the seizure of the vessel, ami 
as the same result would liavo ensued had the goods 
been taken to England, his intention was to put into 
Lisbon and transship the silks from thence to the Unit- 
ed States; and this he snccessfully accomplished. The 
silk reached America in safety and sold for about $150,- 
000, and my father made about $20,000 by the opera- 
tion. 

On entering the Tagua and coming to anchor near 
the Eelem Castle, he found ho had arrived at a critical 
moment. The French army under Massena was advanc- 
ing with a confidence inspired by tlio acknowledged 
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talentB mid invariable success of tliat grent GoIdii:i', and 
tlio coiiibiiiod English and Portuguese forces awaited 
the attack with no Icsb trust in the skill and intrepidity 
o£ Sir Arthur WellcBley, whose lines of defence at Torres 
Vedras were deemed impregnable. The inhabitanta of 
Lisbon were, of course, in the painful condition of anx- 
iety incident to the uncertain state of affairs, and were 
preparing for the possible necessity of pntting their 
valuables on board tlie English ships of war, and, that 
no means of escape might be lost, an embargo was laid 
on all vessels in port. 

Affairs remained in this critical state for about ten 

days, which was also the period of quarantine to which 

my father was subjected. At tlie end of that time it 

was announced that Massena had decided not to risk an 

attack and hail begun his retreat. The embargo was 

immediately raised, and the anxious inhabitanta of Lis- 

I bon once uioro breathed freely. My father effected the 

^^M transshipment of the silk, and dispoBcd of the wine 

^^B which had formed part of his cargo to the commissary 

^^P of the army, on very advantageons terms. The tone of 

t his letters at once reveals the relief he experienced at 

the dawning of better prospects, and at the same time 

the coaseiousness of the uncertainties of life as evinced 

by the loss of the Margaret, tiie news of which readied 

him liero. Ilia fii-st letter to my mother begins as fol- 

^^ lows : 

^^H " LiaBo^i, Sept&inber 0, 1810. 

^^^1 " Having escaped tlic pirates of all naiions (for goverament ships 
^^^1 of the present day deserve no better name), and arrived safely at 
^^H this point of mj voyage, you will naturally conceive llial my mind 
^^H b relieved from a great weight of anxiety, as the triBing premium 
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thai will be paid on tbe property from Jionce lo America, and the 
great profit it will undoubledly commancl, will justify inauring 
roundly on the profits, bo tliat beggary and atarvnlioii whicli Lave 
BO long been staring me in tlio face have, I lliiak, made a retrograde 
movement. But poor Fairfield, when on hia way home with a good 
cargo, douhtloM considered IiIb prospects eijually flattering. What 
i dreadful reyerBel and with what circumstances of superlative 
misery was not the loaa of the Margaret attended. Of some of my 
acquaintance who were on her I know nothing, of others dying on 
the wreck, and others escaping with the bare remains of life, per> 
haps to linger a burden to themselveB and all around them. The 
melancholy recital la constantly haunting me, and not the less from 
the rcdcelion that the chance was equal that I bad added to the 
number of tbe miserable. As I considered the opportunity a very 
excellent one, I Lad written you a very long letter, which, together 
with those for Stephen Higginson, I confided to the care of Mr. 
Louis Barney of Baltimore, an esoellent young man, of whose fate I 
linve as yet seen no account. 

' ' Bo much time w ill be absorbed by the necessary delays here and 
af ier my arrival in England that it will be impossible for me to ar- 
rive in America till after winter sets in, and rather than contend 
with the discomfort and danger of coming on the coast at that eea- 
Bon, I have written to Stephen proposing to wear away the winter 
by undertaking another expeditioa to Naples, and doubt not he will 
readily agree to it, of which I shall be advised on arrival iu London. 
I need not say how anxiously I shall expect letters also from you. 
To know that you are well, lo have your corgralulationa on my 
success, to know all that concerns the health and happiness of my 
dear boys, and all the dear circle at liomc, is more interesting than it 
worid of fortune. 

"Before yoti receive this I suppose America will have an addi- 
tion to the men of distinction who have sought her shores, unlcaa 
some greedy raan-of-war should have detained him for purposes of 
robbery. I mean Luciea Bonaparte, who was to have sailed from 
Civlta Yeccliia a few days before I left Naples in the ship Hereuka, 
of Salem. Hia collection of statnarj and paintings is doubtless su- 
perior to anything of the kind in America. I hope, therefore, he 
may arrive in safety." 
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A fow days later lie writes again aa follows: 

"Lisbon, September 13, 1810. 
•' 1 wrote j-ou a few daya since by the Albert, Captain Smitli. . , , 
'■ I Lave proposed to Stephen to make another voyage litis winter 
up the Medilerrunean; but how far the new measures Uie emperor 
is taking will affect the plan I cannot determine before arriving in 
Londou. I learn that he has actually written a love-letter to our 
minister at Paris, promising restitution for confiscated property, re- 
voking his Qerlin and >01an decrees, admitting a free commerce 
even in colonial produce, and declaring that the prosperity and liap- 
pincss of the United States is an object he Las at heart, or words to 
that effect. All this is no doubt as sincere as were his profcesiona 
of being a good Mussulman when in Egypt, and the motives no 
doubt the 6iime—lo gull us; and, ia my opieion, there is as litlle doubt 
that we shall swallow the bait, and when the point Is gained for 
wliich he is so coodeseending, instead of paying for what he haa 
stolen, he will he much more likely to steal more. Tills effort of 
Ills, however, is a fair confession that in his war of commerce he is 
worsted, and bo can no more do wilbout the great source of revenue 
it affords than other nations cae. This may possibly clip oft Eon)e 
of iho profits on the goods which I have with so much difficulty and 
risk brought away from Naples; but In such precarious times notli- 
Ing can be counted on with cert^nty, and we must take the world 



Tlie following letter affords a good example of tho 
sagacious care and watcbfnlncBS witli wliicli lie observed 
the signs of tlie times, and based his enterprises on Iiia 
prognostications of their results. 

The goods he alludes to are the silks he brought from 
Naples and had just despatched for America. The 
cartel Francis, of which he suhseqncntly speaJcs, was 
the vessel b; which he had sent the extended raanu- 
Bcript description of the vicinities of liome and Naples, 
from which I have heretofore given extracts: 
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" Lisbon, October 5, 1810. 

"The uncertainty of being able lo procure anotbcr cargo from 
Italy, tho very smalt quantity of Italian manufactures that can poa- 
Bibly find tbeir wny to the Uniled States Iq addition to those I have 
Ecnt, tho Utile dependence that can be placed oo the revocation of 
Bonaparte's decrees, and the certainty that if they ore repealed with 
conditions inimical to the commerce of Great Britain that ordets of 
coiiaeil will still remain in force, and consequently our commerce 
with France will conlinuo as limited as their ability to enforce those 
orders can make it, are inducements sufficient to lead mc to adviso 
William to purchase largely at the sale of tho silks which I have sent 
from here by the BeUe laU. I presume they will be sold at auction, 
and if llie sewing-silk, should go at six to six and a lialf dollars per 
pound, 1 would recommend his purchasing to the full amount of 
what would bo my proportion. By sendinn it to the Brazils, Span- 
ish America, or even to Baltimoro or Fhiladelphia, he could not fail 
of doing well. None baa gone or can go this winter lo the south- 
ward, and I know the markets of Philadelphia aud Baltimore have 
been more tutro of this article than that of Boston. At this place I 
believe I could have procured seven dollars per pound for the whole 
quantity together, which is a proof that it comes to them encessively 
high from England. 

" 1 learn by the papers that the cartel-ship Fruncvi had arrived at 
Balcm. By lier you will have received n Unc from me, from tho 
length of which you will conclude that I had abundance of leisuro 
while at Naples. I hope it will afford you some amusement, and I 
know it will be gratifying to you to perceive tliat it served to beguile 
many a dull hour with me. 

" I hear from Henry Higginson in London that he has received 
£4800 for our share of the Floj-tnzo'a cargo, and that she was ex- 
pected there with a freight. I don't know whether this is doing well 
or not, OS I have no recollection of tho cost of tho cargo, but I am 
satisBed it is better fortune than most of our countrymen met with 
who sailed about the same time. To be concerned in two expedi- 
tious that succeed must certainly be construed into a change of 
fortune, aud almost leads mc to flatter myself with seeing the time 
when I shall bo free from anxiety on account of pecuniary affairs, 
and can joiu my dear boys in their play on the town, or, as evening 
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approacLps, listen to the Hiveet strains of ' Henry's Cottage Maid,' 
or ' Fair Fidelia,' as louclied \iy tbe sltiltul liand of llieir dear 
niolher. Alasl wbcn are lliese cnjoymeota to be reall^edf Certsta- 
ly not without tbe possesBion of competency. As certainly mfh, 

"When, tlierefore, the happiness of three is dependent on my 
exertions, no privation, no fatigue, no %rBtcliing, no rational risks 
should deter me from pursuing that line which appears to lead most 
directly to Ihe desired object. But liow often in our efforts to ap- 
proach do we recede from it I" 

On tlie Stli of November he writes : 

"The embargo is partially raised, and I nm one of sevcriil who 
b&ye had permission to depart, for some daya, but I now wait for 
convoy, which will bo ready in a day or two. Henry Iligginson par- 
ticularly recommended my coming with a convoy, as tbe French 
priyateers are very numerous, and insurance can be effected three 
per cent, less with convoy than without. 

" The panic which was caused in Lisbon by the rapid retreat of 
the Brilisli army has long since subsided. They made a stand at tbe 
Inst lines, and tbe French have not dared to attack them. They 
have continued looking at each other for three weeks past, with 
scarcely any alteration in their relative positions. Scarce a day has 
passed that some miserably maimed soldiers have not been brought 
in from the army. Their appearance is indeed distressing, and 
forms a painful contrast with the fresh troops who are daily sent 
out. The order (perhaps necessary) of the British general for all the 
farmers to destroy their houses, and all Ihe produce whicli they were 
unable to put out of the enemy's reach, bas reduced vast numbers 
to indigence who have been well off, and, arriving at Lisbon when 
no provision had been made for tbcm, their situatiou is most dis- 
tressing.'' 

Ill's voj'age to PlymontL, England, from Lisbon was 
made in cotnpany with a dozen snil of vessels tinder 
convoy of a frigate. 

In a long letter to my mother from that port, dated 
December 23tli, 1810, ho indulges in a sericB of reflec- 
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tioiia whicli, under tlio cii'cnmatnnees, are not only in- 
trinsically interesting, Liit afford curious evidence of 
his peculiar eliaracterietica. Ho is replying to letters 
received from here soon after liia arrival : 

"I am glad to learn you received and were so well pleased witli 
the long lietaila of my ramLlea in Italy. . . , 

"Of my former rumbles you are in possession of no inconsider- 
ablo detail, but the extent of country over which my destiny has led 
me since parting from you in January lost hoa certainly Lecn more 
interesting than, perhaps, all the others combined. Previous to Ibis 
my mind seems hardly to liavebeen able to grasp or realize the idea 
of the prodigious number of years irhich Lave elapsed even sitice 
the construction of some of those edifices which yet bear witness 
to it, and still less to the more remote periods of history. But in 
Italy you are as irresistibly led back seventeen hundred years to the 
destruction of Pompeii, or two thousand years to the days -when 
Rome was io her glory, as you are in America to the voyage of Oo- 
lumbuB or the landing of llie Pilgrims at Plymouth. 

"This familiarity, even with objects of no greater antiquity, ap- 
pears to approximate so nearly to the Mosaic account of the time of 
the creation that you find it diOicult to believe that the world can 
bo so yoimg; but when you ore presented with specimens of art, 
some of which can be traced upwards of three thousand years, and 
others lost in remote antiquity, which are, nevertheless, the wonder 
and admiration of the present nge, such as the Egyptian obelisks 
and pyramids, it requires a different education from mine, more im- 
plicit faith in the generally received authority, and perhaps you will 
soy a more correct way of thinking, to be perfectly satisfied with it. 

"Having observed mankind in Oieir most abject state of barbar- 
ism does not afford (even to on expcrieoccd observer) sulScient data 
to form an idea of the lime necessary for them to be advanced Io 
that degree of civilizatioa which is indicated by the production of 
such labors; but selling aside the Egyptian account of Ihe antiquity 
of their origin (which they carry back twenty thousand years); the 
period appears too limited between their being in n state of bar- 
barism, even as immediately after the Slosaic account of the creation 
OB possible, and Iheir producing, when they did, such gigantic works. 
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The difference between the ITobrciv and the Greek testa of 
1370 years in tlie period btlweea tUe Crcaliou and [Le birth of 
Cbri^t doca not luni to caligliteu the doubtfu) ond inquiring mind, 
nnd tvill satisfy only those ivho will not doubt. A singular circuni- 
Btaneo mentioiicd in Recupero'a history of Mount Etna has a par- 
ticular relation to this subject. He says that in digging a pit of 
grt'ttt depth at Jaet (near Etna) sevea diatinet strata of lava were 
pierecd through, the surfaces of which were parallel, and most of 
them covered with a thicli bod of earth. Now the enaption whieU 
formed the lowest of these strata, if wo may be allowed to reason 
from analogy, must have flowed from the mountain at least four- 
teen thousand years ago, for it is said to require two thousand years 
to form even a scanty soil on tlio surface of the lava. 

"But of what consequence is it to us whether the world is eii, 
ten, or twenty thousand years old? We have only to act well our 
parts in it, and, conscious of doing this with an easy and cheerful 
mind, leave the event to that Almighty Power who 

" 'Though changed through all, is yet in all the same. 
Great la the earth, as In the ethereal frame, 
Warms in the sun, refreshes in the breere, 
Glows in the stars, and blossoms in the trees. 
Lives through all life; extends through all extent; 
Spreads undivided; operates unspent. 
To him no high, no loiv, no great, no small. 
Ho fills, he bounds, connects, and equals all,' 

"There is, however, something in the appearance of the vener- 
able relics of antiquity with which Italy abounds which not only 
leads to a conviction of many historical facts, but must also neces- 
sarily compel the most volatitc to reflect on the vidssitudc of all 
human aSairs. 

"Is it not omaziog, then, that we And tlio present rulers of tha 
earth, men of libcml education, pursuing the same path as tlioir 
predecessors? As proud, arrogant, and unjust, on obtaiaing an ad- 
vantage over thdr weaker neighbors as were tlioir predecessors, and 
as ready to ascribe tlieir success to their superior wisdom and tal- 
ents. The miserable end of Pompey the Great, of CiEaar, of An- 
tony, mid of nine tenths of the mighty boroes of Rome, in whoaa 
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exploits tLe world has been as much interesled and absorbed na it 
now is with those of Bonaparte, Massena, Nelson, Welliuglon, etc., 
muat appear to the actors themselres as fobuloua or distant as death 
does to a thoughtless Ijoy— at such a prodigious distance that noth- 
ing need be apprehended from it. 

" That the Emperor of Prance should not he deterred from any 
act of injustice by such reflections is not siirprisiug. Hia profef 
is that of H warrior. By via alono and the calamities it produi 
could lie ever liavo reached the aummit at whicli he has arrived, dot 
is it probable ho could maintain his position hut by pursuing the 
same system. But that an old-establiahcd government hke that of 
Great Britain should follow such an example, a govcrumcnt that 
is ever boasting of its justice, humanity, etc., is Indeed wonderful. 
'When Themistoclcs declared to the assembly of Athena that he 
knew a method of giving them the sovereignly of Greece, but that 
It must be kept secret, bo was desired to make it known to Aiistidea 
only, and abide by his decision. Ho accordingly told him that his 
project was to bum the whole fleet of the confederatoa. Aristides 
Uien informed the assembly that nothing could be more advanta- 
geous than the proposal of Themistoclcs, nor could anything ho 
more unjust. Whereupon they nt once abandoned the thought of 
it. But we find, in this civilized age, the pretensions to justice and 
honor of the enlightened government of England are not bo well 
founded as those of the ancients, nor better than tho.se of the great 
modern usurper, for besides the minor acts of injustice and villainy 
to which their cupidity is daily inciting them, Uiey have shown that 
merely to obtain possession of a few old hulfca of ships, und those 
belonging to n people as much in fricadshlp with them as were the 
confederates with the people of Athens, the destruction of a flour- 
ishing city, the death of thousands, and all the long and dreadful 
train of miseries resulting from the mvnges of fire and sword when 
need as the destroying engines of a merciless conqueror, have been 
no impediment. On the whole, I am induced to believe that man- 
kind arc much the same at the present day that they were two thou- 
sand years ago, equally unjust, ambitions, and arrogant; perhaps 
more humane, though, recurring to the Spanish in America. Hie Eng- 
lish and Dutch in India, and the French during tho revolution, even 
this may ho doubted." 
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To many readei-a of t!ic present day these will doubt- 
leas seem but commonplace reflections. Tliose who can 
recall the state of public feeling and the tone of current 
literature of fifty years ago — before the era of modern 
eeientific investigation, and before the study of history 
bad been rendered fascinating by such writers as Maeau- 
lay, Frescott, and Motley — will recognize the fact that 
even then these expressions would have been thought 
bold and startling. 

"When we reflect that they were uttered twenty years 
earlier than that, by a man whose only early education 
had been that of tbe common schools of Kcw England, 
and are simply tbe outflow of bis own thoughts in a fa- 
miliar letter to his wife, written in tbe midst of tbe per- 
plexing cares of business, they cannot be regarded ( 
other than remarkable. 



CHAPTER IX. 

1811-1816. 
TranaactioDS in England nnil on tho Continent. — A Project Prom- 
ising Oreat Results Defeated bj the Failure of the Russian 
Campaign. 

The cnormoaa differenco in prices, oven of articles of 
ordinary necessity, between England and tlie Continent, 
resulting from tlic forced and unnatural conditions wliicli 
had been imposed upon them, offered favorable oppor- 
tunities to neutrals, ■which my father, in company with 
many other Americans, made very active efforts to im- 
prove. 

The proposed return to Naples was abandoned, and 
for the next two years ho was in London and the nortli 
of Europe, engaged in commerce, the management of 
which often required the exercise of great skill and 
boldness, and of course involved corresponding risks. 

His letters during this period are continued at fre- 
quent intervale, but from the great uncertainty which 
attended their transmission, were always very guarded 
in their expression relative to the operations in which 
lie was engaged. 

The following extract, from his first long letter after 
arriving in London, furnishes the keynote of the general 
tone which pervades them — a tone of anxiety resulting 
from the painful nncertainty attending the efforts ho 
was making to attain the means of returning to those in 
7* 
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whose affection liis hope of Imppiuess was centred, yet 
of determined resolution to aceomplisli tlio object, if 
poraeverance and energy could do it. 

" LOBDOH, Fibrvai-y 0, 1811. 

"I wrote jou a very hasty ecrawl by an opportunity for Boston 
on the day of my aniTal bere, \eel a knowledge of our unprecedent- 
ed delays should have caused you ansicty, 

*' It ia hardly possible to conceive sucli a series of untoward circum- 
slonccs OS I have met witli since leaving Lisbon ; nor have my phys- 
ical sufferings been incousiderahle, as you will perceive when I tell 
you that for aii weeks of this uncommonly severe winter I have 
been quarantined on board my vessel and not allowed to have a fire. 
But that is past, and I will not trouble you with a recital of my dis- 
comfort, since I escaped being sick, which might have Iseen expected 
as a consequence of such privations, and is a convincing proof that 
my constitution is restored to its pristine strength. 

"During my confinement at Plymouth I wrote you several very 
long letters, and we have just learned Uial one of Ilic vessels (by wbicit 
1 sent a large packet) has experienced a warm proof of the love Bony 
bears to Americans, as, witli her cargo, she was burned at sea by tbo 
liimid&le Mapokon, Frencli privateer. 

" Among Uie many extraordinary things which we daily see tak- 
ing plnco in those estraordinary timca Mr. Madison's proclamaljoa 
of November S is certainly not the leost singubir. 

"An English editor terms it 'a pretty specimen of republican sa- 
gacity,' and indeed I think it is ; for what proof has heof Bony'aun- 
cerlly or good faith, that could justify such a measure! The event, 
no doubt, will show an error thai will involve many in ruin. 

" As it regards myself, if the silks I sent from Italy have not been 
sold, I have no doubt they will be more valuable than ever, as there 
is no prospect of a commercial intercourse with France. The Amer- 
1 property which arrived there after November 1 has all been ue- 



qucstctcd, and is held up in tenin'cm with a view to bring them into ^H 

liis measures. Of tlie property so villninoHsiy seized previous lo ^^M 

tliat time not a farthing will ever be restored. ^H 

^^_ " The prodigious loss on tiic cxehange between Naples and this ^H 

^^K place, the risks atlcndingshipmcntsfrom there, together with theuo- ^H 
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certainty of finding a vesEcl there, have induced me to give up tlic 
plan of another voyage there, and I am now undetermiDed vihal 
course to pursue. I would not lose a moment in returning to my 
dear wife and boys did 1 not consider it a duty due tbem to leave no 
enterprise untried that promises in any degree tlie accomplishment 
of their and my wishes. I sl^all therefore wait a few weeks to see 
what can be done, and if nothing offers sball embark for home, and 
bless my stars Unit you decided not to attempt to meet me at Kaplca 
as I proposed. 

"Forbes* left here yesterday for France, but with no very brill- 
iant prospects. Curson bos met with great difficulties and inter- 
ruptions, BDd the success of his voyage is doubtful. 

" In times like these there is no readier road to ruin than being 
coQcemed in shipping, and I am sorry that 'William is extending his 
interests therein. 

"You will perceive lam growing cautious, and I Lave no doubt 
you will perceive why: because a contrary conduct has been in a 
degree the cause of an absence from those most dear to me, for which 
no fortune can compensale." 

It is affecting to read tlio details lie gives in tlie long 
scries of letters following the above of the different 
plans and efforts at their execution which occupied him, 
and tlirongh the whole of which his chief source of re- 
lief and comfort seems to have been in thus comman- 
ing with the one on whoso sympathy he relied. 

An attempt to carry a cargo of wioo to Copenhagen 
was attended with circumstances curionsly illustrative 
of the lesson which liad so often been repeated in his 
experience, of a seeming misfortune proving to be a 
providential preservation. The vessel containing it had 
arrived in England from Naples, consigned to hia cousin, 
Henry Higginson, who was then established in London. 

* John M. Forbes, afterwards minister to Denmark. 
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The plan had previously been arranged that my father 
should immediately embark in her as passenger and tako 
the wine to Copenliftgen, where a very large profit would 
have boon realized. The vessel was wrecked by going 
ashore on Jutland in the night, but fortunately at high 
tide, 80 that all the cargo was saved. This necessarily 
consumed two thirds of the profits, but they nevertheless 
realized about £1000 profit, whereas if he had kept on 
his course he would have fallen directly into the hands 
of a French privateer then lying off Elsinore. 

This business being finished, he writes from Copenha- 
gen, on the 18th of September, 1811, acknowledging let- 
ters from home containing news of losses which hisbrother 
had met with, which he was apprehensive would involve 
the necessity of parting with the beautiful home in Lan- 
caster to which he was so fondly attached. This was 
evidently a heavy addition to the weight of care with 
which be was already burdened, and his expressions give 
painful evidence of the snffering it caused him that my 
mother should be thus oppressed. 

Yet he rallies his own spirits, and tries to encourage 
lier with hopes of a brighter future. 

"Do not indulge," he Bays, "in gloomy anlicipiiUoDS. AllwillTet 
bo well, and in tlie course of twelve or eighteen months I will aston- 
ish you with a. fortune thut shall suffice for the gratiflcntion. of the 
wishes of all who are dear to nie. Lale as it now is, 1 nm now bound 
to Riiaaia., having chartered part of a ship, and engaged in a voyage 
which la lo terminate here. I hnve obtained a eredit of £3000 ster- 
ling, and hove o fair prospect of eleariug from sixty to seventy-flva 
per cent. It is poeaible, of course, that I may he defeated hy being 
caught ia the ice, by shipwreck, oc liy French privateers. Agaioal 
the Danes I am guarded by a license. If I succeed I hope to be 
In London in November, from whence I contemplate a voyage to 
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Suples for wine, for Lisbon, New OrleaDH, or thia country, nnd Ljivo 
written to Paris for a license. Thus you perceive I am uudertakiag 
ativenturea and projecting oIliGrs still more exteoEive, before 
I this last miserable one ia brouglit to a close. This perbaps will 
alky your fears relative lomylieallh, for if myci 
regained its full vigor I could not bavc witbstood tl 
tiguo and Hniiety I have lately experienced, and wbilo my health 
continues firm rest assured my spirits will never be sulidued. You 
remind me of my promise that nothing within my power to control 
sliould inducemetoproloDgmyabseDce beyond the present autumn. 
Harry will tell you that I wrote him from Flymoutli that I would 
undertake no voyage which would prevent my reluming to my fam- 
ily by the month of August ; but I presumed at that time Uiat I pos- 
sessed at least $10,000, and therefore that there was no necessity of 
making a reserve for Euch a disnppoinlmcnt as I have since met 
with. But I know that no apology is necessary, and littt you no 
more doubt my impalieacc to return than I do yours to have me. 
Keep up your spirits and bear in mind that the greatest stimulant 
I possess to enable me to bear up against such accumulal^d misfor- 
tune as lias fallen to my sliare is the reflection that my efforts are 
appreciated by so competent a Judge as my beloved wife." 

In one of his lettei-a at tliis period lie makes tlio first 
alluBion to a Eubjct^t tlie importance of wliicb, iti his es- 
timation, is Eutficiently indicated by tiio fact of bis urg- 
ing it 60 strongly at a time of sucli doubt and anxiety 
relative to bis affairs. 

My motlier, it eccms, was considering tbe propriety of 
disposing of the Lancaster estate and taking up her resi- 
dence in moro economical qnarters, to which lie assents 
fith the assurance of his entire confidence in her judg- 
ment; but offering only tlie following suggestion : 

" I will only observe Ihnt in Iho choice of your future residence 

[ ft good school for the boys is an object of primary importance, and, 

In my opinion, should influence join: opinion even more tlkan a good 

I physician. The man who is capable and williug to perform the im- 
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portant duiics of a schoolmaster, can bo cxiicclud to do it only with 
Uie CDCOiiragemeat of a, handsome salary, and with a limited number 
of Bcbolars, and if Ills associates were those of tho first respectability 
in Ibe town where be resides it would not escape the doUcc of hia 
pupils, and would be properly appreciated by them. You dm have 
but one objection to such a school, that of the expense, which must 
not inSuenco you, as I had rather remain an exile forever than thai 
the boys should not only have a good, but a finiahod education. Im- 
pressed as I am with the great, the incalculable importance of a 
good education, I beg of you, in making your selection, not to be in- 
fluenced by the expense, for the man capable of taking the impor- 
tant trust of a teacher can only be eipeclfid to discharge his duty 
properly if handsomely paid, and the number of scholars liniited." 

At the time the above was written liis oldest son 
was only in hia eeventh year, and, of couree, had haixily 
emerged from the nursery. The suggestion of tho value 
to the pupils of a good social position for tlie master is 
full of meaning, and ia eminently worthy of considera- 
tion at this day, when it is so frequently the ease that 
refined social habits are not tilicn into account in se- 
lecting a teacher, and parents feel nnder no obligation 
even to make the acquaintance of those to whom they 
intrust the education of their children. 

The principal of a largo public school once said to me, 
with an evident feeling of bitterness, "If I had the 
care of five hundred sheep or calves, the owners would 
ehow more interest in my management of them than 
the parents of these five hundred children." 

The departure for Russia was delayed for ten days by 
nn easterly storm, and subsequently by head winds, so 
that lie did not deem it prudent to go to St. Petcrsbnrg 
as he first intended, but stopped at Eiga, and returned 



I 




lonth to Copenhagen, having added somethinj 



g 



JOmWAL OP A DAT. 



169 



I 



to Ills means, tliongh not bo largely as lie would have 
done had he been able to carry out his original plan. 

IIo remained in Copenhagen engaged in shipinentB of 
wheat to England, from which, as he says in one of his 
letters, he realized an amount of profit which wonld have 
justified Ilia returning to America, bnt meantime both 
his brothel's had met with serions losses, and as they al- 
ways regarded tlieir interests as mntual, he continued to 
avail himself of tJie opportunities which offered for ac- 
quiring means to aid and relieve them. 

As usual, besides sending a long letter by every op- 
portunity, he writes a very long and detailed account of 
liis experiences with descriptions, discussions, and reflee- 
tions, as if trying, in his absence from home, to supply 
by such means the domestic pleasures he so coveted. A 
single extract will suffice to show how his timo and 
mind were occupied. 

"My disrelish for the ordinary resources of most of my coUDttj- 
men — drinking and carde^and llie Labit to wliicli 1 liave long ad- 
liprcd of acting wiOi entire independence in tlie disposal of my lime, 
tiy cot sacriflcing it to otiicrs, has made it bo ciciusivcly roy own 
tLat a knowledge of Ujo routine of one day will give you a general 
idea of eacli, I rise &t eigLt, brealtlast imraedialely, and read or 
■write till one; then walk four or Sto milea till half -past two, when 
I meet a party of fonr at the liotd to dine ; after dinner, sit and chal 
for an hour or two, take a short walk, return to iny lodgings and 
take lea at seven, read till eleven, and then go to bed. My only de- 
viation from these regular habila bos twcn when I have occasionally 
met a congenial soul who could overcome his natural indolence Buf- 
flcicnlly to accompany me on one of my long rambles, or would 
leave the gay circle to pnsa a social evening wiih me in my room. 
And here, as elaewlicrc, I now and then attend tbo public places of 
amusement, which are tolerably good, and far better than could he 
eitpectcd for the very moderate oKpcnsc. Indeed, I have visited no 
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country where the admission lo places of public amusement 
cheap. At nn esccllcnt weekly concert to which I am a subscriber, 
I poy about three shillings sterling per mouth. In England, for a 
concert no better, the admisaion for a single cveniog is half a guinea. 
Admission to the theatre ia proportionally moderate, but as I know 
nothing of the language, I visit it only when there is a ballet, or an 
opera with good music. 

"1 have also been to a masquerade and a public ball; but partly 
owing to myself, and partly to the indifference of those with whom 
1 have commercial intercourse, I have made no acquaintance with 
private society, and since my residence here have had no other din- 
ner than such as I paid for. Shaler would scarcely be able to credit 
that, in the four months I have resided here, I have not seen the in- 
side of a gentleman's house. In the few months which he and I 
spent here, in 1801, we experienced uncommon civility; in fact, wa 
t with such hospitality. The gentlemen with whom 
we transacted our business frequently called on us, gave parties for 
ua, and look pains lo introduce us to the most respectable clubs and 
rending- rooms, but the limes have dreadfully changed, and, alas] 
my circumstances have dreadfully changed also. When 1 made my 
first visit here in company with my friend Shaler, it was wiUi no 
inconsiderable eclat. 

■' Two young men -who were passengers and freighters of a nobia 
ship of one thousand tons from the East Indies, with a capital of 
a thousand bags of coffee, accompanied by three black servants, 
and taking tlie best lodgings in the city, attracted the notice of the 
B, and led us foolishly to fancy that the attentions we received 
c due to our personal merit, unmixed with considerations of the 
property we represented. Knowing, as you do, the extent of my 
misfortunes, you will not imagine that I have wailed til! this lime 
to bo cured of such vanity, or that the difference of my reception 
e has had the least effect upon my spirits. On. 
the contrary, having no disposition to miic much with the world, it 
Las afforded me mailer of arau-sement and speculation. A commer- 
cial house may expect to derive advantage from Ihc civilities and at- 
n which they pay the rich mon, and the latter will almost in- 
variably attribute such ntlenlions to his superior merit; but what 
can induce the generality of mankind to bow so meanly at the shrine 
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I of richca, even if the poEsessor ia a villain or a fool. I caacot cod- 
1 ecive; yet tliat it is so all the world, over I am perfectly satiafled. 
I H the rich were usually geaeroua in proportion lo their riches it 
[ would bo accounted for, hut the contrary is almost invariably tho 
!. KchM then must possess an inherent, inexpreaalble sotne- 
tbing which dazzles and attracts the mob without bcncfltiag tlicm, 
and [lie poet says: 

" ' Gold too oft, with magic art, 
Subdues each nobler impulse of the heart. 
This orairna the prosperous villain with applause 
To whom in vain sad Merit pleads her cause. 
Thia strews with rosea life's perplexing road. 
And loads the way to Pleasure's blest abode. 
"With slaughtered victims fills the weeping plwn. 
And smooths tho furrows of the trcaclicrous main.' 

"Willi such sentiments — with a perfect conviction of the insufB- 
ciecey of riches to procure happiness, and with wants far more 
limited than those of Ihe generality of mankind — the sacrifices I have 
made may appear, to an indiileront observer, extraordinary and in- 
consistent, hut those who know me will not attribute them to a, 
criminal thirst of gain, or a weak ambition to be considered rich. 
" The greater sacrifices I am now making, in thus becoming a vol- 
[ notary exile from all that makes life desirable, being the effect of 
I dire necessity, needs nothing said in extenuation. Exile and want 
of wealth are relative evils; thirst, hunger, and nakedness, positive; 
and while we evince a proper resignation to the former, we will 
bless our stars if in times so pregnant with calamities we are per- 
mitted to escape the latter." 

I Copenbagen continued to be liis Iieadqnartera during 
wtiiG eucceeding year of 1812, and in the Buiumer of tliat 
' year newB was received -of tho dcclai'ation of war be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain. 

A linal effort to retrieve liis forttmes was defeated 
I after all apparent obEtacles had been overcome, by an 
■"event which marked an era in the history of Enrope, in 
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1 tLo ruin of iridividnal fortiinea was of as litt] 
moment as tlio deatmctioii of a straw in tlie vortex 
Niagara. 

By tbe aid of influential men in office, and after 
difEculty and delay, lie Bucceedcd in obtaining froi 
Paris a license for tiic introduction of a cargo from. 
Copenhagen into Hambnrg via Kiel. The next step' 
was comparatively easy — to obtain from tlio Danish 
government a license to introdnce a cargo from Eng- 
land into Copenhagen. Severe restrictions were in both 
cases exacted aa to tlie character of the articles compos- 
iug the cargo, bat these were complied with, the ad- 
venture arrived safely at Copenhagen in June, and could 
Lave been sold at onco for a veiy large protit, bnt the 
prospect at Ilamburgli was eo much greater as to jne- 
tify a disregard of the old maxim of "the bird in tha. 
hand." 

While engaged in the transshipment of the cargo 
Danish coasters, to be taken to Kiel, some malicious trfj 
envions person made complaint to the government that^ 
a gentleman who was associated with him in tlio bnai- 
iiess was an English subject, and that the property ho 
represented was English. This led to a seizure and a. 
legal investigation, the result of which was tlie restora- 
tion of the property, with acknowledgment that it had 
been unjustifiably detained. The law's delay, Iiowever,^ 
had protracted the detention to such a late date, and thfti 
winter set in with such severity at a much earlier date^ 
than usual, that before the coasters conld be despatched 
liiey were fast in the ice and so remained for the winter. 

Tlie being forced to wait in idleness till spring was, of" 
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ponrse, a disappointment, but there existed no ciinsc to 
apprehend any depreciation of tlie viilne of tlie property, 
for tip to that lime the possihility of faihire of any of 
tlie great projects of Napoleon waa not taken into ac- 
count as a factor in a comniercial enterprise. But even 
his power ivas nnavailing against tlie elements. The 
destruction of his army in tlie RiiGsinn campaign of that 
terrible winter was the death-blow of the Continental 
Bystem. The spring of 1813 opened with the emanci- 
pation of Enrope from the tyranny which had so long 
oppressed it; the ordinary channels of commerce were 
opened ; the markets were flooded ; prices became nom- 
inal, and it was only after long delay and at considerable 
sacrifice that the bnsinesB was closed, and my father pre- 
pared to return to the United States, as there no longer 
existed an object for remaining abroad. 

Official annonncement Iiad been made that Americans 
landing in England from the Continent would be de- 
tained as prisoners of war. He therefore proceeded via 
Ernssels and Paris to Bordeaux, and embarked for New 
York, where he landed on the let of January, 1S14, and 
as ha says in bis narrative — 

"It will have been seen that in the four years ■wliichbad ekpBed 
BiDCG m; departure from Bosloa in tlie schooner Maria for Ifaplca 
no efforts had been spared, do deflciencj of perseverance evinced, 
and DO opportunitf nllowed to pass uaerabraced which presented 
the prospect of bettering my fortune. 

" I was once again landed oo my native shore in good health and 
with on empty purse, but buoyed above the immediate pressure of 
disappoiotmeut by tbo pleasing anticipation of at least a short re- 
lose in the bosom of mj family." 

No opportnnity was offered for renewing liis ocean 
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labor till after tbo treaty of Ghent and the declaration 
of pence, except that of privateering, in wbicli it is very 
evident from bis letters tbat Iio was desirous to engage, 
and donbtless refrained in deference to my mother's 
wishes. 

In July, 1815, bo sailed from Salem in the employ of 
some of bis friends tliere in the ship Esei^er, for TenerifEe 
and Batavia. Tiiis voyage occupied nearly a year, and 
was not devoid of interesting incident, of which be gives 
an account in bia narrative, but of wliicb I shsll here no- 
tice only certain references in his letters to matters hav- 
ing no connection with the direct object of the voyage. 

Arriving at Teneriffc on the 26tb of August, be was 
subjected to a quarantine of eight days in an open road- 
stead, where he anchored in fifty-five fathoms, and the 
rolling of the ship was worse than when at sea under i 
sail. 

By the English papers sent off to hirn by bis cousignea J 
he here received the first intelligence of the battle of j 
Waterloo, of which he says, in a letter to my mother of 1 
Augnst 2Sth : 

"TheEuglish papers sent mc by Mr. Little aftorJcd such nn i 

whelming flood of aatoniELing und eslmordinaiy news as almost I 

bewildered me, and required the recalling lo my mind the great | 

eventB lliat bud astonislicd the world for Iwo years past to persuade 

myself that I was not dreaming. The great emperor and king — he 

who has shaken Europe to its foundations, and made almost everjr 

t bend the knee to him. is reduced, in Iho short spaca . 
of three years, from this tremendous, and lo ahort-sighled mortals j 
elevation, to the dreadfully Immiliating degradation of fiyiuK I 
tor life and surrendering himself to the captain of a British ship of ] 
war 1 What wonderful vlcissitudcH has not this man witnessed I la 
it not astonishing that he should not have preferred death T 
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"That tnankiad coDlinue to eympatliizo in his full is, I iliinli, 
evinced by the generosity which tlicy displny in miildng a proper 
proviaioQ for liim in bo very salubrioiiB a climate na that of St. 
Ileiena. Here I sliould douht it even wilh the aBsislance of hia 
friend, the D — 1, he would ever liavo it iu liia power to disturb tlie 
world again, It ia not improbable that on my relurn I may cail and 
Bcehim." 

Ilia nest letter, written at sea, January 10, 1S16, con- 
tains t!io first alliiBioii to a gentleman whose acqnnint- 
aiice lie had made during the preceding year while at 
home in Lancaster, and whose warm friciidsliip ho re- 
tained till the end of his life. 

I liavo heretofore given an extract from ono of hie 
letters cxpreseing Lis wish that !iis sons should have the 
hest possible advantages of edncation. Tiiis had been n 
' prominent object in hia mind during the time he was at 
home, and in order to secure it he h;id proposed the es- 
tabliahmeut in Lancaster of a school of a superior order 
to those which were then common in the conntrj, and 
offered to defray whatever additional expense might he 
necessary to secure the services of a classical teacher. 
In return for this the town authorized him to select the 
teacher, and he at once applied to President Kirkland, 
of Harvard College, who was hia personal friend, and 
through his aid secured the services of Jared Sparks, 
then a yonng man just starting in a career which is now 
recorded in the pages of literary history. I sJiall have 
more to say on this subject when speaking of my fa- 
ther's life in Lancaster. I have mentioned it here only 
in explanation of the following paragraph, which con- 
tains furtlier evidence of the importance he attached to 
the subject of edncation, and hia determination that no 
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[■ effort on hia part Bliould bo wanting to provide for liie 
[ SODS tho best moans that the country afforded : 

[ urn not without apprehension Uiat Sir. Sparks may not be will- 
ing lo retnain longer tlian tbc first year, especially for a salary whicli 
lie seemed to feci some reluctance in accepting. WLalever part of 
lliis salary 1 may have to pay (and this depends on tho number of 
Bchohkrs) 1 had much ralher pay it. and even add a hundred dollars 
to the annual amount of it, than (bat he should leave. The perni- 
cious effects to the pupils of a frei^ucnt change of masters I am bo 
well aware of Ihat I should be willing to make CDnsiderable sacrifices 
to avoid It. Tho advantages to the boys of being educated at home, 
compared with that of sending them away at so tender an age, is so 
obvious and striking that I would make great efforts and sucrificea 
of my owu convenience to secure it. I hope, therefore, that means 
will be found to induce Mr. Sparks to remain at least tlirco years. I 

io much the importance of laying a good foundation for educa- 
tion, and that the means of enabling my boys to do it is as dependent 

le OS thesuperstructure wilt afterwards be on. themHetvea, thatl 

lot less anxious to accomplish tho one than to impress on their 
' minds a conviction of the truth of tho other," 



The voyage to Eatavia and back was completed in 
August, 1816, and lie then remained at home for nearly 
ft year, at tho end of which time, being then in his forty- 
fourth year, lie entered upon what may, in some respecte, 
be considered as his most remarkable voyage; not in- 
deed on acconnt of the dangers of tho seas, but of the 
nnjuat and outrageous treatment to which he was enb- 
jceted at tho hands of his fellow-men, and the courage, 
I skill, and adroit management with which lie finally ex- 
tricated himself and achieved a triumphant siieeesB. 



CHAPTER X. 

1817. 

Sails ia the Ship Beatei- from New Torlt for iLo Wost Const oC 
Soulh America,— Seised at TiUcaliuaca— Plots lo Take the BpaD- 
isli Frigate Vettffan^a. — Seized with Fever— Is Sent to Limn in 
tlie Brig Canton. 

Ko Opportunity offered for the prosecution of any 
8ucli enterprising voyages as sccinod especially attrac- 
livo to my father till 1817, wben the news was received 
of a revolution in Chili and tliat tho people had eman- 
cipated themselves from the government of Spain. 

Tin's event, by freeing the commerce of that country 
from the paralyzing restrictions to which it had hitherto 
been subjected, seemed to offer flattering prospects to 
those merchants who should be first to avail themselves 
of tho opportttuity. 

My father's knowledge of the wants and resources 
of tho country gave him advantages which few of liis 
countrymen tJien possessed for undertaking a voyago 
thitlier. This knowledge he at once proceeded to turn 
to account by submitting a plan of a voyage to John 
Jacob Astor, wlioso sagacious mind was not slow to per- 
ceive the very great advantages it offered, though he 
fully appreciated the attendant risks. 

Ilis favorite ship, tho Seaver (the same mentioned in 
Irving'8 "Astoria"), had Just been repaired at an ex- 
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peiise nearly equal to that of bnilding her anew, ami 
was then in fine coudition for snch a voyage as was pro- 
posed. The cargo, consisting principally of European 
nianufactni-es to tlio amount of $140,000, and tlie ship 
and stores, valued at $50,000 more, formed an aggregate 
6uch as no other individnal in the United States would 
(oi-, perhaps, at that time could) have risked on snch ft 
voyage. 

Mr. Aator'a wisdom and liberality in leaving the whole 
management to my father's discretion was the best evi- 
dence of the confidence reposed in him, and the only 
exception in which my father's wishes were overruled 
was a chief cause of the subsequent misfortunes whicli 
befell them. This was the sliipmcnt of a large quantity 
of arms and ammunition, which my father considered 
wonld excite suspicion, and, perhaps, be made the pro- 
text for confiscation. 

A single paragraph of my father's narrative betraySj 
in a few simple words, the depth of feeling lie experi- 
enced and the crowd of reflections which pressed upon 
Iiim at starting upon this new adventure, so full of 
causes, both of hope and apprehension, for the future; j 
calling np such reminiscences of the past, such tender I 
thought of all lie was leaving, and such anxious fears of ] 
the possibilities involved in the years of separation 
which must necessarily ensue. My mother had accom- 
panied him to New York and remained with him till 
Ilia departure, having me, then in my third year, in her 
company. He took leave of her, and sailed on July 1, 
1817, on a fine day, with a fresh westerly breeze. 

" Before Ihcdny closed a trial wilhotLcr vessels bound to tliceaet- • 
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ward satiEflcd me Ihat tbe sliip aailed well and steered easily. The 
watch beiDg set, as usual, at eight o'clock, and the course given to be 
Elficred duriug the nigl't, 1 paced the deck till midoiglit, pleased with 
the quiet ivhich Lad so suddenly succeeded the buatle of geltiog 
away, and gave lo the mind ample ecopfl to dwell on scenes post, 
present, and to come. 

"There arc few who have not experienced the pain of bidding 
farewell to beloved relatives, even though the time of separation is 
limited to a few weeks, and thence may be able to form some idea 
of their feeling of desolaleaess and homesickness whose destiny 
compels them to part for years, perhaps forever. Nor could the 
flattering confidence manifested by my employers — in the superb ship 
under my command, the valuable cargo consigned lo me, the entiro 
and unrestricted control of both, and the reasonable prospect of a 
happy result — lend todiminishlhosadnesawhicharecurrence to homo 
jdways produced. Time, however, and the imperious duties of my 
station, gradually lessened the poignancy of these feelings, and hope 
—ever buoyant hope— cheered the drooping spirits, by pointing to a 
period, however dialani, of a happy consummation of my wishes." 

The voyage was unmarked by any event of Bpecial 
iiitei-est. In tlie hope of getting some intelligence of 
the state of affairs in Cliili wliich might be of Bervieo to 
Jiim, he endeavored to touch on the coast of Brazil, and 
arrived off Maldonado on tlie 8th of September; but the 
weatlier was very thick and stormy, and seeing no pros- 
pect of clearing up, after laying to for several hours, 
he abandoned the attempt and proceeded on his course. 

lie next attempted to reach the Falkland Islands, in 
order to replenish his wood and water, so as to avoid the 
actnal necessity of putting into a Chilian port if he fonnd 
it advisable to avoid doing so. Before arriving in their 
latitude, however, a Eucceseioii of violent gales carried 
them so far to the eastward that the time required to 
reach them would have been unprofitably spent, and he 
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accordingly held Ijis course for Cape Horn, wliicli 
passed at 9 a.m, on the 27th of September, with a smool^>! 
sea and a favorable breeze, to which all the light 
were set. 

On tlie 15th of October, 1817, he arrived at the Island 
of Mocha, and, in the hope of getting information of 
the political situatiou in Chili, lay off and on for several 
houre and scut a boat aehore, which returned after liaV| 
ing found no trace of inhabitants and no animals cxce] 
wild hoi"se8. 

As a snpply of wood and water was now a matter of 
necessity, he determined to stop at Taleahuana, presum- 
ing that as the right to enter any port for siieh enpplies 
was guaranteed by treaty, he would have no cause to 
appreliend ill-trcatmcnt, whichever party might bo in 
possession. Under these impressions he arrived iiest 
morning off the port, and while laying becalmed was 
boarded by an officer, who told him tliat the patriots 
liad possession of the place, that he was a patriot 
officer, that the royal flag was kept flying on the two 
ships of war as a decoy, that the American brig <7aji- 
ton was in port and was to sail for Salem in two of 
three days, etc., all of which was falso except that tUa 
American brig was tho Canion. 

The calm continuing, he was forced to let go an anch- 
or, and soon after liis vessel was boarded by another and 
apparently a superior officer, who wore the royal uniform, 
and demanded tlio ship's papere. lie confirmed th( 
statements of the previous visitor, but suspicion 
awakened as to their truth, and,if false, the motive mm 
forebode mischief. It was necessary to decide at odi 



rai 



i 



ABRIVAL AT TALCAHUANA. I7l 

what coiirEe to adopt. The dead calm wbicli prevailed 
rendered flight impossible, and, if a breeze came, the at- 
tempt to escape would be a Bufficiect cause for pursuit 
and capture by tbe frigate lying in plain sigbt, and wbicli 
might rationally be supposed to be the faster sailer. 
While the calm continu;;d,thc only mode by which he 
could be attacked would be by boats, which ho mi^'ht 
I beat off; but the attempt to do 60, like the effort to 
escape, would, in caseof failure, serve as a justifiable plea 
I for eonflscation. It was, moreover, obvious that if these 
I ships of war were part of the royal navy, tlie royalists 
must still possess the ascendency at soa, and consequent- 
I ly that the port of Valparaiso would be blockaded, so that 
the attempt to enter there after having forced his way 
' from here, with a royal officer on board to tell the story, 
would result in certain disaster. On the other hand, 
I Lowcver vexatious and annoying the conduct of the 
I government might be, from tiie feeling of resentment 
I excited by the suspicion that ho intended to traffic with 
I their enemies, it ought not to provoke him to acts which 
would endanger the property, especially as there was the 
most undeniable evidence of such necessity as had been 
expressly provided for by treaty. The least of two evils, 
therefore, seemed to be to placo himself in their power 
I with the confidence of right inspired by honest intentions. 
Accordingly, when a breeze came next morning, he 
I entered the port aud came to anchor between the two 
I ehips of war. Agaard was immediately placed on board, 
I snd no one was allowed to leave tho ship. 

Tho following letter gives an account of what fol- 
. lowed: 
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"On Board the 'Reavek': Tai.caxsvasa, JVovembcr 22,1917. 

"Adversity cooliiiues lo assail me willi the most unrelenting se- 
TCrity. You fflaj remcniber the aversioii I bad tbat any part of my 
cargo ebould bo composed of anna and ammumtion. You will not 
doubt Ibat, having tbem, I tuok all Ibe precauIloDS in my power tbat 
the case required, but these were of do avail, and I liave been led on 
by my untoward destiny till I buve fallen iulo the Lands of a eet 
of unprincipled beioga who, with some of the forma of law and a 
mockery of justice, are proceeding lo the condemnation of my val- 
uable ship and cargo, and to the consequent consummation of my 

"As our wood and water were completely exhausted, I determined 
to enter the first port I could in Chill, presuming (hat, let it be in 
possession of either party, they could not fail to allow us to supply 
our wants and depart peaceably. But in these reasonable expecta- 
tions I have been sadly disappointed. There was not a port on the 
wholo coast of Chili or Peru where my arrival would have excited 
Bucb suspicion as here, nor one where Iho temptation offered by so 
rich a sliipwas so unlikely to be withstood. This port was on Iheeast- 
em side, in possession of the republicans; on the western (which Is 
a peninsula), by Ibe royalists, who, having a frigate and a sloop-of-war 
here, possessed the uncontrolled dominion of the waters. The roy- 
alists, besieged or confined to a little point of land where they had 
consumed all their provisions, were dependent on the precarious 
supply which their command of the waters enabled them to pro- 
cure clandestinely from the republican shore. 

"After being so long at sea to arrive at a port where no refresh- 
ments could be procured was of itself sufficiently unfortunate, but 
this is one of the least of the evils I have suffered. 

" The general-in-chief, believing that my design was to supply hia 
enemies, and particularly that my arms and ammunition were in- 
tended for this purpose, has treated me with a degree of rigor cor- 
respondent to tliis belief- Upon arrival in port my ship was imme- 
diately filled with an armed banditti, so ragged, so full of vermin, so 
luicvish and so uncontrollable that a residence in a den of abandoned 
robbers could not have been more uncomfortable. These, after re- 
maining forty-eiglit hours and stealing everything that came in their 
way, were relieved by a cnplain and bis company fjoiu the garrison. 
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who have LeLaved wilb more propriety, and wbo bow continue on 
duty on board. 

" To add to the fiofely of these troops, not less than the security 
of the ship, tlic sails were unbent and taken away, and twenty of my 
men were distributed into other ships, myself and officers confined 
to tlie ship, and not allowed to spcolc with any of our countrymen 
belonging to the Canton. This vessel, belonging to Mr. Peabody, 
of Salem, hail been here two months, and but for the specie she 
bail on board tlio placo would undoubtedly have been surrendered 
to the republicans, ns the troops were on the eve of revolt for Iheir 
pny, and tlio appropriation of Ihia money was all that prevented it. 
1 will not attempt lo describe to you the anguish of my mind for 
the first few days after the discovery of the efforts that my caplora 
were making to form some pica to justify a robbery already decided 
on. This was so evident that, combined with the privations and 
multiplied aggravations to which I was compelled to submit, exist- 
tcnco became so insupportabie that 1 had determined to blow up the 
ship, and waited only for an opportunity, when, like Sampson, my 
exit should be accompanied by that of my enemies. 

" While wailing for this a ray of hope presented itself, which, 
brigbtcning by reflection, presented to my mind a plausible plan of 
causing to recoil on my enemies that ruin which they were prepar- 
ing for me; but to execute this with success a combination of favor- 
able circumstances was required, for which I am now anxiously 
wailing. Its failure is certain death; but as this is the only chance 
of saving the property, I am determined on putting it in execution. 
Having come to this decision I write this to leave with Sir. ColBn 
for you, but from the very great uncertainty of its ever reaching you 
it is unadvisable to say all I wish. 

■' If I fail in attaining ray object, tlio world will pronounce the 
attempt rash and foolhardy. If I succeed, my conduct will be as 
decidedly condemned by one portion of my fellow-men as it wiil be 
approved by the other; but the opinion of the world is lo me a mat- 
ter of iadifference. Ton will find excuses for me — though you can 
have no conception of the passion which stunulatcs me to deeds of 
dcsperaUon — not less in the unbounded love I bear you and the dear 
children (a protracted separation from whom I cannot reconcile to 
my mind), than in the repeated and accumulated misfortunes by 
whii^h 1 have been assailed. 
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"If it ia defllined that I sLould never ngain bave Ihe dcliglit of 
mceling jou, wJiicli God avirt, my greatest aoJicitude is on accoxmt 
of tlic want of moans to give thcia eucb an education ta I bwe 

always deaigned." 

ITo tlieii calmly gives lier a full statement of tlio re- 
eoureca which will be left to her, with advice as to the 
best means of turning them to account, and concludes 
as follows : 

"My TCsolalion ia Gxed, and my fate will he decided in a few 
days. That the Great Omnipotent Ruler ot the Uoivcrse may arert 
the danger that bangs oTcr me, and restore me once ngain to my 
beloved wife, cbildrcn, and friends, is tbe ardent prayer of your most 
alleclionate, devoted, nnd, perhaps from this act, undeserving lius- 

In a letter to Mr. Astor, of the same date as the above 
(of which I have a copy in Iiis letter-book), he alludes 
in a very guarded manner to the above project, and 
gives directions in regard to provision for his family in 
case of accident to himself. I quote from bis published 
narrative the accomit he gives of the project ; 

"Theprospeet of dragging on for an indefinite period the wretcli- 
ed OKistenco I bad endured since arriving at Ibis port was insupport- 
able. Mortif ed at the humiliating position in wliich I was pic 
goaded by the long train of evila which would inevitably result 
me from Uie loss of this property, nad driven to desperation by 
inability to perceive any proapect of a termination to sucb misery, I' 
viewed deslruclion in an effort to free myself as an evil of less mag- 
nitude, and therefore determined, if I could induce my men to joia 
me, to put in execution n plan which I bod long meditated, and 
which, like all revolutionary movements, would be deemed pnUea- 
worthy or lawless as Hie result should prove successful or olherwiae. 
"While laying between the Spanisbvesselaof war, where our ship 
s first anchored, I had a good opportunity of noticing the abseooa 
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paced lie Btaver't deck every night — often till the middle watch 
bfld nearly woni away— and observed that more than half the time 
the Beiitries were so deficient in vigilance as to he lutilcd seTcral 
times before anawerinj. Perceiving the advaotage that might result 
if I could substitute my answer for that of the sentry on board our 
sUip. I often look the trumpet and found my ' Alerto' to be aa cur- 
rent as that of the Bpanish sentry. 

"I noticed also that a great number of men were sent away in the 
launches every night to guard some weak points at the eastern ex- 
Ircmily of the town. With a view of ascertaining the feasibility of 
rendering nugatory our guard oE twenty soldiers, I tried the experi- 
ment of giving them a can of grog mixed with a little laudanum, 
which put (hem all into so profound a sleep for several hours as to 
give ua eutire control of the ship— a circumstance which was con- 
cealed from their superiors by my ' Alerto ' passtug for that of the 
proper sentry. 

"With lliese preliminary esperiencea and my general knowledge 
of ILe slovenly manner in which the duties of officers and men were 
performed on board Spanish ships of war, it appeared to mo that if 
a favorable opportunity presented, and my men were resolute, we 
might take the commodore's ship by n eoup-de-main. 

"It must be obvious that tlie carrying-out successfully the plan I 
had formed must depend upon obtaining possession of the fastest 
saihng ship, which I had ascertained to be the Vengansa. Oqco In 
possession of this ship, it would not require more than two or three 
Lours before we should have brought lier to anchor in the bay of St. 
Vincent's, which is only about two miles to windward of Talca- 
iiuana. About a mile cost of this bay the patriot army was en- 
camped, the commander of which could not fail la perceive tho 
advantage which fortune had thus thrown in his way, and would 
lose no lime in furnistiing the number of men requisite for the per- 
formance of the various duties on board. These could be embarked, 
and a return to Talcahuana effected in twelve hours from the lime 
of having left there, though it is probable a few additional houra 
night be required to adjust the mode of proceeding. 

"A vigorous and simultaneous attack by this frigate on one side 
and by tho patriot army on the other would cause the surrender of 
the town and shipping in a very short time. I should then have 
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gained possession of ibe Brarer witli the principal part of her cargo 
jct on board. But lliis consliiuted only a small part of mj plan. 
Tlie main objecl, then, was to revolutionize llie kingdom of Pern; 
and lo effect this purpose the way seemed lo be clear, and not veiy 
difficult if I could induce the Cliilian general to furnish me with Ifae 
requisite nninlwr of men, which, as lliey were no longer wanted al 
Talcahunna, it was presumable lie would do. 

" With the Vengansa thus manned, and before the poseibili^ of 
any oeeoimt of these transactions reaching the blockading equodron 
off Valparaiso, I would proceed thither with Spanish colors flying, 
slieer alongside tlic commodore's ship, the EnmeraMa, before those 
on board had any suspicion of danger, and lalie her, probably with- 
out losing a man. The smaller TOssels composing the blockading 
force would then surrender without resistance. 

"When I had thus been the means of placing in the power of the 
Chiliitn government the whole naval force of Peru, my peraoDal wr- 
vicea would be no longer necessary. 

" Thus amid the pressure of misfortune were my spirits buoyed 
up wilb the prospect of a change in my affairs, possibly a brilliant 
one, conducting lo fame, fortune, the chastisement of my perse- 
cutora, and, more gratifying than all, to 
ployers of their property, with abundant advantage. 

" The desperale measure, Uie execution of which now occupied 
my sleeping as well as waking hours, in which the lives of rayself 
and associates, as well as those of innocent Spanish seamen, would 
be jeopardized or sacrificed, 1 was aware would he viewed by some 
ns Ligh-handed, lawless, and piratical ; hy others as a just relali&tioa 
for the injuries 1 had suffered; and by a greater number ns favoring 
the efforts of an oppressed people for the overthrow of a despotic 
government, and the establishment of a liberal one in its stead, and, 
therefore, highly commendable. 

"But to perceive or feel the full force of the motives by which I 
was actuated, it is proper to refer to some scenes in my narrative al- 
ready detailed, such as the fruit of many years of my hard earning* 
being swept off, nnd myself and family reduced lo poverty, by the 
robbery of Admiral Cochrane, sanctioned hy a wicked judge of vloe- 
admiralty without a justifiable cause and in violation of the law of 
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nations; next, lie IrenclieroHS, mean, and cowardly manner in which, 
hy order of Napoleon, my vessel and cargo were stolen from me by 
Murat; aad now without having Tiolaled any law, or deviated in 
any degree from the tenor of the existing treaty, being again stripped 
of my property, rednced to penury, and goaded with tho prospect 
of the long Itain of evils which were iDevilable. Let such repeated 
and deeply distressing wrongs be brought home to the breast of any 
one, and if they he not considei'ed aufficient to justify the measure 
on which I had determined, they will do much towarda catcnuat- 
ing it." 

Having vei-y cautiously enmmunicatcd tlio subject of 
liis thoughts to two of the most trnstworthy of hia men, 
and eticoiiraged them by citing instances in which a few 
determined men liad overcomo a greatly superior num- 
ber simply by taking them by sarprisc, ho found them 
ready and willing to sustain him if lie wonld take the 
lead. lie then told them to sound their companions as 
opportunity offered, impressing upon them the necessity 
of great caution. The result was as he had anticipated. 
The men were all greatly exasperated by the treatment 
they had received, and the loss of their wages, and were 
ready and earnest to engage iu any sclieme which of- 
fered a chance of emancipation. It only remained, 
therefore, to make the proper arrangements and deter- 
mine upon tho time to strike the blow. 
The mates of the brig Canton were both kept on 
I board tho frigate, and it was, of couree, a matter of im- 
portance that they should be enlisted in the enterprise. 
For this purpose my father made a visit to the commo- 
dore, with whom he had become familiarly acquainted, 
and, after conversing with him for some time, took his 
leave, and then stopped to have a eliat with his country- 
8* 
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men on the deck. No one else was present but tbo two 
sentries, ncitber of whom understood a -word of English. 
They liad already heard from some of the men a rnnior 
of what was going on, and admitted tho feasibiJiCy of 
tlio scheme if tho men could be depended on, and readi- 
ly agreed to take part in it. 

It had been observed that on Sundays, in addition to 
the men sent off on duty, others were allowed to go 
ashore for amnsement, and on Sunday afternoon most 
of the officers also were seeking recreation away from 
the ship. It was agreed, therefore, that Snnday after- 
noon should be the time of attack. On Saturday after- 
noon they met by agreement in a secluded place and 
found they numbered fifteen, besides tho two on board 
tho frigate. After designating the men to go in tho 
different boats, and giving directions as to the kind of 
arms to be carried and how they could best be concealed, 
my father gave them their final directions as rainntely 
as possible. Those in tho Canton's boat were ordered 
to be sailing abont near the frigate, and when they saw 
the Beaver's boat go to the starboard side of tlie ship, 
tlicy were to go alongside on the larboard. The boats' 
crews, mounting simultaneonsly on opposite sides of the 
ship, were instantly to clear the deck of the Spaniards ; 
and at tho same time those who were designated for the 
purpose were to cast loose the fore-topaail and cut the 
cable. The wind at that season was so invariably from 
the Bonth, and blowing so fresh, tiiat the possibility of 
its failing them was not even tlionglit of, though it was 
obvious that it was absolutely essential to their eno- 
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Before parting my father addressed them a few worda 
of enconragement, based upon a full knowledge which 
he presumed they possessed of the hazardous nature of 
the undertaking. He bade them remember that, once 
embarked in it, there could be no retreat ; that victory 
or death was the only alternative; that although the 
chances of a glorious result and escape from the misery 
thcj were suffering were very favorable if they wero 
true to each other, and behaved with spirit and determi- 
nation, yet the least flinching by any one at the crifical 
moment might be the ruin of all. If, therefore, any 
one of them felt unequal to facing tlie danger, lie wished 
him to avow it and withdraw while there was yet time. 
All being resolute, tliey dispersed and returned to the 
Bbip in different parties. 

Early Sunday forenoon my father made a call upon 
the commodore, and, after spending half an hour with 
him, and promising to return in the afternoon with a 
book he wished to borrow, lie spent some time on deck 
with the two mates, and satisfied himself by the obser- 
vations he made that if his men wei-o true ho need have 
little anxiety for the resnlt. 

But when lie left the frigate, after eleven o'clock, tho 
flouth wind had not yet begun to blow. A dead calm 
prevailed. This was very unusual, and, of conrse, ex- 
cited great anxiety. Hour after honr passed by but no 
breeze came. But it might spring up suddenly before 
dark, and in that hope the soothing draught was admin- 
istered to the soldiers on board the leaver; which soon 
had its effect, and left the crew at liberty to arm them- 
selves and make all their preparations at leisnre. It waa 
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ill vain. Day sank into night without a breath from the 
eoutb, and another week of Buspense awaited them. 

Moral as well as physical canses had doubtlc&s been 
operating to produce disease, which for some days had 
been making its approach. On tlie day after the in- 
tended attack upon the frigate my father was delirions 
with fever, and on his recovery wrote to my mother as 
follows : 

■'■When on tLe point of putting my plan into execution I wm 
suddMily and severely eeized willi typhus fevor, which came near 
terminaling my existence. For nearly a week I was unconscious 
of all passing occurreucea, and when I recovered tbo opportunity 
was gone, and no alternative traa left me hut submission to my fate. 
During my illness my ship and cargo were condemned, and I am 
now waiting the establishment of the court of appeal at St. Jago. 
But before this can take place they have got to perform tbo task of 
coQqueriog the country. 

"For this purpose about five thousand men marched from here a 
fortnight since, with a conHJcnce of success founded on their con- 
tempt for the enemy, and which may prove their ruin, as the pa- 
triots poasesa double their number, and ore ready to meet them. If 
the latter are successful they will soon be here again, when wc shall, 
in consequence, be sent to Lima, where the business will soon be 
settled. Not less prompt will he its termioatiun if the royalists are 
decidedly successful, bat what we have most to dread is a protracted 
warfare, as in this case the only apparent limit to our detention is 
the expenditure of the proceeds of the ship and cargo. They have 
already issued a decree for taking out of the ship goods to the amount 
of $100,000. Their necessities have compelled them to lake iLia 
property, and I am much more apprehensive that lliey will not pos- 
sess the ability to return it, than of the decision of the court of ap- 
peal. As there is no legitimate caase for the condemnatioD of the 
property, there is no doubt it must eventually be restored; hut my 
brilliant prospects are ruioed, and instead of indulging the pleasing 
idea of passing the evening of life in eose and quiet. I am trying to 
reconcile myself to continued toil and privation, and to bleaa mj 
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stars if, Lj such pxertions and sacriGces, I am able lo tlcfray Llic ex- 
pense o( educating my boys. 

"March 30. — Tlie army wbich marched from licro two months 
ago is eaid to have gained a hriiiiaot victory over the patiiot forces 
of double their number, and the belief in llie truth of this report is 
BO general that lliey are in daily expectation of hcariug of the capt- 
ure of (he capital, St. Jago. There nre so many letters to this effect 
that I could not faU to give credit to Ihcm if expcrieuce had not 
taught me their habilual disregard of truth. Ucncc I have doubts 
and fears which limo only can removo. 

" May 8 — When I wrote you last the royal troops were said to 
have gained a great and decisive victory, nod it was supposed tiiaC 
there would be no obstacle to their entering tlie capital. 

"All the members of the civil department of the government ■were 
preparing to set olE for SI. Jago, aud I intended to accompany or 
Btion fallow them for the purpose of prosecuting the appeal in the 
tribunal that would be immediately esiablishcd there, in which I had 
the most flattering espectalious of a restoration of the property. 

"While all were on the tiptoe of expectation of hearing of the en- 
try of the royal army iulo the capital and the consequent subjuga- 
tion of the country, who should make his appearance but the com- 
mander-in-chief, General Ossorio, weighing at least one third less 
Uina when be set out, worn down with fatigue and fear, and accom- 
panied by half a dozen meagre soldiei's— almost tlio only remnant of 
the one* formidable royal army. They were completely defeated 
on the Sth ultimo near St, Jago. and the second in command, Gen- 
eral Ordonez, the man who bad been the causeof my ruin, was made 
prisoner. The scene that immediately succeeded the arrival of llie 
general was one of dismay and confusion. Horses, mules, carts, 
wagons, and everything of the kind were put in requisition to trans- 
port goods from Concepcion to this place. The road for two days 
was crowded, and those who could not procure conveyances were 
travcliiag on foot, some of the women currying infants, oUiers their 
poultry, and driving the family liog; and such a unircrsal panic 
seized them that if only five hundred of the patriots had appeared 
this place would iiave made no opposition. Talcahuana became im. 
mediately even more crowded than during the siege ; every shed and 
outhouse, however miserahle, was tilled. The ships were prepared 
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for taking off tlie families and gnrrison, and everjlxidy was occupied 
in gctling their eSecls oa board. After a. week Imd passed, and no 
enemy appeared, Ihey began to recover their Benscs, and even [o 
think they miglit defend tbc place. 

" The prospect of a speedy termination of my busifleas waa anni- 
hilated by this defeat. It was asserted that the Americana were 
friendly to the patriots, and that letters had been found from Cap- 
tain Biddle, of the United States sLip Ontario, to the patriot chief, 
eiprcssing sympathy with their cause, ao that we were looked upon 
as enemies. We are now, therefore, in a most irksome state of sus- 

" While one party is desirous of defending the place, ia the be- 
lief that its possession is important to the reconquest of the country, 
the other is desirous of losing no time in embarking tliemselves Bnd 
tlicir effects for Lima, and this from the well-founded retison of the 
total inability of the royal party to raise a force sufficient to offer 
even a cbanco of subjugating the country. If the first plan pre- 
vails, it ia impossible to conjecture when I shall be able to leave 
here. If the second, and we proceed to Lima, a decision will soon 
take place; and if my property ia restored I shall probably proceed 
to China, or perhaps direct to America. If not I sliali take the 
first ship that sails either for Spain or the United States, You 
perceive, therefore, that I am entirely at a loss to know when or 
■where I am bound. 

" The idea of being obliged to absent myself again and again from 
my beloved family is productive of gloomy feelings in spite of every 
effort to ward Ihera off. It required the realisation of all my hopes 
in regard to this voyage to reconcile me to the absence from hoiua 
which it involved; and yet, miserable man! you have a prospect! 
of reaping only disgrace and luiu. 

"Affairs, however, may yet take a turn, and prospects may 
brighten. The Beaver ia not yet sold, and only about lialf the car- 
go. These may be restored to me by the tribunal of appeal, or ona 
of oor frigates may arrive here and compel a restoration of UiA 
whole with damages. The aggravation is so outrageous that I do 
not sec bow our government can fail to take cognizance of it, and, 
though it may be some time before the property Is realized, yet I am 
confident it will be eventually. 
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"CANTON" ORDERED TO LIMA. 

"May 7.— Tbia morning the general sent for Mr. Coffin, of the 
Ciinlun, and myself, and told us Lo ■was desirous of doing justice 
without further delay, and for Ibis purpose Lad ordered the Gmtoit 
to be got ready to proceed to Lima, where all our papcra would also 
he sent, and where the tribunal of appeals would decide on the le- 
gality of the proceedings towards us here. Here, then, is a ray of 
bopc for the restoration of Elio properly, and, at any rate, a prospect 
of relief from tbis distracting state of suspense. It the property is 
restored, as one half the cargo is yet unsold, as the ship will remain 
at Talcohuana till the decision, and as it may be difficult to get from 
the government the amount already expended, it may yet bo some 
lime before I can leave this part of the world; but if I succeed in 
recovering the properly all will end well." 

The Canton was equipped for sea niid departed for 
lima as nipidty aa possible, and tbc relief even of a 
cliange of scene, after seven montlis of continued priva- 
tions, mortiGcation, anxiety, and disguGt was iuexprcssi- 
blj refreshing and encouraging. 



CHAPTER XL 

1818. 

Loiters to Iho Viceroy and lo Mr. Aator. — Arrival at Lima. — Kecop- 
tion by tlic Viwiroy. — Goes to Valpamiao on a Secret Mission. — 
Tlio Btatar Restored. —Caplftin Blddle Supplies a First Officer. 

Although the natlioi'ities at Talcalinaiia pretended ii 
that the order to go to Lima was a vohintary act on j 
their part, adopted as a measure of justice, it was in r 
ality the result of an order from the Viceroy of Ferd 
elicited ill response to the following letter from my f 
ther, which lie had sent hy the coinmander of a ship ( 
war. Tills letter, and the ono which follows it to Mn| 
Astor, from Lima, I deem of such importance, fronf 
their intrinsic interest, and as iiliistrationa of character 
that I give them at length. 
"To hiH EicellEncy Don Joaquin de la Pczuck. Cavalier of ( 

Onind Cross of tbo Royal Order of Isabella the Calliolic, Lieuta 

nnt-Qenenil of tlie Armies, Viceroy, Governor, nod Captain-Gea 

eral of Peru, etc. ; 

"Smp 'BEA^-EH,'TALCA^^AKA, January 28 
" Most excellent Sm, — Wbile tlie kingdom of Cliill remains ii 
BO unsellled a state as to poasesa no other than a military gOTer 
ment; while, by drawing ila resources from that of Peru, Uie evfil 
dence of its dependence on and subjeclion to that go vemmcnl is app»r- 
cnt, and, moreover, while the Viceroy of Peru U commander of the 
royal navy in these seas, by a part of which my abip was first tokea 
possession of, I cannot suppose lliat your cseellency, on being n 
acquainted with the conduct of the men in iwwcr here towards -oaiM 
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will fail to take cognizance o( it, or will view with indifference Ihe 
citizens of a power in amity willi Spain, not only denied the com- 
mon righiH of hospitality, hut treated — Ihrougli the machinaliona of 
two or threo malicious, Interested, and ignorant men in oQice — with 
a degree ot rigor wliich would hardly be justifiable if our respective 
nations were actually at war with each other. 

" A const iousncsa of tijc integrity and legitimacy of my views, of 
Uio distress by which I was compelled to enter ILo port, of my right 
to do BO, secured to me by trenly, and of my having violated no law 
of this coimtry are causes which relieve me from any feeling of ap- 
prehension of the event of the most rigid scrutiny in a tribunal 
composed of honest, intelligent, and honorable men. and I have 
therefore repeatedly urged the propriety of behig sent to Limn, and 
have appealed to the decision of the tribunal there. But the men 
who have been so ready to condemn my valuable ship and cargo 
have other views, widely different from the dispensation of justice or 
the beneflting of the state ; and consequently have not only refused 
this, but, as if fearful that an order for this purpose might come 
from Lima, or by some other means the property escape their 
grasp, have issued a decree for taking out of the ship the amount of 
^100,000, and acted upon it witb a degree of precipitancy which 
gives additional evidence of such apprehension. 

" With a view npparenlly to save appearances, and as an apology 
for a trial, some formalities have been observed, hut such only as, in 
any country where honesty is esteemed a virtue, would stamp its 
conductore with merited infamy. 

"The answers to the inievrogatories were attempted to be inter- 
preted, and the slilp's papers translated, by two common sailors, 
men withont education, and who know not any one rule of gromroar 
a their native language. 

"At a period wbenmy life was despaired of from a severe attack 
Kof fever, as if to add insult and cruelty to violence and injustice, an 
IS sent to me with the papers relating to the proofs, in or- 

T that 1 might make my defence. My total incapacity lo give the 

it attention lo lUia was not leas evident (Lao I believe it to have 
Rieen gratifying lo my persecutors, who, without hesitancy, named a 

r. Antigas to defend my cause — a man whom I had then never 
lerea seen, and the little acquaintance I have had with him since has 
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not inspired mc willi much respect ior liU talents or energy; hai i 
doubt not he ia bucU a person aa suiteil the yiows of the prosecuting 
party. His acquaintance with Uie law I undersland to be very su- 
perflcial, and, moreover, that, not having a diploma, wbaierer efforts 
ho miglit make in our behalf would have had no vitlidity. Under 
Buch circumBtancoa the issue of the tnal (if aucb proceedings can 
merit the name) has been 3uch as did not require a gift of propliecy 
to foretell. My ship and cargo li&vc been declared a prize. 

" Contrary to the aceustonjed usages of all nations, and na if con- 
aeious of the unfairness of the proceedlnga, I have been denied (he 
perusal of any papers relating to the process, and am yet ignorant 
of Uie reasons (if they bavc found any) for the condemnation. If, 
Lowever, they are not more legitimate and well-grounded than those 
exhibited in the decree for taking out a part of the cargo, if there 
is equal evidence of such glaring injustice and prostitution of forma 
in'tho former as in the latter, the most depraved tribunal would be 
Bsliamed not to reverse the decree of condemnation. Of the decKG 
to vvliich I allude I enclose your csceDency a copy, not only aa a 
curiosity, hut as a specimen of the manner in which important con- 
cerns are conducted here, and will waive any commenla otlier tJun 
such as are excited byihe inconsistency and contemptible hypocrii? 
of exhibiting a show of fairness in naming the commissioners to ap- 
praise the goods, and at tiie same time warning them against appntis- 
ing them too high. The consequence has been such aa was natuntllf 
to be expected and was intended. Tlie commissioners, held in awo by 
the tenor of the decree (if not influenced by interested motives) have 
selected the best and most valuable part of my cargo, and in many 
instances have appraised goods at less than tLeir first cost, and in all 
were insensible of their enhanced value by liie espensc of insurance 
and freight. 

' ' The prospects of my voyage, even in the event of a speedy re- 
versal of the decree, are utterly ruined, and the amount of injury I 
have suffered will probably remain lobe discussed and settled by tbe 
governments of Spain and the United States. 

"Nearly four months have already elapsed Bince my arrival 
this port, and it is said to be tlie intention of the prosecutors 
detention shall be continued till the ro-catablishment of the i 
government in St. Jago. But I cannot help flattering myself 
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your excellency, refleclins on Ihe prccariousness of the CYcnt of 
war, will determine to despatch a conditional order for our proceed- 
iog to Lima, in llio event of the recouquest of lliis kiagdom not he- 
lag occomplishctl within a limited time 

" In this rational hope, ivliich seems toafford the only prospect of 
tertninating the wrcldicd state of suspense and peraccutiun, I siib- 
I ecribo inyself, with tlie most profound respect, etc., etc. 

"E. J. Cleyeiamd." 

"Lima, Jwfy 25, 1818. 
"Jons' Jacob Aaron, Esq.,— At a period when it is ohvioua that 
I Ihe most important consequences may result from a speedy com- 
ion between this government and Talcahuana, they are sel- 
I dom able to aecomplisli it in a more limited time than three months. 
The order for my proceeding to Lima was eommuoicated to me 
on tlio Tth of May, immediately after its arrival, and, I have since 
learned, was the effect produced by my letter to the viceroy of the 
38th of January. He ordered the Beaver to he sent here at Ihc same 
time, but General Oasorio, being apprehensive that he might he 
obliged tn evacuate the place, detained her for the purpose of assist- 
ing in liriiiging away the garrison and inhabitants. This order has 
been reiterated by a ship which was despatched by this government 
and sailed on the 38d of June, and which ship is destined to supply 
le place of the Beaver. 

" I arrived here on the 38th of May with the ship's papers and all 
the documents relative to the process, and lost no time in waiting 
upon the viceroy in company with Mr. Coffin, llic supercargo of the 
(hnfon. 

■"Our interview was short. The viceroy accused the Americans 
and English of promoting and encouraging the rebellion hy furnish- 
ing arms and ammunition, of contraveniug the laws by introducing 
merchandise into the country, and carrying away the specie, without 
paying a duty on the export or import, and generally of seriously 
I injuring the commerce and prosperity of the country. But, never- 
j theless (he added), we might rely on his protection while here, and 
I that justice should be administered to us. Without waiting for a 
I reply he abruptly left us. 

ic weeks elapsed before it could be decided wlictlior the cause 
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should l>e tried by the royal hacienda, or by Ihe marmc, 
flaally dclermiocd for the latter. la tlie meaatimo the papers had 
uodergone a scrutiny by the general as well aa the assessor {or 
torney) of Ihe marine. The former assured ua, as his private opin- 
ion, that there wa* no cause for condemnation, and tliat the vessels 
and property roust be restored to Iheir original owners. The latla 
lioa cspresaed the same opinion to an acquaintance of i; 
coramuwicated il to me. On the 28th ult. the Ontario returned from 
Valparaiso, and brought as pnasenger a Mr. Robinson, yestcd with 
powers from Mr. Provost to prosecute the suit of the Bearer ai 
Canton, and provided tvilli some colluleral evidence in favor of tlie 
former. On his being presented and making known the object of 
Lis visit, the viceroy assured liim that the biiainess was in proper 
train and should be accomplished rz soon as possible, that the con- 
duct of the govcrumcDt of Tnlcahuana with regard to those VESsels 
was very reprelicosible. and that he Lad annulled nil their proceed- 
ings. I am induced to believe, therefore, that there is little dou})l of 
a favorable result here, and an immediate restoration of the vesaeh. 
But as it respects the property already cxpeaded, the poverty of this 
government is such that its immediate restoration is out of the quea- 
lion. Indeed, Mr. Provost was so satisfied of this that in his inslTuc- 
tioDs to }tlr. Robinson he recommended him (on rcveri!al of the sen- 
tence) to got an acknowledgment of the debt, but not to orgo ila 
payment. However politic this advice mny be, I shall not bo gov- 
erned by it, but, on the contrary, will leave no means' uiiattempted 
which olfcr the least prospect of attaining this desirable end. The 
mission of Messrs, Provost and Robinsou may Lave had a beaeBrial 
infiucDce on our aif nlrs, inasmuch os it evinces a watchfulness and de- 
termination on the part of our government to protect the commerce 
of its citizens; but I am fully convinced that, with this government, 
one such vessel as the Ontario is of more utility than a host of De- 
do I believe that the united powers o( u Demosthenes 
and a Cieero, with truth and justice on Iheir side, would be in any 
degree so efficacious as the silent eloc|uence of one of our ^onnidaUBi^ 
trigDtes. 

" I hud scarcely accomplished delivering the cargo of the i 
ot Takahuana, when the news of the destruction of the roysl uinj 
threw everything into ccnf usioa and suspended Uic selllerocnl of tl 
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^ busiuesa wiih tlic comraiBslonerB. They had nt ihis time appraised 
to tlie nmount of about $188,000, and Ihe goods rumalDiDg uoap- 
praised I suppose to be worth $30,000 more. 

"Whoa General Oasorio ordered them to pay into tlie treasury the 
amount of salea they had made, and to have the goods which re- 
mained on hand transported from Concepcion to Talcohuana, it was 
discovered that nearly one half of the cargo waa yet unsold. It is 
not improhablc iLat the general will appropriate ns mucli of this as 
he can convert into cash, and the remainder will come here in lUo 
Beauer. If ho should not have hcen ahlo to effect a sale of thoe 
goods, and they are sent here, I hope to recover and realize an amount 
from Ihem which will enable me to employ the ship advantageous- 
ly. My views now are on reversal of the sentence of Talcahunna, 
to get possession of the ship and as much of Uic property as I cau 
without delay. The aggregate amount of princijial and damages 
will be about $300,000, of which I may get from the cargo remain- 
ing on hand |100,000, leaving |SOO,000 due from the government. 

"As there is no probability of their possessing the means of pay- 
ing this directly, I sliall propose to ihcm li> grant nic some priviieges 
for the iniroduclion of eargoes, the duties on which to go towards 
cancelling the debt. At (he present time a handsome voyage might 
be mode to Valparaiso and back, hut it is probable that before I am 
put in possession of my ship advantage will be taken of it bj others 
and the business rendered not worth pursuing. In this case I shall 
try lo get a license for the introduction of a cargo from China, on the 
presumption that here and at Canton I may be able to get from five 
to seven hundred and fifty Ihonsand dollars shipped on a propor- 
tion of the profits, which profits, combined with the duties on bo 
large an amount, would furnish a capital to invest in China for the 

' United Slates equal to the original expertations; but as this voyage 

■ .would meet with powerful opposition from the Philippine Co., its 
g granted ia very problematical. In the event of failure in this, 

hhere can be no opposition to a corgo from the United Btalos, and aa 
.ists no prospect of recovering the debt escept by an opera- 
Ion of this kind, not a moment should be lost in putting it in ex- 
I should, Iherofore, proceed immediately to Guayaquil, 
sad my ahip with cocoa, and sail direct for New York, 
"You will perceive, sir, that 1 am anxious lo adopt that plan 
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wliich presents a ptoepcct of tlie most epeedj accomplistunejit, oot 
nloDC from a coDTictloQ that despatcli ia the life of business, buEhar- 
ing in view tliHt a political chooge bcro may annihilate the advan- 
tage of our exclusive privilege: for notwithstanding I perceive no 
immcdinte prospect of Ruch change, yet there is do misfortune ^bieli 
mny occur which I ought not to take into conaidcralion. 

" After nil the flattering inferences I have drawn from tho condui 
and obEervation of the ruliog men of this country (I menu Lima) n 
lating to us, it mtiat not bo forgotten Ibat- diseimulation, deceit, If^ 
in-;, and theft, with the combination of vices incident to cxcosdn 
ignorance, bigotry, and superstition, are, with few ezcoptions, notl 
less the characteristics of the higher tlian of the lower classes ofj 
society, and that if any evidence of tho ohserrancc of the rule of 
Justice is shown us, it will proceed alone from the apprebonstoQ of 
the mischief that may result from a contrary course. 

" I have now, sir, given you n general idea of the state of your 
nftairs under my charge, and have been willing to incur the risk of 
Lieing considered tedious, rather than that of being deficient in con- 
veying to you all the information of wliich I am desirous you ehould 
lie possessed, and while I aclEDOwlcdge that my mind continues to 
be unceasingly agitated with alternate hope and fear, I ncvcrtholess 
flatter myself that my next will be more decisive and satisfactory. 

"Aagoii 1. — Since writing the preceding Mr. Provost lias 
touched hero (in the Blossom, English sloop-ot-\var) on his way to 
Columbia River for a purpose which you arc doubtless better ac- 
quainted with tlian I am. Previous to bis arrival I had determined 
to go to Valparaiso with the view of malting arrangenronls with the 
government there for tbuso advantages which the peculiar sltuEt' 
tion of ray ship leads mo to believe wilt be caclusively mine. His 
opicion coincided with mine in the propriety of this step, particur i 
larly as my presence here would not accelerate tho decision of our % 
process, and also as, in cose of any accident to myself, Mr. Robinsoa J 
was here to attend to the business and fill my place. I shall sail tt 
morrow in the English frigate Andromaelw, Captain Sheriftc, who \ 
has politely offered me a passage. 

"The public cidgencics are such here that, for several days past, I 
the question of opening the port to foreigners has been agitated with ] 
a degree of warmth corresponding to its impnrtauce. aud the jarring I 
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Bucli a measure must necessarily create. It has been averted 
for the moment by the holders of goods contracting to loan the gov- 
ernment the amount of which they arc in immedialfi want, but, as 
this mode of supply will doubtless be discovered to be precarious, it 
is liighly probable that before Die cxpirattoa of six months tlicy 
will be compelled to admit foreign ahipa. In this event it Is probn- 
Hie that a competition, similar to tlinl which haa been eshibited in 
Chili, will take place here, and with similar effect. One or two 
good voyages may be made and many l)ad ones; indeed, the supply of 
mnnufaclutes which will be immediately tlirown in here from Chili 
will be auch as to make a speculation from the United States ex- 
tremely hazardous, 

" It is possible that before the order for the Beaver's coming hero 
can be executed at Tnlcahuana, that place may have surrendered to 
the republicans, in which cose 1 may lind llie ship at Valparaiso, 
ready to be delivered to mo in conformity with the promise mode by 
that government to Sit. Provost. If the place should not have fallen 
the sliip will soon be here, and there is every reason to believe she 
will be restored to me, together with ns much of the cargo as shall 
Uicn remain unsold. 

The bearer of this (Mr. Reynard) is bs well informed of the 
probable result of my affairs here as I am myself, and I, therefore, 
nfer you to him for such information as may have escaped me on 
Uiis subject, and likewise for such on another subject as prudence 
forbids my descanting upon at the present juncture." 

Tlie allusion at tlie eoncluBion of this letter lias refer- 
ence to a delicate errand involving no inconBiderable 
personal risk. Ilia ostensible object in going to Valpa- 
k raiso was to make a shipment of wheat to Lima, on which 
I he perceived an opportunity for largo profits, the neces- 
liary capital for which was furnished hj a ricli inercan- 
Itilo honsc in Liina. Gnt in addition to this he had an 
lolterior object which afforded the best possible evidence 
I'of the confidence reposed in him by the viceroy. He 
I was, in fact, scut by him on a secret mission, and the 
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license to ship wheat to Lima was given him, not only 
as a eompeiiEation, but aa a blind to cover the real object 
of liis visit to Valparaiso. The patriot government of 
Chili was negotiating for the piirchaee of a sixty-foiir- 
gnn ship belonging to the East India Company, and then 
lying in that port; but at the last aceotinta tliey had 
been unable to comply with tlie terms demanded. In 
order, if possible, to prevent the consommation of the 
bargain, my father was antborized by the viceroy to 
endeavor to make a secret pnrchase of her for acconnt 
of the Spanish government. Ho took pnssage in I 
British frigate Aiidromache, provided with the n 
antbority for making the negotiation, btit found c 
riving at Valparaiso that the Chilians had already c 
eiimmated the purchase and were in possession of t 

Some considerable time elapsed before be coald I 
cure a vessel to take a return cargo to Lima, and varioi 
canses delayed her departure, so that it was late in C 
ber before he arrived there. 

The following letter to Mr. Astor, from Yalparain 
shows how fully bis mind was ocenpied with devising 
means to retrieve the misfortunes ho bad encountered. 
It will be seen by the explanation given in this letter 
that ho had been restrained from writing by the sau 
pradential reasons which affected him at Calcutta. 

" Vaiparaiso, 5?pfflm&w 1, 1818. J 
" John Jacob Abtob, Esq., — At Uie date of my laat I n 
point of leaving Lima for this place oq a mission which had for M 
object tlie restomtion of your ship ani] cargo. Wliollier a parti 
Bccomplishmcat of it will luad to Ihis eftvct liuic only c 
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mine. I had, bowcvcr, aiicb asaurancea of her rcaloration that I 
Eball feel juBtifled iu being al the eKpense of taking witli mc to Lima 
two mat«B, if I can cngngc here such as will suit me. , . . 

" I aliall leave tbis iu about three weeks for Lima, where I hope 
to find the cause decided favorably and tlio Bearer arrived and at 
my disposal. Id this case, if the govemmeat do not pay me, I shull 
endeavor to get permission for Ihe introduction of a large cargo from 
China, the dutica on which to ho appropriated to thia purpose; or, 
failing in thia, I may possibly obtain sulBcient to lade the ship willi 
cocoa for your account for Europe or the United Stalee; or I may be 
able to employ her advantageouKly for a few months between Lima 
and Ihia port. In the adoption of eidicr of thcso or any other plan 
I shall be influenced only by the desire of doin^ that which shall 
afford the fairest prospect of promoting your inlcrest. Amid the 
perplexities and mietorlunes which attend r.-o I derive consolation 
from the reflection that I have afforded the royal government not 
even the shadow of cause for condemning the property; that it 
must therefore be restored; and that if tho period of its recovery 
should yet bo distant, it will, nevertheless, turn out mora advan- 
tageously U> you than to have arrived qpfe at tbis port. 

'■TbeJ'atffcef, of Boston, ianowherc, having disposed of onjy about 
linlf Lor cargo, and at little or no advance on ita cost, and generally 
I Uie speculations here will cvcutuato unprofitably," 



\ On arriving at Callao ho found that Captain Bitldle, 
of the United States ship Ontario, had been earnestly 
nrging the release of the leaver, by representing to 
the viceroy that her eeiziire was regarded by the 
United States government as a very serious cause of 
coinpiaint. Of these efforts on the part of Captain 
^Eiddle my father says, in his narrative : 



" These representations doubtless had an effect in hastening the 
Bbisinees, but the restoration of the ship and what remained of her 
licargo were acts entirely independent of these eSorta, and aro of a 
n which prudential reasona prevent being made public." . 
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This has reference to the secret miesion on wliicb H 
liad been emploj-cd, and which it ivonld Iiave been dis- 
conrteous to liave jiubJished -while the viceroy, Don 
Joaquin de la Peznela, was still living. 

Tlie character of the viceroy Beeraed indeed to form 
A Btriking contrast with that of most of the Spanish 
officials whom ho had encountered. He appreciated the 
frankness and honesty as well as the energy and btiei- 
ness capacity of my father's character, and not onlygavo 
liiin marked proofs of his confidence at that time, bnt, 
years afterwards, when he accidentally met Lini at Ma- 
di'id, lie manifested bis friendly remembrance by the 
kindest acta of hospitality. 

Ilis first letter from Lima after his retnrn, dated 
November 30, 1818, annonnces the reversal of the de- 
cree of Talcahnana and the restoration of the sliip. 

"Thus, my dear wife, after haTing been deprived of my com- 
itiiind of the Beaver for thirteen months, I am again reinstated. 
But wlint a contrast hetwcea the ship I left and tlie ooo restored 
to me I It ■will require an outlay of at leaet Ave tliousand dol- 
Isra to pul tho eliip in as good a state as when I left her, and it 
the lahor were to be performed hy the conunon eeamen picked up 
here it would he an esceesively tedious joh; but fortunately Cap- 
lain Bheriffc, of the English frigate AmlromafJif, in equally dispoaed 
with Captain Bidille to render me eTcrj assistance, and aa ' many 
hands make light work, '1 shall Boonhnvo my ship put in good order 
again by men from these Testis of war. Although thia govern- 
ment is not able to return me the amount of the cargo, the dedsicm 
is highly important to all concerned, inasmuch as it must exonerate 
me from conHure, and ■will afford us a just claim for the most ample 
damages, 

"The satisfaction nnlurally orising from this event is nearly conn- 
lerhalanocd by the reflection that it must retard rather than nccele>J 
rate ay return. The government has no means of cancelling tl 
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debt to me except that of a privilege for the introduction of a cargo 
here, the duties on nliicli to l)c appropriated to tliis purpose. Heuce 
the necessity of on operation which must add another year lo my 
already long absence; but imperioua duty demands this sacrifice, 
and in making it I become reconciled, from the prospect it affords of 
doing away with the necessity for any future aepanilion, God grant 
that DO untoward event may occur to blast this prospect, to annilii- 
late this cheering hope, which has tended to buoy me up amidst 
the multiplicity of ills by which I have been threatened to be en- 
gulfed. . . . 

" I meet wiih general congratulations on the restoraiinn of my 
Bblp by those who suppose it to be a great piece of good fortune; 
but unless some privilege is granted us it is directly the reverse, in- 
asmuch as my emolument was to be derived from the cargo, williont 
which the ship is only an embarrassment, unless accompanied by 
Eomc special license. 

"A petition for a voyage to China and back here, with a proposal 
that the duties thereon shall be appropriated to the payment of our 
claims, is now before the govcmmont; but as the viceroy is timid, 
and we have the whole weight of the Philippine Company against 
ne, I do not flatter myself with success. I'afling in this, there seems 
to be no other alternative than applying to Ihe court of Spain— the 
fountain-head of prevarication, evasion, and dissimulation — and 
where the chance of success is in an esact ratio with their appre- 
hension of consequences. In this event I shall endeavor to lade my 
ship with cocoa and proceed lo Gibraltar, where I may probably 
arrive in June, and be with you in the autumn of 1819. 

" How does my heart leap with joy at the idea ol t«ing again at 
homel How does my imagination trace the expressive countenance 
of each individual of the dear circlel How naturally and recip- 
rocally will the observations of the ravages of time and care be 
called forthl And how earnestly will my dear boys desire a relation 
of the adventures of their poor, old, careworn father." 

I cannot repeat the many interesting details wliich 
I my father gives in hie narrative of his experiences after 
I tlie restoration of the ship in endeavoring to retrieve his 
I' own fortunes, and also to make good the losses which 
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liad fallen npon tlie underwriters, to wliom tlie ship bad I 
heen long eiiice abandoned. But in order that their I 
action on his return Eliould fippcar in its true light it I 
is proper to give a general ontline of what be accom- J 
plished. 

A leading merchant of Lima, presnming that he would J 
itdopt the usual shorthand course of selling the ship at I 
auction for the benefit of the underwriters, proposed to 1 
bim to buy her in for joint account, and employ her iti I 
freighting on the coast — his furnishing the capital being I 
considered an equivalent to ray father's services in c 
manding the ship, and the profits to he shared equally. I 
This course would have been legally justifiable, and io i 
accordance with common custom, and there wat 
doubt would lead directly to fortune. ISnt the proposal I 
was at once declined, and solely from the sense of moral I 
obligation to those who had suffered loss of property i 
which was under his care, and the feeling that if the I 
ship could be advantageously employed it should he for I 
their account. 

The first great difficulty was to find seamen, Tlio I 
original crew of the Beaver was long since dispersed, I 
and many of them had entered the Chilian service. 
Captain Biddle, who had exhibited a very warm Rnd ' 
friendly interest throughont his connection with the af- 
fair, rendered finally a most important service by grant- 
ing permission to one of his midshipmen to take the po- 
sition of fii-st mato. This was Mr. Alexander B. Pink- 
ham, a most active, efficient, and intelligent officer. His 
services proved of very great value on more than one j 
'tying occasion, and he remained to the day of his death J 
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BO warm and true a friend of iny father's that I ain 
tempted to pay a ti'ibtite to Lis memory by qiiotiug a 
portion of a letter whicii iny father received from Lira, 
in acknowledgment of a copy of his published narra- 
tive, more than twenty years after these occnrrcncca. 
The tone in which he alludes to them is no less hon- 

Iorable to himself, in the evidence of character it affords, 
tlian complimentary to the one he addresses: 
PoKTHMocTn.VA., Mill/ 39, 1843. 
"R. J. Cleveland, Esq. : 
"Ml/ Dear Sir, — The author of "Gil Bias" sLrewJly reflected 
Qiat bis book would 1)Cj veaJ liy two classes of peraonB, wliom lie in- 
geniously described in tbc prefatory tale of ^bc two students. 

" I lliiiik I may make tbree classes of yoar readers. The young 
commercial adreoturcr will find it a useful monitor from which he 
will learn how much may be done by pursuing an honorable course 
with industry and perseverance. To those whom age or infirmity 
have compelled to retire from the more sUrring scenes of life it will 
be higlily entertaining, while the fireside traveller will envy you the 
happiness of having visited so many different coimtries, and will 
judge from the easy and smooth manner in which you have detailed 
your adventures that their achievement must have been leas difficult 
than you pretend, like the reverend doctors who thought it slrango 
that the achievement of Columbus should bo thought so great a 
matter. 

"It is amusing to me to revert to what my impressions were of 
you the first lime I saw you. To have supposed you had ever met 
with any adventures, either by sea or land, would have been farlliest 
from my thoughts. That you might have led a life of industry and 
application to business was probable enough, and that you were 
familiar with accounts and business forma. I was not undeceived 
for several months, but when the lime camo for active exertions, our 
first movement (upon the attack of tho Chilian fleet), and subsequent' 
ly on our voyage to Pisco, and during our short Etay there, showed 
that I hod mistaken my man. 
'The year that I served in llio Bearer was full of the most pleas- 
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ing escitcmcQt, The pecuniary prospects of the voj-ages, the gtn- 
tlemanly treaimeut I received from you, the elogant and coInfor^ 
able ship, tbe haudsomo Btylo in which v/c lived, the liberal provision 
you made for everything as far as elegancies, comforts, and conven- 
ieuces were procurable; your excellent discipline with regard to of- 
ficers and men, accompanied with the most magnaoimous generosity 
to all, your resolution and firmnesa under danger, whether from with- 
out or from internal commotion, inspired such an attachmeat for 
you as I have never felt (or any oilier commander," 
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Operations on (he Coast of Potu.— Proclamation of Blockade, which 
ho Sets at Defiance 'with Enliro Success. — Satisfacllou of the 
Viceroy. — Saila for Rio Janeiro, 

At length, by pennission of the viceroy, a crew was 
made np of captives wlio liad been taken from Chilian 
eliips and imprisoned at Callao. Theso prisonera were 
of all nations, bnt principally English and Americans. 
No Boouer did they learn that my father had an order 
for the release of fifteen of their nnniber than the anx- 
iety of every one to be included among the fortunate 
onea was so great as to make the task of eolection very 
painful, and, at the risk of not getting the best men, 
lie finally deputed the duty to the jailor. On the 28tli of 
February an exciting occurrence took place in the liar- 
bor, which afforded evidence of the danger lie incurred 
from tho shipment of such a crew. 

The viceroy Lad selected this day for hia annual visit 
to tho fleet and line of defence. As is often tlie case at 
tbat season, a dense fog prevailed, and while tho viceroy 
was making tho circuit of tlie bay on board the brig 
Maipo, the mist lifted for a few moments and revealed 
the presence of two Cliilian ships of war, which bad 
quietly made their way in, and were within half cannon- 
sliot of the castle, and in close proximity to the Maipo, 
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whose retreat was near being cot off. A Uve]y c3nnoD--i 
ado was at once opened by both parties, and a few 
ntes later, wben tJie fog again closed down, it became 
evident tliat thcj were tiring at random, as several shot 
passed between the masts of tiie Beaver, and were strik- 
ing the water both inside and ont of where she lay. 
Fearing that tlie sliip might snetain injury, the cables 
were slipped and ail sail made to get ont of the wny. 
A few minutes later tliey found themselves close along- 
aido another Chilian ship of sixty-four gnns, and as 
friend conld not be distingniehed from foe in the dense 
fog, they came near having a whole broadside poured 
into them. Every man was at his station with lighted 
matches, and only waiting the order to fire, when the 
mistake was discovered. "While speaking her, five of 
his men jumped overboard and were picked np by a 
boat from the ship of war. 

No result of any importance was achieved by this at- 
tack. After exchanging shots for half an hour, tlie 
Chilian ships withdrew withont capturing a single Span- 
ish vessel, and came to anchor near the island of San 
Lorenzo. The Heaver returned to her anchorage, but 
the men manifested a mutinons spirit and showed so 
plainly their wish to desert to their countrymen that it 
became evident that vigorous measures of prevention 
innst bo adopted. Tlio boats were, therefore, securely 
fastened, the offieei-s armed themselves, and the men 
were told tliat instant death would be the portion of 
any one who attempted to desert. 

Meantime the commander of the Chilian navy, Lord' 
Cochrane (a nephew of Sir Ungli Cochrane, who 
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DEFIES THE BLOCKADE. 

my father into Tortola) had issued a proclamation of 
blockade of tho whole coast of Pern from its sonthern 
extremity to Guayaquil. The utter incompetency of 
the Chilian navy to enforce a legal blockade of even an 
eighth part of this great extent of coast rendered it ob- 
TJons that the proclamation was only intended as an 
apology for the robbery of neutrals. Ab the govern- 
ment of the United States had declared and maintained 
its disregard of the paper blockades of England and 
France, there was no reason to doubt that tlie sair.c 
principle wonld apply to this ease, and my father deter- 
mined to Bct it at defiance, trusting to being sustained 
by his government, and feeling confident also that Chili 
would be very cautions of committing any outrage at 
the risk of offending her best friend. This decision was 
in opposition to that of all the other ncntral agents, and 
the Beaver was the only one of the twelve nentral ves- 
sels then lying in the port of Callao whose destination 
was not defeated and prospects mined by this proclama- 
tion. 

I quote the following from my father's published ac- 
count: 

" Being oU preparEd (0 Bail on llie 8lh of Marcli, I went on lionril 
tbe O'Higgiaa frigate to demnad my men wlio Lad deserted, but 
wilh no espectalion tbat tliej would be restored. 

"Wlien I made known tbe object ot my visit to tbe cnplnin, an 
Engliahman named Foster, bo not only peremptorily refused to give 
fliem up, but insolently expressed bis regret tbat more of tbcm had 
not dcBcrted. 

was leaving Ids sliip be tauntingly held up llie procliima- 
tion of blockade, and bid me beware of the consequences. I re- 
plied tbat I was aa well aequaiuted witb my business as he was with 
9* 
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bU, and, therefore, tlie caution, or threat, was unnecesaar; and mis- 
placed. 

•' I next went on board Iho Lautaro to see Captain Guise, wilh 
whom I became acquainted at Talparaiao. The frieodlj and polite 
reception I met with from tliia geatleman formed a striking con- 
trast to that of Captain Foster, and presented a rcmarlcable instanca 
of the difleront conduct under the same circumstancea of olHcera 
of the same grnde, oao of whom hud been reared and educated in 
polished society, and the other among the low and vulgar. 

" Captain Guise expressed regret that their present want of men 
was such that no iofiuencc he could use with Lord C'ocUnuie would 
be of any avail. 

" Iq speaking of the prociamation of blockade, I did not fail to 
express my opinion that the United States would support me ia net 
considering those perls blockaded before which there was no navnl 
force, and that I had determined to act in conformity with that 
opinion, wliich be seemed to consider a correct oce. 

" On returning to the Beaver without the men, I perceived a gen- 
eral manifestation of dislike among the crew to go to sea with so 
many short of our complement; hut there was lio possibili^ of pro- 
curing others, and delay would be more likely to change the aspect 
of affairs for the worse than the belter. I therefore called all hands 
aft; reprcscnlcd to (hem the easy and short voyage we hod to per- 
form; that the numbers now on board were an ample complcmcot 
for any voyage on this coast; that I had engaged an extra number 
originally in order to make the greater despatch in lading the ahlp, 
but that, nevertheless, it they would go to work cheerfully, I would 
engage to diride among them the wages of the five men who had 
deserted, until I could ship others in their stead. This liad the de- 
aired eilect. They went with alacrity to the windlass, hove up 
anchor, made sail, and at 4 P.u. I was onco again on the broad 
in uncontrolled command of the Bearier. 

" More than two years bad elapsed since the seizure of the ship 
at Talcahuana, and during that time I had experienced nothing but 
a continued series of vexations, altercations, and the most prolonged 
and aggravating state of suspense. The freedom from thraldom, 
therefore, which I now experienced, was at first difficult to belie 
and many days passed before I possessed an entire consdousoeaa 
having regained the power of independent action." 
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On tlie fourth day they arrived at Pisco, wliero the 
governor, after examining the viceroy's hcense, gave 
him an hospitable reception. Here they were to take on 
board a quantity of brandy, which waa a slow and difG- 
cnlt undertaking, as it waa contained in jars of twenty 
gallons and was sent off in lannches and had to be hoist- 
ed over tlic ship's sides in an open roadstead at tlie im- 
minent risk of breaking, from the rolling of the ship. 
The knowledge possessed by the crew of the nnnsual 
value of every man, owing to their feeble number, and 
tlio impossibility of supplying the loss should any one 
desert, led them to presume upon attempting a measure 
which would have subverted all discipline and endan- 
gered the safety of ship and cargo. This was the 
bringing on board a jar of brandy to be held in their 
own possession. My father was on shore at the time, 
but Mr. Pinkham, seeing the man with it, very judicious- 
ly tried to persuade him to give it up, promising it 
should be dealt out to them in proper rations. This 
they would not submit to, and sworo they would do as 
they pleased with their own liquor. Perceiving remon- 
strance to be in vain, Mr. Pinkham very properly 
knocked the jar out of the fellow's hands, which broke 
. it and spilled all the brandy. 

"The most ftbmive lan^age tbca foUowed and the mnliny bo- 
ftCflme general. In the cvunitig I received a note by one of tlie sUore 
Klboals, detailing (hcsc tranaoctioDS and tbe continued insubordination 
J of Ibe crew. It was too late to go on board that evening, and I had 
KAonEequentlj time to resolve in my mind tlie most prudent and 
■judicious mode of proceeding. I was offered a file of soldiers, to 

ke 09 manyof tbe men on shore oa I chose and Lave tbemwiiipped; 

It though this could easily be done, It would only tend to incrcaae 
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the difflcully itLen we should be beyond the reach of such aid. ft 
wns obvioua llint, to secure any further services from tbcso men, rJiey 
must be subdued by Ihc cftorts of myself and officers ulone, oiid cost 
whnt It might, I dolomiiiicd to try the issue, and convince them llial 
tbere could be but one miistor to the Beaeer. Accordingly, on going 
on board and finding my officers ready to second me (all work oii 
board continulag to be suspended), -we detennucd that seizing up 
the riagleailer to the shrouds and giving him a good whipping be- 
fore tbe whole crew would be Ihe readiest and best way of settling 
Iho difliculty. Bui if llie men made the resisUince that was appre- 
hended, the attempt might be attended with serious consequeitces. 

" Having loaded our pistola and prepared the requisite seizings, I 
called the ringleader, by name, to come aft. which he readily obeyed, 
no doubtwith the espcctation of being supported by his comrades. 1 
nsked him bow he had dared to speak 1o the officer of tbe ship in the 
insolent raanncrbe hod done? Hercplied that the officer bad broken 
his jar of brandy, and he'd he damned if he or any one else should 
do any more work until it was made up to him. I then turuod to 
the mates and told Ihem to sciac bim up to the rigging, whereupon 
llie crew, wlio had been watching ns from the forecastle, bcgaii mor. 
iog aft in a body. I, therefore, immediately took a pistol in eodi 
hand, and meeting Ihem balf-way, leisurely laid a ropo across the 
deck, and threatened with instant death any man who should dare 
to cross il. This had the desired effect. - No one had the temerity 
lo try me. The fellow was whipped till be begged for meroy and 
promised never to bebnve amiss again; and, indeed, he wns ever af- 
ter an orderly, good man. With my pistols still in hand, I then 
went forward and peremptorily ordered the men lo their duty on 
pain of like punishment to any one who refused. I allowed them 
no lime for consultation, but calling them by name, ordered them 
immediately on various parts of ship's duty. Not one of them 
saw lit even lo hesitate, and they were ever after as orderly a crew 
as I could desire. 

" Having now passed a week at Pisco, and taken on board sii; litm- 
dred Jars of brandy and wine, we sailed for Guancbaca, and thus 
demonstrated that this part of the coast was not in a state of block- 
ade in the true and legilimate acceptance of that term." 
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At Guaiicliaca tlio question was pat at iinal rest hy 
an netiial meeting witb ft Chiliaii brig of war, which sent 
a boat oa board with a request that the captain of the 
£eavei' would come on board with liia papei-s. 

After half an hour's conversation with Captain Spry 
(with whom lie had become acquainted at Valparaiso), 
my father convinced him that it would be very unwise 
to molest him, lie, therefore, endorsed his register, 
and sent liim back to his ship with friendly wishes. 
From Gnanchaca he proceeded to Malabrigo and thence 
to Pacasmayo, finding the merchants at every port anx- 
ious to avail tliemeelvea of the opportunity to freight 
goods to Callao. On tlie 19th of May, having taken on 
board a cargo exceeding thirteen thousand quintals, 
whidi brought the ship's chainwales almost even with 
the water, he sailed for CalJao. Being anxious to learn 
the state of afFaire before venturing too near, he looked 
in at Guaeho, and, seeing an English brig lying there, 
sent a boat to obtain information, which returned with 
Intelligence that the Chilian squadron had left the bay 
nearly a month previous, and there was no impediment 
to entering. 

' The arrival at Callao of so large a cargo of wheat and 
rico was an auspieiona event for the people of Lima. 
Precisely three months had elapsed since his departure, 
and, by the snecessful accomplishment of tho voyage, the 
fact was demonstrated that there was no cause to appre- 
hend that tho supply of breadstuffs would be cut off by 
a Chilian blockade. The earnings of the ship during 
this period exceeded $20,000, payable immediately on 
landing tho cargo. Tiie viceroy appeared now, for the 
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first time, to appreciate the great advantage derivable 
from neutral commerce. He gave my fatlier a most 
cordial and flattering reception, complimented liim tipou 
the boldocsa manifested in disregarding Lord Cochrane's 
proclamation of blocliadc, and declared liis readiness to 
give him a license to go to any part of the coast lie 
pleased. 

After so many years of adversity the turning-point 
seemed at last to have been reached, and surely if ever 
mcccss was wou by bidl-dog tenacity of purpose and un- 
flinching courage, botJi moral and pbyaica), it was so in 
his case. 

It is delicioiisly refreshing to read a letter from bim 
which forms snch a contrast to the gloomy tone wliieli 
had so long pervaded liis correspondence as the fol- 
lowing: 

" "Lima, June 32. 1819. 

"At length, my dear wife, 1 have the deligbt of convejipg to you 
the cheering intelligcnco that my affairs arc prosperiiig even beyond 
my espcctations. The ebb, tvhich has been setting so many yean 
and BO strong against me, eeemed to have descended to its loweat 
point about this time liiet year, since which there has been a gradual 
flood, till my arrival from my voyage coastwise, when the number 
of favorable events which have bcca crowded into a small space 
leads me to be apprehensive that fortune really intends to yield lo 
him who has courted her so long. 

"Of the number of neutral vessels lying here at the time Lord 
Coohranc's proclamation was issued, mine is the only one wliich has 
dared bid deOancc to it in pursuing the plan I hod marked out be- 
fore it was issued. I have aecomplished it successfully, and by the 
great rise in the price of wheat shall rcalUe an advantage for myself 
of about $10,000, 

"I had DO eipectalion that my adventure to Valpariuso would 
yield more than sufBcient to pay my debts there; hut, hy very di- 
rect Information, I have scarce a doubt it has yielded a proSt o{ 
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$8000 or $10,000. I had $5000 specie oq board the Mheedonian. 
bound for China, iit thu time that all the money destined for that 
vessel was BCized by Lord Coclirane. I expected mine iiad gone in 
the gcDCrol sweep, but Bad tliat the evidence given of it being mine 
vros so satisfactory that Ihey declined taking it. 

" These ilema, added lo other operations of minor magnitude, giro 
me a property of about $40,000, acquired since my flrst arrival in 
Lima. Add lo this the most flattering reception from tlie viceroy, 
and nsanrance that ho would grant mc permission to go to any part 
of the coast I pleased— a permission which, from tlie little competi- 
tion, must soon enable me to lade the ship with the produce of the 
country, and which, taken to Europe or live United States, will be 
equal to replacing the original capital, with the addition of premium 
and interest. 1 linow not with whom I Bhall have to account for 
tlie voyage on my arrival, as Mr. Ajstor has abandoned to the under- 
writers; but. even if I aUould again be unfortunate, if they possess 
imy generous feelings they cannot fail to acknowledge that Uiere 
bos been no want of persovoraucc and industry on my part. While 
I was on my passage from Pacasmayo to this port the frigate Maee- 
donian had been hero, aud proceeded down the coast in search of 
mo. We missed each other, and liiis I regret escecdingly, not so 
much from the expectation of any advantage her presence hero 
would have produced, as from having failed in receiving those let- 
ters from home which the notoriety of her destination, not less Ihaa 
Uie port from whence she sailed, induces the belief were on board. 

"During my various peregrinalioos I Lave never at any time 
been so long without hearing from you. I am glad this is not the 
case with you, as the frequent opportunities by which I have writ- 
ten must present you n letter every two or three months. 

" With a view of realizing some properly without delay, not less 
than the hope of affording you the means of gratifying every wish 
to be compassed by money, I have made arrangements for a largo 
sum at Valparaiso, iu addition to the profits on my adventure there, 
amounting together to between |30,000and $40,000. This property 
I have ordered remitted either to Stephen Williams, of London, or 
to Samuel G. Perkins & Co., of Boston, whichever can be done 
moat advantageously, to he held subject lo the control of William 
or George Cleveland. I now write George on the subject; and, af- 
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itr be lias pnid aiims to Ibe nmoiint of about $13,000, I desired liim 
lo place the remainder at jour diapoaul. Tou will llierefore. mj 
d(«r wifo, probably bnvo tlio control of about $25,000. With the 
wholo of this money, believe me, you can do notbiag that can diB- 
plcase me. It W.. or O., or M., or H.. or 8. want it, give it, or any 
portion of it, to them if you think propiT. If you choose to spend 
it in the cmbellisLmcnt of the estate, do so. Intlced, mj dear, if yoa 
should throw it away, only let me know the doing so Las nffordrf 
you pleasure, and I will approve of the act. I have no other with 
than to express lo you in inlclligible terms that property is only val- 
uablo to me in proportion as it contributea to your happiness. 

"I shall sail again to-morrow for Pisco, there to lade with brandy 
for llie port I was at last, and touching here on my way down, Ibeo 
lo return with a cargo of wheat and rice. I hope to perform this 
voyage in less than three months, and with a profit of $40,000 for 
the ship and $10,000 for myself. 

" I hope lo meet you before Iho expiration of the year 1820, but 
whellicr I shall return by way of China or from hence to Europe 
and the United States, is a matter of great uncertainty. 

' ' I could almost immediately return with a decent competency, 
and with a prospect of giving satisfaction to the owners of the ship; 
but at the present moment everything concurs to give me almost the 
monopoly of the trade of this coaat — to present so hrillianl a pros- 
pect that not to take advantage of it, to give over tlio chose when 
fortune is bo near within my grasp, would be an evidence of imlje- 
cility so glaring, a want of enterprise so inconsistent with my char- 
acter, tiiat I nm confident, although the object should bo alone that 
of meeting you, you could not fail to experience mortiftcation 

" I am now on the point of sailing, and, from the careless ma 
in which this letter is written, you will perceive I am hurried. 
deed, to perform the duties of master and supercargo of such a ship 
as the Bfaj>tr, without even a clerk, requires great industry 
common voyage, but much more when tlie property is turned 
often. My various speculations on my private account have gii 
me so much more property thin I can employ in my privilege 
the ship that for some time I have had a considerable sum lying by. 
If 1 had had any intelligent, trusty young man withmelcoutdhavA 
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put him in the wny of making his fortune nrni ai3diag greatly lo 

" I fully intended to have written to the dear hoya, hut, having 
noglectod to do it till lliora is no longer time, I will prepare a letlcr 
for them, and likewiso eomplele for you the narraliTe of Iho miir- 
vellous adveoturcs oE R J. C, already heguu, and send them both 
hy the first good opportunity. 

"Of (lie polilieal state of this country, it differs very Utile from 
'what it was at Ihis time Inst year. The republicans have the as- 
cendency at sea, hut, as their opponents have laid hy all their ship- 
ping, tlicre is no chance of making prizes; consequently the main- 
tenance of tbeir ships must come from themselves, and Iheir resources 
are not competent to it for any lenglli of time. How the business 
Tvill end time only can determine, hut the method taken hy Iho Eng- 
lisU commanders of the Chilian ships to make converts to republi- 
canism, that of first stripping them of their propertj', seems to have 
produced a contrary effect. A want of acliTiiy. a want of enter- 
prise, a sluggishness in forming plans and an eternity in executing 
them, prove that these people are the legitimate descendants of ihoso 
of whom, more than two centuries past, tlio other Europeans used 
to say, 'Let death come from Spain,' implying thereby that it would 
be so long in coming that nothing need be apprehended from it. 

»" Adieu, my dear wife. May death neither come from Spain nor 
Wy otiier quarter till we have had one more embrace. My love to 
Qie boys and all the family, 
" Tours, as ever, laoBt affectionately, HicaiRD." 

Hia next operation waa to cliartei" tlie sliip for a 
four-montlis' voyage on tlie coast, at 810,000 per moTitli. 
Tliifl voyage — to Iliiasco and Pacaamayo, aiid tlicnce to 
Valparaiso and back to Callao— was encceBBfolIy per- 
formed, althougli lie was brought to on the way to Val- 
paraiso by a Chilian 64-gnn ship, bearing the flag of 
Admiral Elanco, who, on being satisfied that the ship 
had been chartered and laden on English aceonnt, al- 
lowed him to go on withont molestation. 
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Tlie following letter from Vfilparaiso evinces that he 
appreciated the importance of taking the tide in his af- 
fairs at the ilood,aiid w.ia making the most of bis op- 
portunities : 

" Valpahaiso, January 19, 1820. 

" I shall sail from here to-tnorrow for Ca^llao with a full cargo of 
wheat for account of Ibe charterer of the ship. After unlading mj 
ship and eetlliag my aSairs it is moBt probable I sbolt proceed lo 
Guayaquil, and lade the ship ivith cocoa for Europe or the United 
BtBtes, and determine which at Rio Janeiro, where I fiball stop on 
my woy. While fortune seems propitious I am giving her such aa 
opportunity of evincing her favora aa appears to astonish the na- 
tives. In addition to attending to the duties of my own ship I have 
purchased Uie ship Oeean, of three hundred and sixtj-flve tons, and 
despalchetl her with n cargo of wheat for Callao; one half of the 
fine ahip Zephyr, at three hundred and sixty tons, and have char- 
tered the Swedish ship I>rotiingen, at five hundred tons, all loaded 
with wheat for my private account. My espcctation of emolument 
is not so much from profit on the wheat as from the advantageous 
employment of the ships; and should the demand for them at Lima 
be equal to what it was when X left there, I shall realize a handsome 
fortune. Indeed, if I were na sanguine as I was in my younger days, 
I should say it was certain; but, alas! I have been loo severely 
taught the uncertainty of everything mundane not to he prepared 
for disappointment. . . . 

"The Chilian navy is now entirely commanded and officered liy 
English adventurers, men of deaperat* fortunes, who, under the 
mask of giving freedom to this country, are in pursuit of their own 
fortunes, and regardless of moans of thoir attainment. If it wa« 
not that we have a frigate in this neighborhood, no American vessd 
could navigate here with safety." 

On his return to Callao, having snccesBfully accom- 
plished the object for which the ship was ch.irtered, he 
fonnd he liad the control of eo large an amount of 
property for acconnt of the owners of the leaver, be- 
sides the handsome foitnne lie had accnmulated for 
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himself, that he felt jnstiiied in making immediate prep- 
aration8 for returning home. Indeed, the condition of 
the ship indicated hnt too clearly that she would, ere 
long, be incapable of making the passage. He therefore 
contracted for a cargo of cocoa, to be taken on board at 
Gnayaquil, and busied liimself with settling his affairs 
and making arrangements for the employment of the 
other ships in his service. 

On the 13th of March he sailed for Guayaquil, and 
on the 10th of April writes to his wife from that place 
fts follows : 

"Geiataquil, AprillO, laSO. 

" I came lo tliis pkce wilh tlio oxpeclalion ot ladiug willi cocon 
for the I7mtcd StalM, for which piirpoaa I had cootracled with a 
merchant of Lima, to lio delivered to me here, hut am dlaappointcd. 
A sudden and uoexpectcd demand Las put it out of the power of 
the agent liere to fulfil the contract, and with about two tliirds of 
a cargo I am on the point of returning lo Cotlao, in hopes of making 
up the remainder there. If I succeed I may bo with you as Boon as 
you receive this; hut whether I am or not, I ought to make you ac- 
quainted with the state of my affairs. 

" The ship Drotlingen,, by which I send this tia Europe, is loaded 
with cocoa, entirely on my account— a cargo wliich cost upwards of 
180,000— of which I risk only one half, the other half being on t6- 
ipondentia. Her supercargo, Mr. Coit, wOl forward this to you from 
Europe. 

"I am proprietor of one half the fine ship Zephyr, of Providence, 
for which I gave Itu.OOO. This ship is now engaged in a profitable 
freighting business on the coast of Peru. The proceeds of these 
freights will be deposited in safe hands in Lima, so that there will 
he nothing but tho ship at risk till the closing of the voyage via 
China, Europe, or the Uniled Stales. 

" I am likewise owner of one half the ship Ocean, of three hun- 
dred and uxty-five tons, which cost me $TSOO. This ship had a 
freight nf $18,000, engaged from hence to Callao, but the governor 
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here has thought proper to throw obstacles in the way of her pro- 
ceeding, and she must therefore remain here till I can get an order 
from the viceroy for her release! She will be advantageously em- 
ployed in freighting on this coast, and is commanded by my former 
mate, Mr. Pinkham. 

*'I have likewise an interest of $15,000 in the voyage of the brig 
Macedonian, Captain E. Smith, to China and back to Callao. As 
this cargo will be introduced into Lima on very favorable terms, the 
prospect is very flattering. She is expected back in three or four 
months. In the Beaver I shall have on board for my own account 
about eight tons of cocoa and eight or ten thousand dollars in specie. 

*' Thus, my dear wife, you will perceive that if I have done well 
for my owners I have not done less for myself, and if I arrive safe 
it may fairly be presumed there will be no necessity for navigating 
more. May the joyful day of our meeting soon arrive, when there 
will be no alloy of anticipated separation." 

Keturning to Callao, it was found necessary to dis- 
charge part of the cargo, in order to recalk the ship 
before proceeding to sea. This being accomplished, 
and the ship ready for sea, he sailed for Kio Janeiro 
on the evening of March 11, 1820. 



CHAPTER Xm. 



' Hecnpilulnlion of the Occurrences of Three Yeara.— Letter from the 
Underwriters, and His Reply.— Homo Again. — Disgraceful Con- 
duct of the National Inautanca Company. 

Thkee years had now elapecd since his departnre from 
New York, and in all that time he had received no tid- 
jiigs from his family. A packet of letters had heen sent 
to him by the ir'ig^te Macedonian, but the chaplain who 
Lad it in charge had died on the passage, the package 
was not left at anj port where lie might have found it, 
and as tJie frigate failed to fall in with him the letters 
only reached him several montJia after his retnrn home. 

A recapitulation of the leading events in his esperi- 
encc since the seizure of liis ship may here be appropri- 
ately introduced. 

After all the property intrusted to his charge had 
beeu taken from him and he had suffered all the an- 
guish incident to such a situation, Aggravated by the 
efforts of his captors to make his situation so nncom- 
fortahle as to force him to abandon the attempt to re- 
cover it, he had finally succeeded by persistent effort in 
recovering the ship and a remnant of the cargo. Within 
a twelvemonth of the time of her restoration he had 
employed her so advantageously as to have paid all the 
expenses of repairing, revictnalling, and renianning lier, 
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NeTT York, nearly or quite equal in value to the original 
capital, besides specie more than enough to defray all the 
expenses of the ship np to the time of licr arrival in 
New York ; and, in addition, a clear and legitimate claim 
on the Spanish government for the original amount of 
cargo and damages. All this for the sole account of the 
cwnera of the Heaver. 

For himself — having before the restoration of the 
ship bogim a speculation at Valparaiso which laid the 
foundation of further operations — he had succeeded in 
acquiring such a property as the most successful accom- 
plishment of his original plans would not have produced. 

To have tlias turned defeat and disaster into victory, 
and the achievement of a greater success than was origi. 
nally anticipated for the voyage, was surely a sufficient 
cause for self-gratulation atid the anticipation of a moat 
gratifying reception from the owners, whoso interests 
he Lad thus carefully guarded. 

It was, therefore, with no small degree of surprise 
'when, on the point of sailing, that he received from 
the underwriters a peremptory order to return immedi- 
ately homo with the ship. They acknowledged at the 
same time the receipt of his letter of August previous, 
informing them that the ship was earning $10,000 per 
month, and as she would hardly be worth that sum her- 
self iu New York, the inference was unavoidable that 
they felt donhtful of his honesty. The revulsion of 
feeling excited by tliis implication is manifested in tlio 
following letter, which he wrote in reply, and sent np 
by the pilot-boat on arriving in New York, before going 
on shore himself. 
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'•LmA,Jwne8, 1820. 

"To THE OwBERB OP THE SmP 'BeAVEK'; 

" (?«n(tewwn,— When on Iho point of leaving tliia for New York I 
received (via Panama) jour letter of Jniuiary 20, uliimo, in which 
is implied apprehensions relatife to your properly under my charge 
■which surprise and morlify me. Your anxiety to bring this ' long- 
pending concern to a close,' however great, cannot surpass mine. 
Indeed, gentlemen, if the whole amount of property I have acquired 
for you was to be the recompenae of an additional month's absence 
from my family, to that which I have considered limited by duly, I 
should hold such fortune too dearly purchased by such sacrifice. 

" From the information I possessed of the little value of ships in 
New York I did not suppose the Boater would sell for more than 
enough to defray the espenae of delivering lior there, and concluded 
tliiit if I would consent to risk the loss of my time in the business of 
freighting, the owners of Iho Bfacer could not fail to consent to risk 
a ship which circumstances rendered of so little value. 

" The peremptory order conveyed in your letter above-named is 
not less evidence of erroneous judgment on luy part than of excess- 
ive alarm for the safety of the properly on yours. My various let- 
ters by the China and Drottingtn, from Guayaquil, and by the Tyne, 
from this place, each enclosing a bill of lading of the cargo shipped 
on board llie Beaver for your account, and bound for New York, 
will afford you convincing evidence of my having anticipated your 
wishes, or rather order*, tat closing this Inng-pending concern, 
They will likewise show you that, in the spuce of twelve months 
from my first Bailing from Callao, I had created a capital sufficient 
to lade the Btaixr with a cargo whose value iu Europe will exceed 
9100,000, besides defraying all the expenses of the ehip for the time. 
In not having accomplished this before jour patience was c-thausled 
I hope forgiveness, and expect it not less from the consciousness of 
■having acted with a view to your approbation than of my belief of 
' your acceding to the axiom that ' to err, is human; to forgive, di- 
^ Tine.' 

'■ I have on board for your account 840,456 pounds of cocoa, bc- 
L Bides which there will be a balance in your favor of live or sis thoii- 
I'.'iand dollars, which I shall bring in specie. 

"I have the honor to be, gentlemen, willi nil the respect due from 
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subject to orJcrs to tboso from 'whom 

Tour most obcdbnt," etc. 

To appreciate fully tlie force of the sting wliicli liad 
elicited siicli a response as tlio above it is necessary to 
bear in inind llie fact that tlio voyage from tbe outset 
was of Ilia own planning, and its management bad been 
of necessity left to liis own discretion. After ttie eom- 
pleto destrnction of all the hopes, anticipations, and in- 
tentions which Jiad originally been formed or indulged 
ill regard to its results by the seizure of the ship 
at Talcalinana, it was still less than before in the 
power of the owners to give him any directions or even 
advice. 

Ilia subsequent inanngcment could not have been con- 
ducted with greater zeal, pertinacity, or cocrage, bad lie 
been the only one interested in the retrieval of tbe prop- 
perty, and to the persistent urging of Iiis demand npon 
the authorities at Talcahnana and Lima the fitial rever- 
sal of the decree and restoration of tiie property was 
due. The ability and independence he had exhibited 
tlironghont the wliole course of the affair afforded the 
best possible evidence of the wisdom originally exhibited 
iu intrusting it to liim, and were such as could not have 
been reasonably expected, and certainly would rarely 
have been found, in one who was merely acting under or- 
ders. It is difficult, therefore, to conceive a more pain- 
ful position, to a Gcrisitivo man, than that in which lie 
was placed by receipt of snelt an order at the moment 
when his heart was glowing with the anticipation of 
the well-earned approbation of those for whose interests 
bo had labored so liai-d and suffered so inucb. It must 
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be borno in mind tliat tbe officers of tlie Nation- 
al Insurance Company, to whom tlie eliip liad been 
abandoned, were strangers to my father, having no 
other than a pecuniary interest in the result of the 
enterprise. 

To Mr. Astor Jie wrolo a very long letter, accom- 
panied with a clear and exact account of all his trans- 
,tactions, in which he says : 

I cannot beliero that }'ou Lnrc at any time catortaiced a doubt 
of my ever being actuated in tbia busincsa by otlier Ibnn tbe moBt 
honoriible molivea, but 1 am aware tbnt in a voyn^ invcilved in bo 
mucU intricacy aa ibia, bo mucli at variance witti tbo original in- 
GtruclionB, and so peculiarly marlied by vicissitude of bad and good 
fortune some elucidation would necessarily be required and, there- 
fore, lest accident should prcTcot a verbal explanation, I bave 
tbought proper {not less for my own Batisfaclion than for yours) to 
make tbe following Gtalement " 

Tliis statement is a Btunmary of all that he had accom- 
plished and A rendition of the award of the tribunal of 
appeal establishing the claim on the government of 
Spain for the "full amount of damage arising from ioss 
of property, loss of time, and loss arising from tbe de- 
'■ptruction of one of the most flattering enterprises ever 
iidertaken from the United States. 



lur claim for tbcse lOBsea amounts to $408,706, aa its cor- 

ectness is indispuiitble, and, tbercfore, must be paid; as I sball be 

it lesB instrumental in Ibe recovery of tlie properly by ILe oircum- 

10 of placing my opponents in tbe wrong, Iban in. its augumcnta- 

1 by placing it where its value was so much enhanced, there can 

o doubt of my being entitled to the same cominisBiun on the 

mount recovered that I should have received if I bad praseculed 

Bie voyage without interruption." 

w 
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Tbo following letter to luy mother requires no es- 
planation : 

"Smp 'Beateb' (Tbe Highlands of Ncversinfc in sishi), 
•■ October 5, l&iO. 
"My Dear BT/V,— To-morrow I sliall probably he in New Torb, 
oace more in the land of freedom, and I liope to bid fareweU— a 
long fnroKell — to tho toila of [he ocean. In conformitj with my 
cufltom and with Uint method and consistency of which I know you 
to be an advocate, I prppore a letter to go lo the post-office wilh the 
ship's letters, Ihut Qot a moment may bu lost in advising you of mj 
arrival, 

"Our passage round Cape Horn was attended wtlh nothing ei- 
traordinary or lerriflc. The absence of the buu rendered it extreme- 
ly gloomy, and as we happened to be tliere just at the change of the 
rooon the nights were very dark and tedious. We used to breakfast 
by candle-light at half-past eight, and to sec the sun set at half-past 

" We, however, made a very tolerable passage for a loaded ship, 
arriving at tbe beautiful port of Rio Janeiro on the 14th of August 
More than three years had now elapsed since leaving home, and dur- 
ing tJiat extended period I had not received a line from my family 
or from any one who could give me any account of them. My Drat 
step, therefore, was to call on the American houses to see if Ihcy had 
not letters for me, but, alost I found none from my family, nor was 
there one among the masters or consignees who could give mc any 
account of them. You will, therefore, naturally imagine, my dear. 
that my mind was filled with the most gloomy forebodings, and tbat 
I accounted for not receiving letters by the repugnance nriwng 
conveying diaastroua intelligence. 

"With such diBconraging impressions, I was busily engaged 
preparing to bend my course to that eoiintry whore I once had 
homo — tho esistence of which now seemed extremely doubtful — 
when, two days before my departure, the Fanny arrived from New 
York and brought me a letter from my dear wife, one from Lucy. 
and one from George, all dated so recently as June — only about 
seventy days before. As the fond mother with distracted anxiety 
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watches for the restoration of suspendud animalloQ io a beloved cliild, 
and IB incapable of eaprcsaing her joy on llie uppeaiance of return- 
ing life, BO was tbe transition in the wind of your husband, from the 
most deep-loncd anxiety to ease, joy, and tranquillity of mind, not 
less intense or less capable ot being expressed. 

I "Ishail meet yon more aatlEficdwltli myself tlian I have ever been 
before. I doubt whether my voyage has any parallel id tie annals 
of navignlion. It presents not the brilliancy of victory, but it is a re- 
treat which ought to be equally creditable to the ability of the com- 
mander. Yet I am not without apprehcnEioos that the owners will con- 
sider my cliarges indicative of my setting too high a value upon mj 
services, and may see fit to dispute them. It Is likewise doubtful If they 
arenot jealous of what I have done for myself and may wish to share 
In it, in which case tbey will discover that the man who has so pcr- 
severingly and successfully defended their property, will not allow 
any infringement on hia own. I must necessarily bo detained two or 
three days in New York before I can set out for Lome, and it is very 
doubtful wbetLer Hie owners will be disposed to grant me any indul- 
gence, but may insist on vxj remaining until the ship is unloaded. 
Id this case I shall not shrink from llie dictates of imperious duty. 
The fact ia, I have written them two very sharp letters on the sub- 
ject ot the terms in which they conveyed to me the orders for my 
return, and it ia uncertain how they will receive liiem. 

"I intend to despatch immediately one or two ships for Lima, 
cither from New York, Providence, or Boston. Perhaps William 
would like to take charge ot an expedition to that quorter of the 
world. I suggest it, that he may have time to think of it. If there 
was a certainty that all the properly I have afloat would be returned 
in safety there would be enough for Ijoth ot us, but the embarrass- 
ments we have witnessed shouid teach us that we ought not to al- 
low a favorable opportunity to pass till we possess something more 
stable and permanent. 

■' I am now in imagination at Lancaster with my wife, my chil- 
dren, brothers, sisters, and friends, and, while seated at the parlor 
window, alternately glancing at the group within and the beautiful 
autumnal scenery without, what associations, what recollections will 
not be roused by heating from your piano the uol^a of ' Ella Rosen- 
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licrg,' 'Ilenry'B Collage JIaid,' *Tlic Plowera of tlie Forest, 'elc! 
Aliis! my dear wife, can those wlio know care, danger, and toil odIj 
by name, aod wliom fortuno lias always Dursed ia the lap of euse, 
form aoy iden of the luxurlotia enjoyments wLicli are crowded into 
short spaces on such occasions! 

"But enough of paper convorantions. This, I hope, closes oui 
epistolary corrL-spondmiec. JDnsmuch as I flatter inyself with not be- 
ing ogaiu aoparated fi'om you," 

Tlio feelings of doubt and anxiety witli j-egai'd to Hie 
reception lie would meet, in making liis lirst call npon 
the gentlemen at the insurance office, were speedilj' dis- 
pelled and in the most agveeable manner. On being in- 
troduced to the president, Fred. Be Peystcr, Esq., lie rose 
to meet bint with both bands extended, and bis conntc- 
nance beaming with tbe kindest expresaiona, na if anxious 
only to do away with all apprehension of want of Eym- 
pathy or failure to recognize tbe vaiuo of bis services. 

With a voice full of emotion be Jicknowledged the 
receipt of hie letter, and expressed ids full appreciation 
arid respect for tbe feelings it betrnycd. He tlianked 
him for what he bad done for tbe company, and, al- 
tbougli not authorized to speak definitely of pennniaiy 
remuneration, asanred him it would bo awarded to liiin. 
Tbe sincerity with which my father assured bim, in re- 
ply, of the gratification afforded bim by this friendly re- 
ception will not be doubted, and tbe sense of relief he 
experienced was soon greatly enhanced by tbe congratu- 
lations be received from leading members of tbe mer- 
cantile community — strangers as well as friends — who 
complimented him upon tlie snceess he had achieved. 
Several of the stoctbolders of tbe insiii'ance company ex- 
i their sense of tbe obligation they were nndcr to 
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him, and an old and liiglily respected merchant,* who 
had retired from business with an ample fortune, Baid 
to him, after tlie exchange of cn&tomarj salutations, 
" You have done well for the office. Yon have raised 
the value of its stock ten per cent. Ihcy cannot give 
yon less than $10,000." 

His mind being relieved by eneh abandant evidence 
of appreciation of his services, he took advantage of the 
time while the ship was nnloading to spend a week with 
his ffAiilj In Lancaster, Mass. 

On his retnrn ho learned that objection was made to 
Ills charge of ten per cent, on the net proceeds of 
freights, which he considered to bo no more than a Just 
proportion for the extra services rendered ; since, inde- 
pendently of obtaining the restoration o£ the ship in the 
manner related, he had procni-ed the freights and ne- 
gotiated all the business without the aid of a broker. 
And when Bometimes compelled to employ an agent to 
collect tlio amount rather than detain the ship, the 
commission paid for sncli services was not charged to 
aceoiiut of tho owners. Besides, had the graduation of 
his emoluments been made with any reference to what 
they would have been but for the seizure, they would 
have much exceeded the ten per cent, charge. 

These points were urged upon the gentlemen inter- 
(Bted, but were of no avail. Mr. Astor being in Eu- 
liope, his agent, had he been disposed to act liberally, 
I- ■would liardly Imve dared to be less exacting than the 
Vnnderwritera, and hence recourse was had to arbitration, 
I tlie result of which was a deduction of two and a half 
l^r cent, on liis charge. 

•Beajamin Bsiley, £«q. 
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With tills decision he felt that lie liad abundant canse | 
for dissatisfaction. Bat tmating to tiie repeated (ihongli ] 
unofficial) assurances of President De Pejster, of pecun- 
iary remaneratioii, lie refrained from mauifesting it, and, 
having submitted to tlie decision of tlie arbitrators, ho ' 
left the city for his home, not doubting that the prom- ^ 
ised remuneration would bo awarded him. 

A montJi passed, liowever. withoat a line from the 
office of the National Insurance Company, and so a sec- 
ond month, when be conid no longer doubt that ite fur- 
ther action on their part was intended. Indignant at ' 
snch treatment, and niortiSed at being tbns duped, he 
determined, at least, to give expression to the feelings i 
excited by their conduct. 

Accordingly, under date of Lancaster, December 23, 1 
1820, he addressed a letter to the president of the Na- 1 
tional Insnrauee Company, in wliick lie referred to hia 
communication of the 5th of October previous, ennmerat- ] 
ing the unusual services he bad rendered the eompany, in ] 
the recovery and sneeessful employment of the Beaver, 
and further remarked that, if lie had condescended to | 
make invidious comparisons, he could have proved that I 
what they considered to be an extra commission bore j 
no proportion to the e.\tra earnings of the Beaver over 1 
every other vessel then on the Pernvian coast, and this 
less from a conenrrenee of favorable circunistaucea than ' 
from his superior management. 

He reminded bim of his promise of remuneration, £ 
of its being repeated at a subsequent interview; which J 
promise be was dow forced to believe was made wtthJ 
the express design of throwing bim ofE his guard, in or>l 
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der tiie better to deceive liitn; and that tlic snctesB at- 
tending it liad been doubtless gratifying to all who 
shared tho two and a lialf per cent, tliua saved to the 
company. The letter closed with the remark that, 

"Ilad I conductoil your business with as little regard to the ob- 
servance of llie rula of 'duing unto others as wo would that Uicy 
should do unto us ' as h.ts been obscirod in this instance towards 
me, Uie result of the Beacef't voyage would have been very differ- 
ent from what it is." 

To this letter he never received a reply. 
I ,It ia only proper to add the following extract from 
^ my father's narrative: 

"It would bo doing injustice (o the venerable and respectable 
president of the company not to acknowledge that, although of ne- 
cessity he -wae the person to be olflcialiy addressed, I believe him to 
Lave been incapable of a mean or dishonorable act, and tliat when 
he made the promise alluded to he sincerely believed tlie directors 
would confirm it, as he knew they ought. Two of the directors ex- 
prc^ed to me their disapproval of the curtailment of my commis- 
sion, and a third said to me that he felt shame at being one of an 
association capable of such dishonorable conduet. But there was 
one individual among the directors whose great wealth gave him a 
preponderating influence in the affairs of the office. The greater 
deference paid to Ilia opinious was very perceptible, and it is protv 
itble that the president, tailing it for granted that a handsome com- 
pensation could not honorably be withheld, had the temerity to as- 
sure me of it l>e(ore consulting with him, and thus caused the do- 
feat of his intention." 

More than sisty years have passed since the ocenr- 
rence of the above transactions, and all the parties to it 
have long since departed from their earthly labors. 

At this distance of time there can be no impropriety 
in giving the names of tho individnals referred to. 
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TIio infinential director by wliom the president was 
oveiToled was tiiQ Honorable Pliilip Ilonc, and the one 
who expressed IlIs sense of shamo at tho action of tho 
company was Gardner Howland, Esq. 

Ab an interesting episode, and as exhibiting a phase 
of my father's diameter of which there is no hint in liis 
narrative, I may here appropriately introdnce an extract 
from one of liis letters to my mother, written from New 
York under date of Deeeinbcr 21, 1821, just one year 
after tlie time of the occnrreiices just narrated. 

Mr. Astor had then returned from Enrope, and my 
fatlier's business was with him, but, as will be seen, ho 
postponed the interview in order to attend the ordina- 
tion of the first Unitarian minister in New York, an 
event the importance of ivhiclj (whether for good or 
evil) in the minds of the religions world at that day 
few now living can recall, and no one can estimate by 
any criterion now in esistctico. 

■ ■ New ToRtt. Detamhcr 31, 1821. 
"I wroto you alinsly line ou ILie moruiiig oE my arrival here, and 
lUen nientioDcd to you that it was the (iny on ■which Mr. Ware was 
to be crdamed, but doubled whether I should atlcad. As tho day 
was rainy, however. I eoncltidcd the Louse would not he crowded; 
tliere waa no immediale nccessitj of seeing Mr. Astor, and the or- 
dination of the first Uoitarian minister in New Yorli might prove 
an epoeli in the history of the Cliureh, the retrospect of wbjch (wben i 
error and bigotry shall ho abolishod by tlio light of reason and truth, | 
of which this may be considered ILe dawn) will he viewed with great 
satisfaction and complacency, particularly by those who have maiu- 
lained it iu spite of popular clamor. These considerations deter- 
mined me to attend the ordination, where I was exceedingly grati- 
fied in witnessing the most solemn, sublime, and affecting st 
such ua were strikingly calculated lo contrast the notliingncsa and 
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iiuhccility of earUiIy pursuits witii tlioae profoundly grand and sub- 
lime ones which have God and Eternity for their object. The house, 
tliougb small, ivaa not more than two thirds filled. This was partly 
owing to the weather, but probably more to the apprehension of be- 
ing contaminftled. AInsI tiiey are ignorant of what Ihey Lave lost. 
The services were opened by an anlhem on a well-toned organ, ac- 
companied by a select choir, which was very good. The introduc- 
tory prayer by Mr. Taylor was suwwedtd by a hymn from the so- 
eiely'a collection. The eermon by Dr. Ware, from Acts sxviii. 33, 
was everyliing that would be expected from that distinguished 
scholar, evincing a dcplh of erudition, a profundity of thought, an 
independence of mind, and a consciousness of being guided nloni? I>y 
truth and reason, that carried persuasion and conviction along v.iiii 
it. Having progressed nearly through his sermon, he then nilUreseeJ 
liis son (the candidate) in a style so solemn and pathetic as cscced- 
ingly to affect the audience, and closed with recommending him to hia 
people. The ordaining prayer by Dr. Harris was very well, followed 
by a hymn said to liavc been composed by Mr. Fierpoint. The charga 
by Dr. Bancroft was very good, but its eiceUence was diminished by 
bad delivery. The right hand of fellowship by the brother of the 
candidate woa excellent, and not less nflectlug than the address from 
the father; indeed, the speaker himself was so far overcome that he 
proceeded with difBculty, and the audience sympathized with him. 
A concluding prayer by Mr. Pierpoint, and a hymn to the tune of 
' Old Hundred ' (in whicli I heartily joined) closed the iiitcresling 
services. This event has, as yol, been noticed by no other paper in 
the city than the Etcning I^tt." 
10* 




Fnilure to Secure tho Proceeds of Lia Advenlureg.— 

Axizmendi to Hamburg ond subscqueolly to Madrid. — Mr. 
Shaler Appointed Consul at Havann. — My Father Goes with 
him aa Vice-consul.— Death of Mr. Shaler.— Obtains an Office 
in BoHloD Custom-IIuuae. — Takes up his Besidencc with mc, 
and Dies in my Housu at tbe Age of Eighty-ssvcn. 

The voyage just narrated, in tiio Beaver, was tlio last 
of a series of voyages to most parts of the tiabitable 
globe, during it period of twenty-four years, in various 
kinds of craft, from the boat of twenty-five tons to ihe 
Indiauian of a thousand tons, and, ae will have been 
seen, on the most laborions and hazardous enterprises. 

A remarkable fact, which is well worthy of notice, is 
that during that long period, soma portion of which 
was passed in the most sickly climates of the globe, my 
father never lost but three men of his crew — two l)y 
fever, after leaving Batavia, and one by a fall from tbe 
masthead. Although he was repeatedly at sea for five 
months on a single passage, he was never under the ne- 
cessity of putting his men on allowance of provisions or 
water; and to this circumstance, combined with guard- 
ing them from unnecessary fatigue and exposui-o, he 
was probably indebted for tho liappiness of escaping, 
not only that terrible scourge to seamen on long voy- 
ages, the scurvy, but almost all other kinds of sickness. 
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Some of liis experiences subsequent to the voyage in 
the Beaver are so eounected with it that the story would 
be incomplete if they were omitted, and I therefore give 
his own Account of tliem in Ihc following extract from 
Iiis published narrative: 

"In less than a year after my return to New York in the Beater 
I was desliacd ogAiu to seo swept off llic greater part of mj hard 
earnings, A most iinfortonatc enterprise to Qibrallar;* incompe- 
tcDl, scl&sh, and careless agents; aad, more than cither, a most 
elinmeful abuse of the confidenee I had placed in tlio commercial 
bouse at Lima, with wliicli I \ai\ heen so long doing huslness 
(Abodiu & Arizmcndi), were the euusea ot these misforluneB. 

" Soon after these reverses became known to my friends in Boston 
I met my highly eateemed friend, George Cabol, who. in hia happy 
manner, remarked to me ; 'You have cut a great deal of Lay, hut 
you have got it in very badly.' 

"Alas ! I felt most sensibly that it was too true. 

"The information of the revolution in Peru, of lie consequent 
confusion in the commerce of Lima, of the breaking-up of the house 
of Abadia & Arizmcndi, aod of the escape of the latter with a. large 
amount in aQver in an American brig for Manilla, was received hero 
not many months after my arrival. 

"During the vice-regal government no stranger of respoctahiiily 
ever visited Lima without enjoying Iho liospltaljly of Don Pedro 
Ahadia. Ho was eminently hospitable, urbane, and friendly; but 
although of superior education and extensive intercourse with man- 
kind, he was bigoted and priest-ridden. His talents and education 
and tbc extraneous circumstances of his being agent at Lima of tho 
Philippine Company, and of liis brother's being one of the cabinet 
of King Ferdinand, all combined to give him an influence with tho 
viceroy and cabildo unsurpassed by any other individua] iu the 
kingdom. This influence was oflen exerted for my advantage, or 
ratlier for tliat of tiio owners of the Beacer, which advantage was 
reciprocal, as it enabled mo to throw into the hands of his house 

"This refers to the voyage of the ship DroUiiigen, wLicb he had 
despatched for Gibraltar from Guayaquil. 
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many valuable conslgnraenls. It was Abadia w-ho gave to ll»e house 
llic clinmclcr of rcepectaliillty it possessed, niicl tbis was such ns to 
inapiro a degree of confidencewhieh secured to it almost escluavely 
Uio forelga liusiiiesa of tbc pUcc, 

"Don Jose de Arizmendi wns the active man of tile botisc — a man 
tcIio possessed the capacity of accomplisbmg much and vnrled ba^i- 
DC93 wilL a degree of despatch und skill very rarely scea among liie 
couutrymen. Wliile present ■with liim lie would conduct ILe buffl- 
ncEB with wbich bo was charged on fair, honorable, and libiTul 
prindples. By this semblance of bonealy I was deceived, and was 
induced to confide in Ihc house lo an extent which I discovered, 
when too lale, was entirely unmeriltd, and which vf*B attended nilli 
ruinous CDDsequenecs. 

" It was late in my Imnenctions with the house before I Icaroctl 
the peculiarity of the connection of llie pnrlners. Abadia's relation 
lo llie Philippine Company did not admit of liis engaging in a pri- 
vate mercantile house; hence, while a sharer in its advantages, he 
wa» exempt from its responsibilities; aud henco all the accounia 
and business documents were signed exclasively by Arizmendi. Bad 
these tacts been known, as they should have been, it would have 
tended greatly to dimiuish the general confidence in the house. 

"Lateialbesummer of 1823 mention was made in CDC of the Boa- 
ton papers of the arrival of Betior Arizmendi at Hamburg, in the 
Hotcof, of Salem, freighted with a rich cargo for his bccoQUI from 
Manilla. Aa I bad no doubt that this was my quondam friend, I 
flattered myself that by starling immediately I might reach Ham- 
burg before he left. Accordingly, in forty-eight Lours af^r receiv- 
ing the iuformnlion I wos on my way lo New Tork; and in thirty 
days moie I arrived at Hamburg via Liverpool, London, Harwich, 
and Cuxbavcn. But I had tbc morliflcation lo find that my labor 
was in vain, 

"Arizmendi had landed at Tcneriffe, and the cargo of the Si/tcoe, 
yet unsold, was so well covered in the name of a SeiSor Zavalela, a 
former clerk of Arizmendi, who swore the property belonged eaclu* 
sivcly to himself, that it could not be touched. 

"After passing four days at Hamburg, and, with llie aid of ODC of 
the most intelligent merchants of that city, being unable to effect 
anything, I Bet out on my return by the samo route I had come. 
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Fortuaatoly I arrived nl Liverpool just na the packet I came in was 
bauliDg' out of dock on lier return, and, embarking, I arrived at Kew 
York 00 tbu seven Iy-(liird day afler Icftviog tberc. 

" The following year (1824) I learned llint Sefior Abadia Lud ar- 
TiTed at 8t. Thomas, and immediately wrote liim on Lbe subject of 
my clflim upon his house. Tlie following copy of my letter will best 
explain the whole ina.lter: 

"Lakcabter, Maes., SepUniber 21, 18£i. 
"Don Pediio Abadia; 

"Dear Sir, — By a letter from our mutual friend, Mr. C— , licarn 
lliat nClcr many perils and some pecuniary embarrassment you Lave 
arrived safe at St. Thomas. On Ibis event permit me to offer you 
mymOBi hearty congratulalions. It was reported last year that you 
bad arrived at Porto Rico, and knowing that you possessed a coffee 
plantation there I thought this very probable, and directed several 
letters to jou there, some one of which you may bavo received. 
These letters were written with the hope of inducing you In use 
some effort or point out some means by whieh the confldenee I 
placed in Iho honor and integrily of your bouse should not be pro- 
ductive of mj nilD. Among various other items, you must he aware 
that a sum of J15,000, charged me in account, as shipped tor me on 
hoard the Maeedonian, and for ivhieh I hold duplicate acknowledge 
menla of Arizmendi, was never shipped. I will not attempt to de- 
Kribe my Dstonisbment, when, after a great lapse of time, I received 
letters from Captain Smith informing me Ihal I hod been deceived, 
and that no property had been shipped with him, either for my ac- 
count or tliat of your house. Independent of oilier sums, this 
amount, with five years' interest, will mskean aggregate of upwards 
of $30,000, as one item row due me from your bouse. Consider, 
my dear sir, that this is the fruit of very hard Inlwr in the most toil- 
some profession, and that on the possession or loss of it is dependent 
a life of ease and comfort with my family, or protracted absence, 
care, and toil for the rest of my life. 

" You informed Mr. C that Arinmendi saved about $300,000. 

I heard two years since of his arrival at Manilla with a largo prop- 
erly ; that last year he had there chartered Ihe brig Eoicoe, and with 
this property had arrived at Hamburg. In forty-eight hours nfier 
receiving this information I was on iny way to Liverpool, where I 
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nrrived early In October, awl proceeded iromcdiatelj to London, 
ond caused inquiries to be made of the Spanish Iiouees there if tiu? 
knew anylliing of Arizmendi. Tliej referred me to tho Londoa 
Thica. of Oclober 7 (only two daya before my arrival), in wliici! 
appeared ihe advertisement wliieli I send to Mr. C , to be for- 
warded to you. This ndvertiacment ivas sulBcient to account for 
Arizmcudl'a not venturiog up channel to accompiiny hia property lo 
Hamburg, I therefore proceeded to Hamburg, where I found no 
amount of sixty or scvenly thousand dollars of tho cargo of lie 
RoKoe in possession of a Mr. Zavaleta, ia whose name it liad been 
shipped at Manilla, who had accompaulcd it, and tvtio solemnly 
swore it belonged to him. Arizmendi had been landed at TeneriS«. 
I had then, and have now, no doubt tliiit this property belonged to 
Arizmendi ; but, unforluaately, I could produce no proof of it, and 
tliereforo my eflorla were of no avail, I wrote to a bouse at Teao- 
rifle, and received for answer that Arizmeudi remained there oaiy 
two or three days, and then embarked for the Continent. Tliis is the 
lost I have beard of his movements. He told Zavaleta he should 
assume some other name. In this cose I do not see how you can dis- 
cover where he is or how he can learn that you are at St. TLomaa. 

" I presume frora llie tenor of your letter to Mr. C that jou 

bavo no amount of property 'with you, and that not less on your 
own account than from a desire which I believe you to possess to 
do justice to your creditors, you will leave no eflort untried lo dis- 
cover the retreat of Ariimendi, and lo get that property from him, 
which, while withheld from the creditors of the house, will, how- 
ever undeserved, be considered not less dishonorable to the name 
and character of Abadia than to tliat of Arizmendi If there should 
be any audi chance for the recovery of the properly as would jus- 
tify the expense of my meeting you at St. Thomas and there taking 
your directions and power to settle with Arizmendi in Hurope, I 
would not hesitate to embark on such an esiwdiiioa; indeed, I 
would even proceed to Lima, it you liad any property remaining 
there which there was a fair chance of recovering." 

. ""Whether this letter was ever received by Abadia I have not been 
informed. Scarcely two months after writing it I received informa- 
tion which could be depended on that Arizmendi was at his pater- 
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ual resideace at Zarauz, in Ouipuscoa. I bad no hesitulion, tlierc- 
fore, ia embflrking in Decemlier, at New York, in a brig bound for 
Bordeaus. Arriving tliere in January, 1835, I proceeded via Ba- 
yonoe Passage and Yrun to St, Sebastian. From tbence a messeDger 
was sent to Zarauz, wlio soon rcltinicd witb information that Ariz- 
mendi waa at Madrid, and Willi llic name of tbe street where lio 
Tesided. Taking tlio diligcnix, I had tlie good-fortune to reach Ma- 
drid witLout being roblied, 

" The Best day I succeeded, not without much difficulty, in find- 
ing the person of wbom I had so loug been in pursuit, and nas 
actually once more in bia presence. Hud an apparition appeared to 
him he could not have exhibited greater evidence of astosishmeut 
and dismay; norwaa it until the expiration of some minutes that he 
iraa able to converee rationally. Unfortunately it rcquircii but little 
conversation to iiscerlaia that my efforts would prove to be unavail- 
ing aud that I could recover nolldug. He had succeeded in obtain- 
ing what in Spanish law is termed a ' moroloria,' which ia a security 
agninst molealatioa of person or property by creditorH for a certain 
period. His was for four years. Be begged me not to press my 
demand, declared that be had tlie cootro! of no property, and tlic 
wretchedly mean, dirty, and obscure lodgings he occupied would 
have sufficed to confirm the truth of such assertion if made by any 
but a very cunning man. But I had no faith in it, and therefore did 
not desist from the pursuit until saliafied by repealed conversations 
with !iim, and the best advice I could procure during a residence ot 

fortnight in Madrid, that there existed not o hope of obtaining 
nnylhiug. As some alleviation to my disappointment, so far as it 
tended to keep up hope, Arizmendi gave mo a power of allomey for 
the recovery of a large amount of property alleged to be due him 
from sundry merchants in the United States. From a cursory ex- 
amination of these claims I was led to believe that a considerable sum 
might be recovered,and I therefore flattered myself that there existed 
BOme chance of indemnification for my trouble and perseverance. 

" Burying my disappointment in the oblivion which screened such 
a multitude of its prtdecessors, 1 passed the lime very agreeably in 
Madrid in visiting the numerous objects of interest with which that 
city abounds. 

"The ci-!leton{ Viceroy of Peru, Don Joaquin dela Pczuela, hear- 
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ing of my being ia Hie cily, sonl a messenger to c 






is house, where be received mo ■with ihe cordiality- 
friend. Ho inquired how my various merenntilo operalioos had re- 
sulted, and cvioccd an interest in my affairs which was as pleasing 
ns it was uneipected. His inquiries for Captain Biddle and bis ei- 
preasiona of friendship for him were m:ide with an earnestness of 
manner which left no doubt of tlte esteem Rnd regard he cheriebed 
for thnt distinguished officer. To Iho hospitality of our worthy 
minister, Mr. Nelson, and to that of the family of Mr. Rich. I was in- 
debted for some of the most agreeable social hours I passed at Madrid. 

"Taking leave of my kind friends in Madrid, I relumed to Bor- 
deaux, and learning, on arriving there, that no opportuoilj for Ihe 
United States would offer for some weeks, I took the diligence for 
Paris, where, nfler passing a ■week. I proceeded to Havre, and look 
passage in the Edicard Qveanel for New Tork, and arrived there ia 
April, 1835. 

" The agency for the collection of another's debts is an unaccept- 
able service, and especially so when tliey arc of a description suscep- 
tible of controversy; but in this instance (here ciisted more than Ihe 
usual inducement, for I hoped thus to cancel the debt due me. Up- 
wards (if 1100,000 were claimed of a Boston merchant," the justice 
of which lie denied, and refused to pay any part of it. A demand 
on a merchant of Baltimore for a much less amount was equally 
imsuccessfui. The only debt acknowledged by the signature of the 
debtor was that of an old and intimate friend, f who could ill spare 
the money, and from whom it was very painful to mo to csnct itj 
but forbearance would have been a dereliction of duly, and wi 
have been no otherwise serviceable lo liim than to defer tie lime 
payment. Aocordingly I recovered from him an amount al 
equSil to one fourth of that due me from Arizmeudl. 

" When convinced that nothing more could be recovered under 
llie power of attorney, I wrote to Arizmendi under tiia assumed name 
of Don Fausto Corral, as agreed on, lo this effect, assuring him of 
my conviction that he would never obtain anything through the In- 
termediation of an agent, and that tlie only course which presented 
any prospect of hucccss was lo come lo this country end prosccuta 
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tlic business in person. Tliis, liowever, I did not believe lie mould 
tio on account of the large demttnds against his liouso which wero 
held here. 

'■ Nearly two years elapsed after wriling this letter, during which 
I heardnotliingfromorof him, when, suddenly and M'iihout any pro- 
tIous intimation to nny one, he made hia appearance in Boston, Qccom- 
iwnied'liy a acphcw,who, like himself, spoke do other than the Span- 
isU language. They were in very obscure ond ordinary lodgings, 
kept by aforelgner, which circumstance, combined with the fact tlmt 
llicy brought no letters, was evidence of their wiBli for coneealmenl. 

"I now felt a security and consequent esullation in the recovery 
ot my properly which I had not before experienced; indeed, I per- 
ceived no way in which it could bo eluded. But man's eliortsight- 
edncss is proverbinl. and scarce a day passes that it is not made self- 
evident. As Arizmendi was indebted f 10,000 to myself and Mr. 
C'nrriuglon, of Providence, jointly, for short freight on a ship be- 
langitig to us equally, I did not imagine that any tnischicf could 
arise from my notifying hira of Arizmendi'a arrival, thougli the re- 
sult clearly proved that the information had better been delayed. 
Willi ill jiidged impetuosity he sent the papers proving llie debt to 
a lawyer in Boston, with directions to inslilule a suit, notifying me 
at the same time of his having done so. Ferceivins at once Iho mis- 
chief that would result from precipitate action, I went to the lawyer 
and persuaded hira to wait a week, with the view of giving Ariz- 
mendi lime to ascertain the prospect of his recovering the properly 
of which he was in pursuit. This engagement was not adhered lo; 
the writ was issued, and, for want of bail, ho was imprisoned, thus 
depriving liim of the power of making the collections on wliieli 
mainly depended the chance of our obiainiug our payment. It was 
literally destroying the bird that was destined to lay the golden egg. 

" This error being manifest, one of the partners of the Providenco 
house came on, and, in the hope of rclrieving it, wc united In an act 
which only made matters worse, that of releasing him on his prom- 
ise of making a sclllcmcut, for it soon became evident that his only 
object was to secure his litwrty, and tliat he had no inlenlion of ful- 
filling his engagement. On being satisfied of (his a new suit was 
instituted! but before the writ couid be served on him he managed 
to escape, by the aid of a. Boston mercbaut, who enabled him to 
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elude tbe vigilance of Uie nfllccr charged ivUti his arrest, conoealfd 
him uDtil a vessel for St. Tbomas was ready to saii, and tlita cuuwd 
him to bo conveyed on board. 

"In judging of actions we often err, and ore guilty of injustice to 
Ihc individual whose molives we undertake lo scan, but in this cut 
there can be do mistake. As there existed no personal aaimoaitjF 
towards me on the part of thU mcrcbaot, he could only Lave been 
actuated by motives of sordid interest. Arizmcndi's principal ob- 
ject in coming to Boston was lo collect a debt of upwards of 1(100,000, 
alleged lo be duo him from tbla mun. 

"On tbe presumption that it was desirable for him to escape tU 
payment of this debt, or even lo avert a troublesome course of llti* 
gatioD, nothing could possiblf have been more opportune than ihe 
coincidence of circumstances which enabled him to become the can- 
fldont, udviser, and benefactor of Arizraendi; osteosibly lo xreta 
him from the rigors of a prison, but really to rid himself of the ne- 
cessity of paying his debt; for, once away, he knew there was • 
moral certainly ho would not return to prosecute the claim in pet- 
son, and it was evident it could nut be done by an agent except tt 
the risk of the property's being trusteed. But every single act of a 
s life, wlion seen from the right point of view, ia found to be ia 
harmony with Lis whole character. 

evident that I must relinquish all hope of ever re- 
covering any portion of this debt, a debt so considerable that its low 
was proiluctivc of lifelong inconvenience; a debt for tbe recovery of 
ivhich I had made two voyages to Europe, had induced my debtor 
o this country, and, when apparently on the point of secnr- 
ing payment, been compelled, by the blundering raismanagemeot of 
n and rascality of another, to see the opporlunity defeated." 

It eeemcd, indeed, a cniel and inglorious tcrinioation 
of tbe series o£ enterprisGa bo ably planned and energet- 
ically prosecnted to be tiins deprived of their legitimate 
resnlts, and tlie burden was tlio more grievous as he no 
longer possessed the youthfnl vigor and elasticity wliicli 
looks only to the future, forgetful of past dieapn 
inents. 
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Ilis habits Lad always been simple, and no man could 
be more averse to any osteutatious display of wealth 
than he. But he was generous by nature, and could 
not restrict liimseif in any cxpeudittire demanded foi" 
the comfort of his family, the education of his children, 
the claims of friendship, or the exercise of a generous 
hospitality. He bad Bonght money as a means to these 
ends, and their indulgence had become too strongly 
confirmed by habit to bo abandoned at the age of fifty. 
But he felt the imprudence, at that age, of exposing him- 
self and the remnants of fortune he bad secured to fur- 
ther risks of such nature as might be jnstifiablo with a 
younger man. 

He had kept up an uninterrupted correspondence 
with his old friend Shaler daring his long residence at 
Algiers as consul-general of the United States, and kept 
alive the warni friendship begun in their early man- 
hood. In 182S Mr. Shaler received the appointment of 
consul at Havana, and immediately invited my father to 
accompany him as vice-consul, sharing equally the emol- 
uments of the office. These were at that time depend- 
ent on fees from American shipping, and although our 
commerce with that port was then so large that the of- 
., fice was worth from $7000 to £10,000 a year, and, next 
) Liverpool, the moat valuable in the gift of the presi- 
lent, yet, until Mr. Sbaler's appointment, the United 
States had only been represented by a commercial agent. 

At this time, also, Mr. Shaler purchased of my father 
lie estate at Lancaster which had been Jiis home ever 
since his marriage in 1804, and placed his widowed sis- 
sr, Mrs. Stilwell, with her family, in charge of it, while 
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lie went with iny fatlier and uiotlier to Havana and (be- 
ing a baclielor) reeided witli tlicin tliere iinti] tlie inelap- 
elioly occurrence of liis death from cliolera in 1833. 
Tlie disease raged fearfully tliero at the time, and np- 
wards of eight luindrcd deaths occurred on the day tlat 
Mr. Slialer died, lie was first attacked at five p.u., niid 
died next d.ij at seven a.m. Tiic dead were carried off 
in carts and no funeral rites allowed, and it was only hj 
an energetic appeal to the captain -gen era! that my fadp 
er got a permit to enclose the remains of his old friend 
in a coiBn and accompany it as a solitary mourner to Hie 
foreigners' hurying-ground at Chorero, five miles west 
of the city, on the sea-shore, where Iio saw i 
and Bubseqiiently placed over the spot a massive 8t<j 
monument bearing a snitable inscription. 

The American merchants in Havana immediate!^ 
nnitcd in a unanimous petition that my father should he 
appointed to the consulate, the essential duties of which 
he had performed for five years in bo satisfactory a e 
neras to elicit a voluntary and highly complimentary a 
pression of satisfaction from the Treasury Bepartmonti 
Washington. Memorials of similar purport were also 
sent to Washington by tlie merchants of New York, 
Boston, Salem, and Portland who were engaged in t 
Havana ti-ade. Daniel Webster and his fellow-senatfl 
Nathaniel Silsbee (uiy father's old friend), exerted thei 
selves actively in his behalf. Hut the doctrine th« 
"to the victors belong tiio spoils "had then just been, 
for the first time, promulgated by Secretary Marcy, 
and my father was one of the earliest to suffer I 
cxecntion. The memory of liis vigorous dcnunciati 



i west 

£rr^y 

'1 

'ately 
Id he 
'hich 

TM 

a]eo 
'ork, 
n t|^^ 



PUOFITS AND LOSSES. 



237 



f of the principle, as subversive of all honest administra- 

' tion, gives me a lively Beiise of the Batiefaetion lie would 

liavo felt could lie have foreseen that it would receive 

I its death-blow at the hande of his kineiiinn, the present 
President of the United States. 
Thongh rny father was never an active politician, he 
was always ii standi whig, and that fact was sufGcient 
ipaiise for removal. The place was given to Mr. Nicho- 
las P. Trist, a young Virginia lawyer who had been the 
I private secretary of President Jackson. Ho was a gen- 
tlemanly and very intelligent man, but entirely inesperi- 
enced in commereiai and maritime affairs, and had ac- 
cepted the office in the full expectation that my father 
would be glad to remain and wield the laboring oar. 
This, however, lie positively declined, though offered the 
same terms on which he had been associated with Mr. 
Shaler, and he returned to the United States as soon as 
Mr. Trist had assumed the duties of the otBce, 

Iti the final chapter of his published narrative my 
father gives a resume of the profits and losses of his 
various adventures, and concludes as follows : 



^ " On making an estiraatn of my loesea for !he twenty yearH be- 
rWeen 1805 and 1825, 1 find their aggregate amount to exceed $200,000, 
altLouglil never possessed at any one timeasuaiescecding $80,000. 
Under Eucb losses I have been supported bylLo cousoiing Teflection 
that they Lave been esclusively my own, and that il is not in the 
power of any individual to say, with truth, that I have ever injured 
him (o the amount of a dollar. "With a small annual sum from tho 
Neapolitan indcmoity I have been able (o Bupport myself till this 
v;as on the point of ceasing, by the cancelling of that debt, when I 
lo fortunate as to obtain an office in the Boston Cusloni-House, 
le duties of which I Lope to perform faithfully and in peace during 
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the few remaining years, or months, or dayn wliicli may be allolW3 
mo on eutb." 

He continued to liold this office for some years, bnt 
was deposed bj a new adiniaistratioti, and, in 1845, 
removed with my mother to my Jiotne in BiirUngton, 
N. J., and continued to reside with me till thccndufliis 
life. Myniotlier died In Burlington in 1850. In lS5i, 
my father removed with me to Massachusetts, and died 
in my lionse in Dnnvers, November 23, ISGO, at the age 
of eighty-seven. 

From tlie many obituary notices of my father wiiicli 
appeared in Boston, Salem, New York, and elsewhere, 
I select tlie following, from the pen of Hon. George S. 
Hillard, as comprising the fullest and most discrimina- 
ting statement of the peculiar combination of elemente 
which formed liia character. It appeared in the Boston 
Courier of December 8, 1860 : 

"THE LATE HICI1ARD J. CLBVELAND. 

" In nnnoimcing, a few days sinco, tbo denlli of thia venerable and 
excellent man, we promiaed to pay aome mure extendeil tribute tn 
his worth than we tbca did, and (bia promisQ we now propose to 
redeem. 

" He was bom in Salem, December 19, 1778, and had thus nenrly 
reached the great age of oighty-seren years when he died, tiBving 
loag Burvived moat of his contemporaries, and moving among ILeir 
children and grandchildren as one of the few survivors of a formei 
generation. 

"He was tmined in the couatiog-hoiise of the late E. H. Derby, 
Esq.. and, as wa« the case with so many energetic spirits at tbat lime, 
be combined the duties and the knowledge of the merchant and tbo 
navigator. 

" His flrst voyoge was in 1793, in company wiUi the late Nathaniel 
Silsbee, who commanded the hrig. Mr. Bilabee was not t n-euty yean 
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of age ; bis cjiicf raalo was about as old, and Mr. Cleveland, who was 
caplain's clerk, was only nineteen. 

"The beginning, however, of Ihat series of enterprises which 
formed the main work of his life, and in whicli he allowed Bueh re- 
marltablc qiialitiesof mind and character, was in 1797. when, finding 
himself at Havre, and left at liberty by the unexpected abandonment 
of a voyage hy Ihe owner of a siiip he had the charge of. he bought 
a littio ciiHer of only thirty-eight ions, and sailed for the Isle of 
Franco with a crew of two men and a boy. From that time till 
1804 lio was navigating, at flrsl alone, and afterwards in company 
with the late William Shaler, in all parts of llie world, and achiev- 
ing triumphantly feats which experienced navigators regarded as 
impossibilities. 

"From 1804 to 1820 he was more or less engnged in enterprises 
which were marked with the charaelerlsiica of almost uneiinalled 
boldness, combined with n power of execution which enabled him 
to carry them to a successful issue. The loeidenls of these event- 
ful years were detailed by hi(n in a work, puhlifltied in 1842, entitled 
'A Nnrralivo ot Voynges and Commercial Enterprises," which 
passed through two editions in America and was republished in 
England. Thb work is written in n style of attractive simplicity, 
and no one can read it without admiration of Ilic noble and gener- 
ous qualities which ilie nnpretending narrative unconsciously rc- 

"Ile wosaman of Iniita ot character nit of Ion found in combina- 
tion. He had great holdnesH, resolution, and energy; inflexible 
courage and indomitable perseverance, but he was no less remarka- 
ble for refinement of feeling, purity of soul, ond delicacy of percep- 
tion. A more perfect gentleman, alike in essence and manner, was 
fttever seen. His domestic nSecliona were very strong; ho had a 
1 enjoyment of nature, and n love of reading which was a 
it pleasure and resource alike in the busy and the unemployed 
Is of his life. 

"During his crowded years of activity and enterprise be made 
^d lost much property, and more thim once deemed himself, and 
a right to deem himself, a rich man; but the end of it was that 
ic found himself in his old age n poor man. This was not owing, as 
pttght he surmised, to any reckless and extravagant habits induced 
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byUieeoso witliwhidiindepemieacobodbeeniToa, forLe Wflsaniaa 
of very simple laatea and witli no espensive wanla. But lie was ei- 
ircmcly genc:roua, and Ihia tmit led him to aid, ivith profuse tibenli- 
ty, all who bad any claims upon hia allectioD. And while ia ibt 
plauDlae of commercial enterprises lie showed rare iavcntiTC qiuli- 
tius, and ia the execution of them woDderful energy and persever- 
ance, lie was same\That deflcient in those humbler qualities trhidi 
CDivhlo men to keep and maniige what Ibcy have earned; and do one 
need be told tbut the accumulation of wealth depends quite as mucb 
upon the latter class of gifts as ilie former. But this reverse ol 
fortune served to bricg out more and more the beauty of Caplala 
Cleveland's character and give him new claims to the aScciioa and 
esteem of his friends. It was gently, patiently, and heroically borne; 
never a word of complaint was heard from his lips, never a bittci 
OTralgnmenl of the ways of Providence, never an envious fling al 
the prosperity of others. And the wise, kind, cheerful old man vni 
happy to the end. His [aat years were passed ia the family of bti 
youngest son, soothed nad gladdened by the most affectionate cara 
nis decay was gradual, and ho was released at last without sof- 

"Cnptain Cleveland, among olber trails, was remarkable for ill) 
strict temperance, although he grew up at n lime when the usages of 
eociely made absliucncc from intoxicating drinksabnrdcr duty than 
now. During bis whole life he never drank a glass of wine, or of 
any alcoholic liquor, or of porler, ale, or beer, and never used tobacco 
in any form. Ho ascribed his uniform good health to these temper* 
ate habits; but, with his usual Bimpiicily of manner, he never look 
any moral airs upon himself on this account, but was accustomed t* 
say, when he alluded to the subject at all, which was rarely, that 
the reason he did not drink wine was because he did not like ibc 
taste of it." 

As I was but a little cliild at t!ie titne my fatlier lad 
concluded tlio last of his voyages, my early recollectione 
of liim have no cotinectJon with Biic-h cimract oris tits as 
aro uatiirnlly associated with tlie conception of a daring 
juh-eiiturcr. Tic never ciieourngcd in his cIiiMrcn the 
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fambition to emnlato liis own achievements, mid, indeed, 
tliey ■were so rarelj alluded to by him in conversation 
tlint the details given in his narrative were for the most 
part as now to me, at the time of its publication, as to 
the world at large. I remember liim only as the coun- 
try gentleman, living at ease in the beautiful home at 
Lancaster wliieh was my birthplace, and so absorbed in 
the duties and interests of the daily life aronnd him 
that no stranger would Iiavo suspected that the most 
active portion of hia life had been spent in navigating 
the ocean. Ho had an ardent love of nature, and a 
keen perception of her attractive features, wJietlier in 
their grandest or their most simple forma. He was such 
a lover of flowers that it was his constant custom, dur- 
ing their season, to carry a pink or some otiier fragrant 
blossom in his mouth, and he wonld preserve a single 
one for a whole day, laying it beside his plate at meals 
and j-esuming it afterwards. Ue was an appreciative 
reader of t!ic best literature of the day, and was in the 
constant Imbit of reading aloud to my mother, and dis- 
cussing with her the Bubjeets which excited hia interest. 

lie exercised a generous hospitality, not in the form 
of ostentations banquets or large assemblies, bnt by mak- 
ing hia home attractive to hia wide circle of friends, so that 
it was rare that some one or more of them was not liis 
gnest, and always unceremoniously, as one of tJie family. 

His neighbors and fellow-townsmen were on terms of 
friendly social intercourse with him, and he waa always 
active in promoting the best interests of the town, 
wliere his memory is still held in respect. 

The natural beauty of tliat lovely valley is still nu- 
ll 
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cliauged. Tlie Nashua wiuds its course throogli tlie 
ricli mendows na of old ; tlje grand old elms, for which 
its vMey is famous, still wave their gracefnllj droop- 
ing iirins ; the rounded forms of Waclmset and "Wati- 
toCj and the more distant and pictaresquo outline of the 
Grand Monadnoe are still pencilled against the eveniDg 
sky ; the seasons come and go in all their changing 
beauty as of yore; but no one remains upon the stage 
who retains even a recollection of tho actors whoeo 
presence gave life to tho scene in the days of which I 
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I have elsewhere mentioned that my fathor'a anxiety 
to socuro for his children better advantages of edooa- 
tion than wero afforded by tlie country schools of the 
day led to tlie establishment at Lancaster of a classinti 
school, the Beleetion of the teachers of which was in- 
trusted to him, and the first of whom was Jared Sparks, 
the subsequent historian and President of Harvard Col- 
lege. Tiio second was George B. Emerson, whose sub- 
sequent reeord as a teacher and as President of tlie Mas- 
Baehusetta Board of Edueation has secured for liim a po- 
sition of the jiigbest order in tho annals of education, 
and the third was the late Solomon P. Miles, afterwards 
principal of the English lligh School in Boston, who 
but for his premature death would doubtless have at- 
tained corresponding honors. Each of these eminent 
men began hia career on leaving college by taking chorgfl 
of the school established at Lancaster, and each of them 
has repeatedly and enthusiastically expressed to rae Lie 
sense of the value to him, at that critical period of Lis 
life, of tho homelike infliioncc, the warm personal friend- 
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Bbip, tho genial Bocial atinospliere, and tlie ready sym- 
patliy and cotmsel, witli ivliich his memcu-y of mj father 
and mother was asaociated, 

Tho existence of a school of snch high character at- 
traeted to the town a number of families desirous of 
livailing themselves of its advantages, and resulted in 
the attainment of sneh a standard of Bocial and intel- 
lectual culture as few country towns at that day could 
boast. 

In Marvin's History of Lancaster, published in 1879, 
Miss Elizabeth Peabody comniunieates some very in- 
teresting reminisceuecs of those days. Slio was then a 
young lady, warmly interested in the cause of education, 
to whiuh her life lias since been devoted, and was living 
in Lancaster, where her father was, for a time, settled as 
a physician. 

She alludes as follows to my father and mother: 



"Cnptaio Cleveland had retired on his fortune, gained in a suc- 
cessful mercantile career begun at Salem. lie Teas a noble, originiLl. 
heroic characlor,iv]io, inspired by a love tbnt was oventunllj crowned 
by a moat Jiappy raarriago, worked with the enthusiasm and self- 
dovotiou of ft knight of the days of chivalry to win a fortune for 
his bride elect, and with a kindred tiigb sense of honor. In the 
course of his career be met and united in a t)ond of friendaliip, as 
exceptional as his love, with 3Ir. Slialer, who aubscqucnttj tiougbt 
his residence. At bis house there was every evening an oascmbluge 
of those who were interested iu education, a subject in which Mrs. 
Cleveland was deeply absorbed, having herself educated her three 
boys, with the help iu tbe last years of Messrs. Sparks, Emerson, ami 
Miles, to all of wliom her hospitable mansion was a tiomc, and she 
their most respected and beloved counsellor. She had studied Rous- 
u and Pestalom without iMing her own originnlity. The even- 
's at her bouse were the greatest inspiration to all these educators. 
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There I met Colburn, and Icorncd from Lia own lips Lis idea of mtk- 
ing cliildrcn discover and innkc for themselves the rules of antb- 

"But it waa not merely new methods of inlellectual education 
that were discussed at Ibese symposia nt Mrs. Cleveland'a, hut Uw 
ncccssiij and method of huildiug up dtaraeter on ilie Cbiistiaaaud 
heroic ideal of ioEpirlug children with the power to educulc tbeai' 
selves. 

"Whenl Vbink of those jcars of ray life at LaDcnsIer, it seenu ar- 
rayed ia all the glory of tlie ideal. The enthuaiaam for study anfoos 
the j-ouDg people; tlic cnlhuBioam of educaling in the teachers; IIk 
citroordiDaTy beauty of nature; the classic muaic wliicli MraClcr^- 
land always played to her huahand.who enjoyed it so much Ibal 
nllowed a visitor to inlerrupt it; Mr, Cleveland'a unworld- 
ly nnbility of charaetor— all hleud to make it an ousis la the desert 
of this 'work-dny world.' Life has never seemed to me tame or 
nnlnleiestiog; but this period is glorifled in my memory, not mere- 
ly by the BUbjeclive enthusiasm of my own youtliful reasoD, but by 
the objective rcalily of so many rnre individmililies congregated to- 
gelher," 

If/ own recollections of tliose golden daj's of inj 
childhood and of the happy Lome in wLicIi they were 
passed is so vivid, and the contrast is so great between 
tlio pure and wholcsotno social atmosphere wliieh then 
ded me, and the heated and tainted air which 
is so widely prevalent to-day, tliat I find it Imrd to be- 
lieve that this can bo the same world in which I then 
ived. 

I alone am left of those who were nearest and dearest 
to Lim, and the home ho so loved is no longer in ex- 
istence, liis trials and disappointments, liis courage 
and perseverance, his Bnccesses and failures, are only 
" Kememberod as a tnle tliat's told." 

Ab the last survivor of his family, I offer this trihnte 
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of respect to his memory, in the faith that the record 
of such a life is wortliy of preservation, and the hope 
that the footsteps he has left upon the sands of time 
may serve to give new heart to " Some forlorn and ship- 
wrecked brother." 
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With n Portrait of William of Urangc. Cheap Edition, 3 vol&, 
in a Box, Bvo, Clolh, with Paper Lnhels, Uncut Edges, mid Gilt 
Tops, SC 00; Sheep, $7 60; Ualf Culf, $13 75. Sold an\j in 
Sets. Oiiginal Library Edition, 8 rok., 8vo, Ctolh, $10 60, 

MOTLEY'S UNITED NETHERLANDS. Hislnry of the Uuiiol 
Netherlands : From the Death of William the Klent to the T«el>a 
Years' IVuca— 1581-1601). With a full View of the Engliflh- 
Duich Siraggle RgaiuEt Spain, and of tlie Origin and Dcstmction 
of the Spanish ATmDila. B; John Luthrof Muri.iir, LL.D., 
D.C.L, Portmita. Cheap lldition, 4 rok, in a Box, Bvo, Cloth, 
with Paper Lubola, Unenl Edges, and Gilt Tops, $8 DO ; Sheep, 
CIO 00; Half Cidf, $17 00. Sold only in Sets. Ori^nal Library 
Edition, 4 vols., 8ro,Clulh, $14 00. 

MOTLEY'S JOHN OF BAltNEVELD. The Life and Dealh of 
John of Bnraoveld, Advocate of llolUnd. With a. View of Ihe 
Primniy Cause* nnd Movemenia of the "Tldny Years' War." 
By John LothropMotlet, LLD., D.C.L. lIluBtrnted, Cheap 
Edition, 2 voU., in n Box, 8vo, Cloth, with Paper Labels, Uncut 
Edges, and Gilt Top^ $4 00; Sbccp, $n 00; Half Calf. $8 60. 
Sold only in Sets. Original Library Eiliiion, 2 vols., 8to, Cloih, 
$7 00. 

GEDDKS'S JOHN DE WITF. History of the AdministnHion 
of John De Wilt, Gmnd Pensionary of Ilollaiid. By Jahbs 
Geddes. Vol I.— IC23-IG.^4. With a roriraJt. 8vo, Cloih, 
$2 50. 



Clolb, $5 00; Half Calf, $T 25. 
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GOLDSMITH'S WORKS. The Works of Oliver GolJEmilh. 
Edited by I'eteb CimNiiiOKAii, T.S.A. From New Electro- 
type Plates. 4 vols., Bvo, Cloth, Pa[>er Lnbela, Uncut EdgeB, 
mid Gilt Tops, 98 00; Sheep, $10 00; Half Calf, $17 oa Uni- 
form with ihe NeiT Library Edilioiia of Mncaulay, Heme, Gib- 
bon, Motley, ond lUIUrelh. 

MULLIiirS POLITICAL niSTOUT OK EECENT TIMES 
CiaiG-1875). With Special Reference to GBnnnny, By WlLL- 
lAH MilLi.en. Trantilaled, wilh nn Appendix covei'itig tlio Pe- 
riod from IS7C to 1881, by tlie Kcv. Joiis I'. Pktebs, Pli.D. 
l2mo, Cloth, $3 00. 

SYMONDS'S SKETCHES AND STUDIES IN SOUTUEKN 
EUROPE. By John Audihotom Svuohds. 2 voU., Post Svo, 
Cloth, $4 00. 

SYMONDS'S GREEK POETS. Smdica of the Greflk Poets. By 
JoHH Addingioh SraoNDB. 2 vols.. Square IGmo, Cloth, 
$3 GO. 

TBEVELYAK'S LIFE OF MACAULAY. The Life end Lellers 
of Liird Mncaulaj. By liis Nephew, G. Otto TimTKLYAN, M.P. 
With Portrait oil Steel. 2 tola., Bto, Cloth, Uncal Edgoa nnd 
Gilt Tops, $5 00; Sheep, $G 00; Half Culf, $9 60. Popular 
Edition, 2 toIs. in ono, 12mo, Clulh, $1 TQ. 

THEVELYAN'S LIFE OP FOX. The Eoily History of Charles 
JnmoB Fox. By Geobqe Otto TBi[Vitl.Tjtl>. flvo. Cloth, Un- 
cut Edges and Gilt Tops, $2 CO. 

PAItTON'S CAEICATURE. Cnricntnra nnd Other Comic Art, 
in All Titnea and Mnny Lands. By Jaheb I'AnTON. SOS HIub- 
trations. 8vo, Clotb, Uneut Edges and Gill Tops, $6 00 ; Hulf 
Calf, $7 26. 

MAHAFFY'S GREEK LITERATURE. A History of Classica] 

Greek Literature. By J. P. MiiRtm. 2 \oU., 12uio, Cloth, 

$4 00. 
BIMCOX'S LATIN LITERATUEK A History of Latin Lit- 

eratnre, from Enniua to Bocthins. By Georob AoauaiDS 6ih- 

coi, M.A. 2 vols., 12mo, Cloth, S4 00. 
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LOSSING'S CYCLOPEDIA Or.UNiri"-D STATES IIISTOBT. 
Fiom tlie Aboi-igiiial reriod to I87G. By B. J. LoseiKO, LL.D. 
Illuslraled b/ 2 Steel rortrailB snd over 1000 Engraving!. 2 vols,, 
Rojal 8vo, Cloth, flO 00. (SM by Suistn/Kion only.) 

LOSSING'S FIELD-BOOK OF THE REVOLUTION. Pictorial 
Field-Book of the Ilsvulution ; or, llluEtrations by I'en nnd Pencil 
of tlio Ilialory, Biogmphr, Scenery, Belioii, and Tradtliona of the 
War Tor Indopeiidgnee. B; Bunboh J. LoBsmo. 2 vols., 6vci. 
Clolb, 9H 00; Sheep or Iloan, $16 00; IliilfCalf, $18 00. 

LOS.SING"S FIELD-BOOK OF THE WAK OF 1812. Picwrial 
Field-Book of the War of 1&12; or, lIloBtriitions by Pen and 
Pencil of ihe Hiaiory, Biogmpliy, Scenery, Itelics, nnd Tradition* 
of the lost War for AmejiCBn Independence. By Benson J. 
LosHiSG. With eei'ern! hundred Engravines. 1088 [inges, 8n), 
Cloth, 17 00; Sheep, $3 50; Half Calf, $10 00. 

DU CIIAILLITS LAND OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN. Snmmer 
and Winter JourneyB in Swedet«, Norivay, nnd Ijipland, and Nortli- 
em Finland. By Paul B. Dd Chaillu. Illuatrated. 2 voIb., 
Bvo, Cloth, $7 GO; Half Culf, $112 00. 

DU CIIAILLU'S EQUATORIAL AFRICA. Explorations and 
Adventures in Equatorial Africa; ivith Acconnta of the Manncra 
and Custuma of llie Pcoplo, and of ibe ChnM of tlio Gorilla, Leo- 
pard, Elephant, IlippopolBmuB, and other Animals. By P. B. 
DdCuaifj-u. lllustiBttal. 8vo, Cloth, $5 0O;U.ilfCuIf, $7 23. 

DU CHAILLU'S ASHANGO LAND. A Journey to Aahnngo 
Land, and Fuither Penetration into Equntorml Africa. By P. R. 
Du Chaillii. Illustrated. Bv», Cloth, $5 00; Half Calf, $7 25. 

DEXTEB'S CONGREGATIONALISM. The Congregotionolism 
of Ihe Lnst Three Hundred Yc^a1's, as Seen in ita Literature: with 
Gpccial Reference to certain Hecondiio, Neglected, or Disputed 
PasaagoB. Will) o Ribliugrnjihtcal Appendix. By II. M. Dexthii. 
Largo Svo, Cloth, $0 00. 

STANLEY'S THROUGH THE DARK CONTINENT. Through 
the Dark Coniinent; or. The Suurces of tlie Nile, Arounil tljs 
Great Lakea of Equatorial Africa, nnd IJoivn the Litingstone 
River to Ihe Aliunde Ocean. 1 49 Illustrntions nnd 10 Maps. By 
H. M. Stablet. 3 vuIb., Svo, Cloth, $10 00; Half Morocco^ 

i\r, 00. 
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BABTLETTS FROM r.GTPT TO PALESTINE. Tliroogri 
Sinai, the Wilderneaa, nnd [lio Soutli Coantry. Obaerrntions of 
a jDiirnoy made iriilj K))e(:iiil Rcrei'snce to ilio History of tlie la- 
meliLca. Gy S. C. Baiitlett, D.D. Mnpn sad 111 ustrn Lion & 
8«o, Clotli, $3 50. 

FORSTER'S LIFE OP DEAN SWIFT. Tlie Enrly Life of 
Jonathan S«if I (1G67-17II). By Jous Fdestek. With I'or- 
iniit. Svo, Cloth, Uncut Edges and Gilt Tops, $2 50. 

GREEN'S ENGLISH PEOPLE. Ilialoij of Ihe English People. 
By John Hicqard Giiiien, M.A. With Mtipa. 1 roU., 8v(^ 
CIolh,$10 00; Sheep, $1200; Half Calf, $19 00. 

GREEN'S MAKING OF ENGLAND. Hie Making of England. 
By J. H. Gbubn. With Mnps. Svo, Cloth, ^2 50. 

GREEN'S CONQUEST OF ENGLAND. The Conquest of Eng- 
' nd. By J. li. GniiLH. With Maps, Svo, Cloth, $2 GO. 

SHORT'S NORTH AMERICANS OF ANTIQUITY. The 
North Americana of Antiquity. T!ieir Origin, Migrittions, and 
Type of Civilizntion Considered. By Jouh T. SuonT. Illui- 
traled. 8ro, Cloth, $3 00. 

SQUIEB'S PERU. I'uru: Incidetita of Trnvel ond Exploration 
intheLandofthoIntaa. BjK. Gkojioe SqniEti, M.A., F.S.A., 
k(a U. S. Commissioner to Peru. With III iistrai ions. Sto, 
Cloth, ^ 00. 

BENJAMIN'S ART IN EUROPE. Cotitcmporary Art in Enrope. 
ByS. G.W. Bbhjauin. Illustrated. Svo, Ctutli, $3 SO; Half 
Calf, $5 75. 



REBER'S IIISTORT OF ANCIENT ART. History of Ancient 
Art. By Dr. Franz von Redkr. Revised by the Author. 
Translated and Augmented by Joseph Thaeher Clarke. With 
SlOIllustrations and aGIosaary of Technical Terms. Svo, Ctotb, 
$S 60. 

GROTE'S HISTORY OF GREECE. 13 vols., ISmo, Cloth, 
$18 00; Sheep, $22 80; Half Calf, $3!) 00. 



S ro/wrUs Wartt /or PMU and Privatt librai-ia. 

ADAMS'S MANUAL OP IlIS'TORICAr, LITERATUnE. A 
Mnnaal oF llisiorivnl Litcrntura. Cotnprising Ilrief Dsscriptioni 
of clio Most Jmporlnnt lliswriea in English, frencli, mid Ger- 
man, By rrofesBor C. K. Adams. 8to, Clatli, $S CO. 

KINGLAKE'S CRIMEAN WAR. The Inrasbn of ihe Ciiram: 

its Origin, and nn Accoant of its Progress donn ro (lie Deslh 
of Lord Ibglnn, Hy Alkzashkr Wii.uiu Kibgi,akr. Willi 
M.ipH ond I'liins. FourVuliimca now rend}'. Vitao, Clolli, $3 00 

JlAURys PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF THE SEA. Th« 
I'lijaicsl Gcoernpliy of ihe Sen, nnil its BleleoroloRy. By M. F. 
Mauby, LL.U, 8»o, Cloih, $1 00. 

IIALLAM'S LITERATURK. Introduction lo iha IJternlnre of 
Kurops durine ilie l^lftecnih, Eixreenib, and Scvcnteentli Cvnl- 
uiiea. By Hlnhy Hallah. 2 rals., 8vo, Clotli, $4 00; Slieep, 
$5 00. 

nALLAM'S MIDDLE AGES. View of llie Slalo of Enrope dnr- 
ins tUo Middle Ages. By H. IIau.au. 8td, Cioih, $2 00; 
Sbeep, $3 SO. 

IIALLAM'S CONSTrrUTIONAL HISTORY OF ENGLAIiD. 
Tlie CoiiBlitutionnt Ilislory of Eiigliind, from l!io Accession of 
Henry VII. to llio Denlli of George II. By HKKiir Uallau. 
Sto, Cloth, $3 00; SlieBi>, $3 fiO. 

NEWCOMB'S ASTRONOMY. Popular Aalranomy. By Simom 
Newcoub, LL.D. Willi 113 EngmvingH, and 5 Maps of the 
Stars, avo, Clotli, $3 SO; School Edition, ISnio, Cloth, $1 30. 

VAN-LENNEP'S BIBLE LANDS. Bible Lands: tiieir Modem 
Cosiom end Manners lUuslrativo ot Scripture. By Hesht J. 
Van-Lenkep, D.D. 8.W Engravings and 3 Colotfld Maps. Bto, ■ 
Cloth, |5 00 ; Sheep, $G 00 ; Half filorocco, $3 00. I 

PRIME'S POTTERY AND POHCELAIN. Fotlerj snd Porce- 
lain of Alt Times and Nations. Wiih Tables of Factory and 
Artists' Marks, for the Use of Collectors. By Wii.Uiit C 
Fbiii){, LL.D. niustrnled. Sto, Clolh, UDCot Edges and Gill 
Topi, $T 00 -, Half Calf, $a S5. (In a Box.) 
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